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Introductions

Commissioner’s
Statement

Zahra Ali Baba

After the great flood, a nation emerged longing for their
lost Eden on the shores of the Upper Gulf in Lower Mes-
opotamia. They translated their nostalgia into epics
depicting the drowning of this classical utopia. Archae-
ological theories that present the basin of the Arabian/
Persian Gulf as one of the potential locations for this
once-green and prosperous paradise are steeped in fasci-
nating mythologies that have potential to trigger an alter-
native spatial reading for the region. Venice, a location
removed from regional constraints and local inhibitions,
provides the international political forum through which
this alternative perspective can be imagined and shaped.

“Architecture in Islamic Countries,”
curated by Paolo Portoghesi during
the 1982 Second International Archi-
tecture Exhibition in Venice, show-
cased proposals and realized projects
intended for the territory extending
from Morocco to India. This area
traversed both the eastern and west-
ern parts of the region, providing
examples of the cultural exchange that
produced Islamic notions through
modern architecture. Kuwait was
prominently present in the exhibition
and Islamic architecture was reintro-
duced into contemporary practices.
The works of Mohammed Makiya,
Sune Lindstrom, Malene Bjorn, and
Kenzo Tange as well Kuwaiti-born ar-
chitect, Ghazi Sultan, propelled a new
movement in Arab architecture.

Where the middle ground between
East and West is at question, Kuwait
becomes central to the debate. It
seems that in this part of the world,
there are special qualities of mobility
and acceptance that enable the com-
ing together of Eastern and Western
ideas on both regional and global
scales. Between the shores of the Gulf
lies a trait deeply rooted in Kuwait’s
societal psyche. The dhow, a small, la-
teen-rigged ship, was a mobile-cultur-
al institution that initiated dialogues
that went beyond mere economics.

Traces of such encounters enriched
the cultural experience on both ends.

Investing in regional infrastructural
projects is just another extension of
the soft politics that Kuwait adopts,
where connectivity is at the center

of the public cultural diplomacy. It
poses questions: What is the role of
the civic sphere? Could the region be
turned into a vacation destination,
where leisure time is spent across the
coastal and island towns that speckle
the waterscape? Could this be a form
of active engagement in reshaping the
basin’s larger sense of belonging? Can
the reposition of tourism as an act of
reform shape the spatial parameters of
the region and re-establish long-for-
gotten routes that have been erased
from the collective consciousness?

During the process of preparing this
year’s national representation, Mr.
Shehab Shehab, the deputy secretary
general of antiquities and museums
division, and a supportive voice within
the institution of this year’s direction,
insists on establishing continuity with
the prehistoric Gulf. He describes

the body of water as the heart of the
ancient world that played a major

role in cultural evolution: “It is the
artery of interaction between societies
settling in the region since the dawn
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Introductions

Commissioner’s
Statement

Zahra Ali Baba (Ahmadi, Kuwait) is an architect that has
co-curated The Winter School Middle East in 2011, and

is the co-founder of the Kuwait Chapter of Docomomo
International, a member of the Kuwait Delegation at The
UNESCO World Heritage Committee (since 2011), and the
chief researcher of the Abraj Al Kuwait nomination dossier
to the World Heritage List. She is currently involved in
various architectural and urban conservation projects, as
well as curating cultural programs at the National Council
for Culture, Art, and Letters. Her work includes Kuwait’s
presence at the International Architecture Exhibition of

La Biennale di Venezia (since 2012), with roles shifting to
commissioner representation for Kuwait Pavilion in 2014
and 2016.

of history. This artery played a major
role in spreading cultural influences
to civilizations beyond the region, and
continues to play the same role in our
current time.”

When I ask him about his opinion as
an archaeologist regarding theories
that are supportive of the Gulf as

the lost paradise he argues against

it explaining that “Eden, Paradise,
immortality, is translated as bliss, it

is all that societies need, it never had
a geographical boundary and I don’t
believe that it ever had a real location
and dimensions, Eden is spiritual, it is
immanence. How to evoke Eden in our
lives? Bliss is realized with the other,
in accepting differences, in searching
for meeting points and connections,
in peaceful coexistence.”

Commissioned by the National Coun-
cil for Culture, Art, and Letters, Kuwait
has been present in Venice often, with
explorations of the current and recent
past, a post-occupancy investigation
examining how social capital shaped
Kuwait City in Kethra project, and the
process of acquiring modernity for the
second participation in 2014. Kuwait’s
representation in 2016 responds to the
announced theme of the 15th Inter-
national Architecture Exhibition by
designing new frontiers of dialogue
and exchange, which suggest that the
frontline of architecture is in imagin-
ing a future collectivity that reclaims
an undivided seascape and vital con-
tinuity, while recognizing the urgency
of architectural practices.

Between East & West: A Gulf

Sy dBadl Loue § Laygas CopsSdl S
bl & el @ally olodl oo GBLASIL
s ol alui jlomiadl ds L 358 dulyd
Lipae JSiy elaaz¥l JUU (il plo—u] L4
Lilos J] 3L2] (355) g9 e P& 30 o)
dly 2014 ele § LW &) Lawl) Slasdl Oluss)
O-d=bl dogil) dileawl 2016 ple § CqoSl Jié
O pis puals) Joudl Syl sl (om0 § A
dl p=is Joldly lgoll Sunue SLST eoas NS
Oleliz Jusd § 550 Slosl) ol a2l of
oy sl Bolaly (IS LT o i pmatons
b & gysoebl Jolsdl dlpatls 81y e 5t

Aslesbl Sluleb! J) dsdbl Lol I1yo)

2 Jie dhill § 8,80 wk] Olsazed) o el
5 @Bl B oly 2 s sl w8y eyl
ol L8 Ohlasd JUhy &8l Ol Sk
Sl Uiy & 13 590l sl U155 Vg il

3= b UT ble dtbias sl oos dllgu aies
Lozl 2850 50 sl Lo A LW Ol il
Lindly Oas diz o) (Ldslse gyl B35 il
dolios Lo JS JSiy I ool L0140 55 L5l
by d9um 4 (50 ¢ pasd) 09 «Olmaiznl]
C3y ¢l § o Blesly LaBge dsal ail aiizel Y
LS 4oy 5hd 85iag dumg)y digde Qs b (gas
G—toxty Sl & Gue die Hlast wl GSeYL
Coodly OLOWSY Js8 § 2V z s o]
Sl Gl JLasVlg sLayl blas s
IoVls odlly A iboll pudoxbl (e oSy

Calosdall

LAgaoll dals

dpro gl 5o Sl djlazo dsige Lily e elynj
sl yied Lgil Las 2011 ple 6 digidul b g il il
e gllc aulgsll g 0gogSes dalrial igsll ¢pa uungo
aylill ollell il il ind 4 gl dlgs xag b guac Lgigs
oty e adlall gaialll dudyg (2011 ple 3io) gSiunigal]
Ll épmnj i o oallall caly il dails ) oSl ol Lo
«olpaallg Slasgall jiall e Blasll gyl calise Lo
Alngll pulaall Lgasiy il ayslaill o olull Gruid ) sl
o caggsll i e 8ymj cilacg .l Tl vg-iallg dalaill
L (2012 ple Sio) éjloell gadl Luniss Sl yayeo
Cuesll alin Juteis Lgidgai Loyl uls lgsl 650y cuellusl

2016 g 2014 _ olal



Introductions

Curatorial Statement

Ali Karimi
Hamed Bukhamseen

Between East and West: A Gulf (BEWAG) began as series
of questions - an exploration of points and territories
that asks how the architect can imagine a scale beyond
the national. The investigation of the hydrography of
the Arabian/Persian Gulf and its islands reveals a realm
forgotten between two coasts. Acting now as the liquid
boundary between nations, the Gulf and its islands are
the territories in which the identities of the coasts were
initially formed. Prior to the discovery of oil, its waters
were the source of livelihood for the region which was
connected through trade, cultural exchange and com-
merce. The shallow body of water and the low sandbars
that form its islands, create a shifting network of isolated
and interconnected nodes. The Gulf island was inextri-
cably linked to the movement of people and resources,
yet of a scale and possible containment that allowed it to
be planned and experimented upon throughout history.
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This meant that the island was the smallest plannable
political and ecological space in the region.

As such, the Gulf is not a body of
water, but a field site for the experi-
mentation and creation of identity,
culture, and ecology since antiqui-

ty. Its islands were utilized by their
inhabitants, as well as those who
viewed them from the coasts for the
purposes of tourism, trade, hunting,
and resource extraction. Shrines were
built, wars were fought, and prisoners
were exiled within their shores. Their
scale and reliance on the hinterland
of Arabia/Persia, or the distant coasts
of India and East Africa, meant that
these grounds were continually under
the entrepreneurial gaze of the sur-
rounding continents. The Gulf and

its islands are part of one consistent
landscape in which the edge condition
and the notion of the limit are in flux.
The result is a landscape defined by
the ebb and flow of water and people,
a conceivable realm whose utility was
derived from the ability to imagine a
purpose for islands.

As the states along the western coast
of the Gulf developed in the twentieth
century, the historical role of the body
of water ceased to exist. Formerly

a space of fluid movement and ex-
change, the Gulf became the dividing
space between larger nation-states.
The islands that dot this body of water
are no longer part of a network, rather,
they are isolated properties that serve
only as divisive points of contestation,
resolved by international arbitration.
Yet the imaginary of the island did not
end, and the logic of the island be-
came so totalizing that it would go on
to influence architectural and urban
development within the region. The
creation of artificial islands, free trade
zones, isolated real estate ventures, or
autonomous urban enclosures exhibit
the ongoing fascination with the plan-
nable. The island offers autonomy and
totality but also a space of separation
for reimagining the status quo. This
trend continues today with the cre-
ation of the Palm and World islands in
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Introductions

Curatorial Statement

Ali Karimi is a Bahraini Master in Architecture candidate
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. His interests
are in social housing, public space, and infrastructural
re-imaginings of the Gulf. Ali has worked in Dubai with
HOK, in Chile with Elemental, and attained regional
experience in public and private projects through his
time in Bahrain with Gulf House Engineering. Ali has also
conducted research on government-built housing in the
GCC with the Affordable Housing Institute in Boston as a
Joint Center for Housing Studies Fellow; and in Havana
with a grant from the David Rockefeller Center for Latin
American Studies. His work has been published in San
Rocco, CLOG, Wallpaper Magazine and the GSD
Platform Books.

Hamed Bukhamseen is a graduate of the Harvard
University Graduate School of Design where he earned a
Master of Architecture in Urban Design. With a Bachelor
of Architecture and Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Rhode
Island School of Design, he was awarded the Architecture
Alumni Travel Award where he undertook studies and in-
terventions on public water infrastructure. He has worked
internationally within the US, Germany and Kuwait on
various architectural and artistic projects. Aimed primarily
at the merger of interests in art and architecture across
the urban realm, his work has been published in numer-
ous media outlets and has been exhibited in Cambridge,
Rome, Venice, and Dublin.
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Dubai, the housing islands in Bahrain,
and the new plan for Kuwait’s offshore
territories, to name a few. The island
in the Gulf has become the only space
for imagining a scale beyond to the
national, the only space for discourse
or experimentation.

Tensions between regional countries
have led to the investigation and the
possibility that the Gulf islands hold
an alternative to the current nation-
al framework. BEWAG takes these
islands as possible points in a larger
plan for the region. This year’s Kuwaiti
participation at the 15th International
Architecture Exhibition — La Biennale
di Venezia documents these islands
and their histories, looking to under-
stand the landscape that forms the
Gulf, allowing the history of exchange
and maritime fluidity to occur. It

asks how the Gulf as a political and
economic space can be re-planned
through its islands, and reimagined
as a space of exchange rather than
division. The result is a master plan of
islands - literally and conceptually.

An invitation was sent out and asked
different architectural offices in the
region to propose an instance within
the larger framework of a masterplan.
The notion of ‘masterplanning’ these
islands, through variant architectural
contributions, suggests that a territo-

rial reimagining of a region can occur
through the acupunctural structuring
of points of contact and exchange.
Such a concept runs precisely counter
to the top-down planning approach
of cities and countries in the Gulf,
however such a subversion is neces-
sary where a united effort is an
unlikely proposition.

This “piecemeal masterplan,” is not
consistent, it is not holistic, it is not
authored, nor is it a single vision. It
leaves individuals and young offices
from the region with two questions—
what constitutes a masterplan and
how can we plan for a new region?
The design submissions received
range from the entrepreneurial to the
ecological providing an insight into
what is deemed an urgency that can
be addressed by architectural agency.
For a divided Gulf, a piecemeal mas-
terplan of its islands offers the consci-
entious autonomy which is the only
hope for political stability. By show-
casing an alternate past and future for
the region, the Kuwaiti Pavilion looks
beyond the status quo of the nation-
al as unproductive framework for
peace. The political issues associated
with that framework are negotiated
through an imaginary focused on
exchange and connectivity rather than
two coasts and the gulf between them.
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Introductions

Editor’s Note

Muneerah AlRabe

Muneerah Alrabe is a Master of Science of Architecture
candidate in the Aga Khan Program for Islamic Architec-
ture (AKPIA) at Massachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). She holds a Bachelor of Architecture from Syracuse
University and has professional experience in the field of
architecture and design in Kuwait and Germany. Her inter-
ests lie in the intersection of politics, sociology, economics
and design in the Arab World. As a student of AKPIA,

she has conducted research on the transnational power
relations of the Gulf Cooperative Council’s interconnec-
tion grid as a tool for regional power and nation building.
In addition, she has investigated the current and past
socio-political movements in Kuwait to understand their
impact on urban form and urban life within Kuwait and the
Arabian Gulf. Currently, she is investigating the socio-spa-
tial politics of public space within Kuwait City in the hopes
of achieving a new understating of public spaces within
Kuwait City, in order to enhance and develop public life
within Kuwait.
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Between East and West, A Gulfis a new territorial project
that recasts the positioning of the Gulf with the aim to
reconcile the eastern Persian shoreline with its western

Arabian counterpart.

In order to reveal a new dimension to
the highly contested body of water,
the project focuses on the regional
islands and their strategic potential
for implementing a new master plan.
The intention is to create more politi-
cal, social, and economic unity for the
entire Gulf region.

Taking the fragmented, single entity
of the island as a starting point, this
publication communicates and en-
gages the overlapping layers of shared
history and documents the vast, un-
tapped territories of the 300+ islands
located within the Gulf. The aim is to
explore new alternatives for a less vol-
atile future. Each of the three sections
within the publication correlates with
each of these narratives.

The first section, “Narratives,” recasts
the overlapping historical descriptions
of the islands, exploring notions of
identity, spatiality, phenomenolo-

gy, and the acquired socioeconomic
and political constructs that persist.
This section utilizes the expertise of
historians, architects, and artists to
trace these narratives with the hope of
identifying the beginnings of national
identities through specific fragments
of the Gulf islands. This acts as a
backdrop to understanding the con-
temporary complexity of the region’s
geopolitical relations.

The second section, titled “Represen-
tations,” seeks to archive the 300+
islands and archipelagos into a tool of
investigation that calls attention to the
intricacies, overlaps, and aggregations
of the varying island typologies.

Leaping from historical accounts

into foreseeable imaginaries, the last
section of the publication, “Projec-
tions” envisions a possible vision of
the future. This section portrays the
urgency for architecture and design
practitioners to envision the islands,
and the Gulf more generally, as a proj-
ect of unity rather than division.

The logic of the fragmented islands

is reflected in the disjointed format

of the publication itself. The visual
narrative collects pieces of historical
snapshots with an assemblage of pho-
tographic accounts and diagrammatic
representations of the dispersed isles.
The visual catalog illuminates geo-
graphic and phenomenological con-
nections of these fragmented islands,
to illustrate the once-unnoticeable
similarities. It acts as a large inventory
of natural and constructed islands.
The catalog epitomizes the islands as
vital territories, strategically located
throughout the Gulf, to allow for a
comprehensive regional project. While
at the same time, the textual essays
enable individual interpretations to be
understood within a particular time
and space.

Overall, the publication is a respon-
sive call for urgency, to envision an
alternative future derived from a
conceived past. It did not seek to limit
itself within a fixed structure, but
rather emerged as a result of engaging
historians, architects, and artists from
across the region to participate in re-
imagining and recasting the historical

past and the projective future, through

an island lens.
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Evolving Boundaries

Rethinking Borders and
Drawing a Better Line
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To draw a line is to draw a distinction—a separation
between one space and another. On the other hand, to
draw a line is to draw a connection between one point

and another.

In both instances, the line is defined
as a boundary, and the commonality
in both is that an alternative dimen-
sion is constructed that is essential-

ly an in-between space that can be
defined as a threshold. The history

of drawing boundary lines is exam-
ined in this paper, with an emphasis
on ocean space as the threshold for
reconsidering the anatomy and defini-
tion of a “line.” The Arabian (Persian)
Gulf and the islands of Al-‘Arabiyah
and Farsi are utilized as examples to
bring forth the case of the evolving na-
ture of the boundary line, as a political
and economic medium in the quest
for dominance.

A boundary can be defined as a line
drawn in space to mark the peripher-
ies of a state or a territory.! Interna-
tional boundaries can be classified in
four types: 1) functional/genetic, 2) an-
tecedent, 3) subsequent, and 4) relict
boundaries. The first type, functional,
is based upon geographical conditions
where borders are defined following
existing physical boundaries (con-
ditions) manifested by nature, such

as a river or a mountain range. The
second type of boundary, antecedent,
is commonly used today in the New
World. This type of boundary usually
comprises straight or geometric lines
that are drawn and defined on a map
around a conference table, without
full consideration of the land condi-
tions. These boundaries are usually
defined through formal agreements
between two or more states. The third
type of boundary is the subsequent
boundary, and this is based upon
ethnic-cultural divisions, whereby de-
lineations are set according to either
religion or language. The fourth type
of boundary is known as relict, and

these are boundary lines that have
lost their political function, whereby a
bigger state absorbs a smaller state, or
when boundaries between two states
are abandoned or redrawn.?

Boundaries are complex in their
nature as is evident in the case of the
Arabian Gulf. The Gulf presents an in-
teresting example regarding maritime
boundary conditions, due to its wealth
in natural resources such as gas and
oil, and its geographical form, where a
continental shelf boundary is located
and shared between seven states. Here
the water is the medium that simulta-
neously connects and divides the sur-
rounding states. In a sense, the water
is the frontier and the connecting zone,
which as a result of economic and po-
litical aspirations of the surrounding
states, evolves into a boundary where
the need for defining points of con-
tact becomes imminent. In the Ara-
bian Gulf, there are multiple types of
boundaries present, whereby the an-
tecedent periphery is present through
the marine boundaries drawn and
agreed upon by the different states in
the way in which the waters are shared.
Simultaneously, the functional bound-
ary is the continental shelf, which
imposes on the contrived antecedent
boundaries. Boundaries are complex
as there may be a series of different
interpretations of borders within the
same context. This complexity is often
a result of politicization.

Historically, the predecessor to the
concept of the boundary is the fron-
tier. In the ancient world, man was
preoccupied with defining the ““fron-
tiers’ of his realm; the modern man’s
main concern regarding the periph-
eries of his dominion is to define its
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‘boundaries.””® To elaborate further

on the distinction between the two
notions, we can trace the two terms et-
ymologically. Their roots are distinct-
ly different, as Peter J. Taylor (1989)
explains while citing Kristof (1959),
the frontier comes from the notion

of being “in front” as the “spearhead
of the civilization.” Boundary, on the
other hand, comes from “bounds”
implying territorial limits. Taylor
distinguishes the two notions defining
the frontier to be “outward-oriented”
whilst boundary is “inward-oriented”.
. .whereas a boundary is a definite line
of separation, a frontier is a zone

of contact.”

As a zone, the frontier suggested

the limits of a state’s power and
influence, and it brought together two
entities that were in conflict whether,
politically or socially, as they pushed
towards each other. Therefore, the
frontier becomes a space of contact
between two entities, where one
political and military power of the two
states faces each other. The boundary
on the other hand is more divisive and
is regarded as the limiting edge of a
state’s influence. For instance, in the
case of the Arabian (Persian) Gulf,

the boundaries are a manifestation

of a political push, initially between
the Persian and Ottoman Empires,
and later between the British and

the Iranians.’

The notion of the boundary is an
invention of the nineteenth centu-

ry. Prior to that, the concept of the
frontier was dominant, regarded by
the ancient man to mark the end of
his conquest. “Frontier is, therefore,
ancient and boundary is new.”® Defin-
ing boundaries was a necessity during
the nineteenth century; it came hand
in hand with the development of the
world-economy. The first borderlines
were established in North America,
Europe, Australia, South Africa, and
with the boundaries between British
India and Iran. Drawing these margins
was fundamental to the establishment

of the new world economic order,
which meant that precise points of
contacts between states was necessary
for trade systems to prosper, thus the
birth of state boundaries.

Upon the establishment of boundaries,
an evolution in their interpretation
also occurs, most notably in the seas.
There is a shift from an act of steward-
ship and governance towards owner-
ship, as is evident in the contested wa-
ters of the Arabian Gulf. The territory
of ocean space, due to its fluid nature,
allows sovereign states to not only
own the resources of that area but also
have the ability to control and manage
the sea vessels that traverse the delin-
eated area. This form of governance
extends the country’s control beyond
its territorial land and spreads its
sphere of influence onto places that it
does not posses. However, due to the
necessity of safe passage, claiming wa-
ter like territory ultimately increases
political, economic, and social power.
This has been encouraged by com-
petitive capitalist production.” Water
is governed by sovereign states “as

a means of commodifying and guar-
anteeing rents from resources, the
modern era has been characterized by
a number of proclamations and events
that generally are perceived as draw-
ing lines designed to foster the enclo-
sure, possession, and management of
ocean space.”®

The Arabian Gulf islands of Farsi and
Al-‘Arabiyah were unclaimed until
1929, and offer a poignant example

of the way modern boundaries have
evolved to be drawn. This particular
case had a profound historical and
political impact as it shed light on the
construction of maritime boundaries
between Saudi Arabia and Iran. This
was significant during the twentieth
century due to the development of
the world-economy as these bound-
aries had great economic and po-
litical impact on the control of the
offshore oil and gas reserves. In order
to understand the nature in which
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these boundaries were shaped, it is
necessary to study the history of these
islands further.?®

It wasn’t until 1929, when the question
of ownership was raised by the agen-
cies of the British government. Until
then, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Iran
all claimed possession. These islands
are particularly significant due to
their location in a zone that is rich in
natural resources (fig. 1). The British
presided over the disputes between
the three countries and what it might
mean for Britain in terms of access to
any oil reserves.”® In the mid 1940s the
Kuwait Oil Company erected a beacon
on Farsi Island and Saudi Arabia and
Iran protested. During the 1960s, Iran
and Saudi Arabia reopened talks re-
garding the ownership of these islands,
due mostly to the geological nature of
the seabed and the wealth of natural
resources therein. Furthermore, the
possibility of offshore oil deposits in
the north of the Gulf attracted the
attention of these neighboring coun-
tries." The countries resumed talks
and came to an agreement in 1965
whereby Saudi Arabia claimed Al-‘Ara-
biyah and Iran claimed Farsi Island.'?
However, the demarcation of the con-
tinental shelf boundary in 1968 meant
the borders were further confirmed,
although the median line had to be
adjusted to account for the split in
ownership of the two islands.’

The characteristics of the formed
boundary agreement between Al-‘Ara-
biyah and Farsi islands were simul-
taneously antecedent and functional
boundary types. The mechanism

by which the boundary lines were
established was through a series of
letters that finally resulted in a written
agreement, known as the “Agreement
concerning the sovereignty over the
Islands of Al-‘Arabiyah and Farsi and
the delimitation of the boundary

line separating the submarine areas
between the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia and Iran.”* The dividing line was
based on connecting the specified

latitude and longitude points of the
submarine areas, which related to
each nation. The agreement relays a
series of coordinates that—when a
line is drawn between them—identify
the dividing boundary between

both states.?

As the two islands were predominantly
left unoccupied prior to the agree-
ment, what became evident is that the
ocean space had greater significance
than the islands themselves. There-
fore, it was less about the islands than
it was about the control over the ocean
space, and its subsequent economic
value, that made this demarcation

so significant. What was beneath the
seabed had great economic value and
by shifting the line in either direction,
an oil deposit could be claimed by
one state or the other. Therefore the
agreement was based upon the estab-
lishment of marine boundaries rather
than ownership of the land, and the
result of this agreement significantly
shaped the Saudi-Iranian maritime
boundaries in relation to offshore oil
and gas deposits.

The territorializing of the ocean space
is ultimately related to its stewardship.
And although resources found with-
in the seabed provide a great deal of
incentive, the control and movement
of seafaring vessels also enables an
increased economic gain.

Ultimately, it is not merely how these
borders are drawn on maps, but more
so their spatial realization once the
agreements have been made. The
translation of boundaries from vectors
on maps into demarcations of sov-
ereignty can lead to points of con-
frontation. The borderline is a highly
protected territory in most cases, and
infringement upon a boundary can
cause significant political unrest, as
was the case with the American Navy
crew that crossed into Iranian marine
space near Farsi Island in January of
2016. Although the Navy claimed that
it had crossed into Iranian waters by

Between East & West: A Gulf

Map of the vast oil and gas reserves spread across the Arabian Gulf.
Drawn by Studio Bound
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Map of the Saudi Arabia and Iran Continental Shelf Boundary which was agreed
and put into charter in 1969 defining the first marine boundaries separating Saudi
Arabia and Iran. Drawn by Fortuné Penniman and Studio Bound
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mistake, Iran held the Americans “one
night in captivity on Farsi.”¢ After
questioning the sailors, it was appar-
ent that their patrol boats entered the
Iranian territory mistakenly, due to
mechanical and navigational fail-
ures. Farsi Island currently serves

as a base for the naval wing of Iran’s
Revolutionary Guard Corps, and as
the US boats were intercepted at sea,
they were taken into custody on the
island. The repercussions of such a
move can be drastic and are highly
politicized. For instance, in this case,
the commander of the naval branch of
the Revolutionary Guard gave a public
account of the incident on television.

In 2007 a similar incident occurred
when the British Navy entered Iranian
waters without prior consent. They
were held captive for twelve days and
released in a high profile ceremony,
the British patrol boats that were
captured were never returned to the
British Navy.”

Through the presented cases, contest-
ed debates of ownership regarding
boundary lines are evident and they
ultimately restrict portions of the
frontier (the ocean space). The border
is the point of confrontation between
the state and whoever tries to trespass
its territories. Through the boundary
line, the state internalizes itself and
protects its territory on which gas and
oil deposits are found. In fact, it is
due to these deposits that the Arabian
Gulf has gained vast attention, not
just by the countries that surround

it, but also distant countries such as
the United Kingdom and the United
States. This brings into question how
delineation of the ocean space could
further evolve between the states they
separate, to adapt to a rapidly chang-
ing economic and political realm. As a
zone whose border interests are con-
tested globally, border ramifications
are no longer exclusive to the states
they separate. Rather, as economic
values create worldwide ripple effects
(such as the price of oil in the world

market), these maritime borders are
more and more a matter of universal
domain, bringing forth the need to
critically re-examine the notion of a
“boundary” and what it means in an
ever-connected world.

The boundary itself has evolved since
its inception, whether from a fron-
tier to a boundary, or to the multiple
definitions and classifications within
its modernized typology. It leads us
to speculate on the future of boundar-
ies and what they could be redefined
as moving forward. Specifically, the
political tensions and volatility in the
Gulf region lead us to question the
current interpretations. Perhaps in-
stead of shutting away and seeing the
boundaries as highly hostile spaces,
the ocean space could foster an alter-
native. Whether through redefining
it to become a neutral zone, which is
a notion that was considered during
the 1960s UN agreement between
Kuwait, Iran, and Saudi Arabia. In
that instance, Kuwait was willing to
define its boundary at the shoreline if
Iran agreed to do the same. However,
Iran was only willing to do so if Saudi
Arabia was also willing to give away
its marine boundary. The idea was to
make the Arabian Gulf a neutral zone
between the three countries. This
notion was not agreed upon.®

It is interesting to speculate on

the possibility of a shared maritime
commons and the implications that
this might put forward. Perhaps in
this way, the islands could become
moments of interaction between the
citizens of the surrounding states.
Not belonging to any old-notion of
state-based sovereignty, but rather
belonging to the people. In this vision,
the islands would be points of trade,

whereby the economies could prosper,

free from the political agendas of the
state. Ideally, this might ease the
strict and sometimes difficult
process of trade common across the
Gulf region.
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Studio Bound founded in 2015, by AA alumni Hessa Al
Bader, Basmah Kaki and Hussam Dakkak, is a multidis-
ciplinary design studio based between London, Jeddah
and Kuwait. Operating as both a design and research lab,
Studio Bound is working on design projects in the Middle
East and Europe, and is currently working on an archival
manuscript researching Makkah in collaboration with the
AAin London.

Fortuné Penniman is an architect based in Dubai. He
graduated with honors from the AA School of Architecture
in London, and is currently working on research & design
projects in the Gulf region.
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Precedent suggests that fixating on
one typology or one definition of a
boundary is impractical and obsolete
due to the rapidly changing geopolit-
ical conditions. Given this reality, it is
important to view once-prescriptive
zones or typologies in more fluid, tran-
sient, and potentially more prosperous

ways. The boundary may no longer be
visible and enforced. It would instead
be part of an alternative dimension
that evolves out of custom, trade, and
social interaction, allowing for the
flexibility to repurpose itself as it dif-
fuses across the surrounding frontiers.
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On April 12, 1893, the Zanzibar Gazette described an inci-

dent that had taken place the previous Sunday afternoon.

British officers in on the island had spotted a dhow qui-
etly sailing away from the harbor under the French flag.
Because the “circumstances of her departure warranted
a search” officials boarded the vessel, where they found
more than fifty slaves stowed away. “The owners of the
dhow,” the article continued, “were Arabs from Oman,
and the destination was to be the Persian Gulf.” But
despite the discovery of suspected slaves on board the
vessel, the search party’s hands were tied: “As the dhow
sailed under the French flag,” the author of the piece
lamented, the naval officer “proceeded to the French con-
sulate and surrendered the dhow to the French consul.™
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The incident reported in the Zanzi-

bar Gazette was but one of many that
occurred around the Western Indian
Ocean. Over the course of the last

two decades of the nineteenth centu-
ry, British officers in Zanzibar, Aden,
Muscat, and Dubai would regularly
encounter suspected Arab slave traders,
sailing under the French flag and who
possessed French papers. In London,
the phenomenon of slaving dhows hid-
ing behind official papers had captured
the attention of British officials and the
British public so much that by Febru-
ary 1889 the English newspaper The
Illustrated London News, in a short
and otherwise perfunctory article on
the East African slave trade, printed

a massive two-page image of British
naval officers boarding a dhow with
the caption “The Blockade of the East
Coast of Africa: Overhauling the Papers
of a Suspicious Dhow” [See Figure 1].2

The overwhelming majority of these
dhows, it became clear, hailed from
the port of Sur — a small dhow port on
the southeast corner of the Arabian
Peninsula, roughly 100 miles away
from Muscat.? A small port, Sur had
quickly developed an oversized repu-
tation as an entrep6t for slaves coming
to Arabia from East Africa. British

naval expeditions in last decades of
the nineteenth century often consist-
ed of chasing Suri dhows but failing

to apprehend them, often because
they raised the French flag to prevent
the officers from searching the ship.
By the beginning of the twentieth
century, the issue had reached such
proportions that the British Govern-
ment, after several failed attempts to
convince the French Consul in Muscat
to stop issuing French papers to Suri
dhows, decided to take the matter to
the newly-formed Permanent Court
of Arbitration in The Hague. At the
court, the British government argued
that France was flippantly ignoring all
established principles of international
law and imperial jurisdiction.

Using the case of the Suri mariners as
a springboard, his chapter will attempt
to rethink the connections between
the Gulf and Indian Ocean in the age
of empires. Rather than thinking about
the sea as a strictly natural phenome-
non, it might be useful to think about
the assemblages of actors, texts, in-
struments, and ideas that shaped the
seascape. This was a world in which
empires claimed jurisdiction over vast
maritime spaces, but did so in very
small ways - through pieces of paper,
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which mariners could then take and
make claims of their own to and could
fit within a documentary repertoire
that they drew on in crafting their own
seascapes. Life at sea, then, was much
more than dhows, monsoons, and port
cities: it was in the geographies that
Gulf mariners actively created through
the texts and instruments they mobi-

lized to bring order to a changing world.

I

At the behest of the British, the Sultan
of Muscat, Sayyid Faisal bin Turki,
traveled to Sur in June 1900 to meet
with captains who had taken French
papers, which they called agwal (sing.
qol, or declaration). When he met the
mariners, the Sultan and his armed
retainers forcefully confiscated the Suri
captains’ agwal, and issued a declara-
tion forbidding them from taking them
in the future. However, rather than
prompting the immediate surrender

of French protection, the confiscation
had a more predictable effect: Suri
captains immediately went to the
French consular and petitioned him for
the restitution of their agwal.* Through
their petitions, historians can glean a
sense of how and why Suri captains
imagined themselves as protégés of the
French Empire, and what work they
imagined French papers as doing for
them in a world of increasing regula-
tion. And all but the tersest of petitions
mobilized at least one of two notions:
that the French would protect them

“on land and at sea” — a capacious and
robust protection regime that was in-
fused with (trans?) local meaning.

One of the more revealing petitions in
the collection preserved in the French
record was by Mohammed bin Sulaim
bin ‘Abood, recorded in July 1900. His
exchange with the Sultan forcefully
articulated this anti-British imaginary.
When the Sultan’s suggested to him
that the French would not stand up for
the Suris against the British, the mari-
ner retorted “O Sayyid, do not belittle
the French state if you do not know it,
for we know that it is not weaker than

that state that you came with [i.e. the
British], and it is stronger in its can-
nons and manawir and soldiers.” He
then asked the Sultan if he knew of
“the Turkish state”; when the Sultan
replied in the affirmative, Bin ‘Abood
told him that “it [i.e. the French state]
is of that strength and more.”® Through
an invocation of the strength of the
Ottoman Empire, which had for years
reached out to maritime communities
around the Indian Ocean in an attempt
to establish a regional meta-sover-
eignty,® Bin ‘Abood highlighted the
mariners’ hope that by allying with
the French they might form a counter-
weight to British hegemony, both in
Oman and in the Western Indian Ocean
more broadly.

Central to Bin ‘Abood’s claim to French
subjecthood was his notion of place.

In his conversation with the Sultan of
Muscat, Bin ‘Abood declared that he
and his family “have in Bukin [Mad-
agascar] wealth and children and
homes”, emphasizing that “since I have
been of sound mind I have been under
French protection, and my residence is
in Bukin.”” Despite his presence in Sur,
Bin ‘Abood could locate himself and
his family squarely within a French
possession in the Indian Ocean. This
was not merely posturing: the captain
did have a long history of movement
between Sur, Zanzibar, and the French
islands in the Indian Ocean.®

Bin ‘Abood was not alone in claiming
a connection to a French possession
elsewhere. During that same month, a
number of other Suri dhow captains
made similar claims. One mariner,
Khamis bin Musallam, claimed that he
lived in Madagascar for nearly thirty
years as a child and that his father

had passed away there; he added that
he had been employed by the French
in Mauritius, Nosy Be, and Mayotte.’
Still others claimed to own property

or have family in the Comoros Islands
or Djibouti.’ By contrast, not one of
the Suri mariners claimed any sort of
allegiance to the Sultan of Muscat, who
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exercised nominal jurisdiction over the
port of Sur.

Suri claims to residence, family, and
wealth in French islands around the
Indian Ocean, then, constituted more
than a cheap attempt to place them-
selves under French jurisdiction. In
part, they signaled a history of tran-
sregional belonging — that they were
part of a maritime world that included
a network of islands and port cities in
the Western Indian Ocean. And there
is much to back it up: as part of an
itinerant commercial community that
moved dates, mangrove poles, and
other goods around the Western Indian
Ocean, Suris had plenty of opportunity
to embed themselves within French
islands. Some had migrated there

from very early on, establishing sugar,
vanilla, and coffee plantations. Suri
mariners had registered themselves in
Mayotte from as early as 1863; another
kept a wife in the Comoros and had
registered himself there in 1880. Still
another spent his life shuttling be-
tween family members in the Comoros,
Pemba, Madagascar, and the Gulf."

Their movements might fruitfully be
placed in a broader historical context.
One of the most prominent vectors of
regional migration was between Oman
and East Africa. While Arabs from
Oman had been settling in East Africa
for centuries, a boom in the ivory trade
during the early nineteenth century
prompted hundreds of Omanis to trav-
el to Zanzibar and coastal East Africa in
pursuit of fortune. Many invested their
earnings in a growing plantation econ-
omy on the coast, where they settled
for generations, reaping the benefits of
East Africa’s growing integration into
the world economy.

The commercial bonanza was not
limited to Oman and East Africa: by
the second half of the 19", merchants
in the Gulf were reaping the rewards
of the transformations that had tak-
en place around the Western Indian
Ocean. A late-nineteenth century

boom in demand for dates and pearls
from the Gulf gave a boost to its trade
with the broader Indian Ocean. In the
late eighteenth century there were a
number of Kuwaiti merchant families
operating out of Surat — once the prin-
cipal commercial and financial center
of Western India; however, by the mid-
19", after Surat’s decline, many more
had moved to Bombay, Karachi, Cali-
cut, Mangalore and other ports on the
West Coast of India.

Gulf merchants in Bombay and other
Indian ports primarily dealt in pearls,
the Gulf’s most valuable export, but
also sold dates, either directly or
through local brokers: dhow captains
would pick up shipments of dates from
farms the merchants owned in Basra
and would transport them to brokers’
offices along the entire coast. Although
the goods they imported from the Gulf
were limited in their variety, the range
of goods they sent back to their home
ports was dizzying: lists from Kuwaiti
merchants in Bombay and Karachi
during the 1920s include prices for
different legumes, sugar, tea, wheat
flour, cloth, shoes and even matches.
Their presence in India, coupled with a
substantial Indian presence in the Gulf,
effectively tied the two regions together
in a reciprocal commerce in food, com-
modities, and credit.

But the history of trans-regional mobil-
ity and settlement in the Gulf and In-
dian Ocean was hardly free of outside
intervention. Virtually every mariner
began his statement with a reference
to the threat that British men-of-war -
Arabized as manawir — posed to their
mobility. “All of this happened because
of fear of British manawir”, claimed
one captain, ‘Abdullah bin Khamis;
another, Salim bin Musallam, stated
that they were “afraid of the English
manawir and we wanted them to go
away and give us breathing room.”*?
Others articulated the fear of British
manawir “coming up on us” in differ-
ent ways.”® The captains’ usage of term
manawir opens the doors to a much
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A Sample Titre de Navigation, issued in Aden in 1900
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longer history of European patrol ships
at sea, starting with the Portuguese
men-of-war that tried to assert their
sovereignty over the Indian Ocean by
forcing cartazes onto local shipping.*
In calling them manawir, Suri mariners
brought British cruisers into a turbu-
lent history of Omani encounters with
Europeans at sea, and of the crisscross-
ing webs of imperial alliances and reg-
ulations that shaped dhow itineraries
in the Indian Ocean.

In claiming French protection “on land
and at sea”, Suri captains were trying
to shape the contours of an interna-
tional legal order, translating it into
terms that had more meaning to them
locally. The agwal, as the material
manifestation of international legal
regime, constituted the basic artifact
by which they understood a changing
body of international law as taking
shape locally, but also acted as a tool
by which they could make that regime
work for them. By using the aqwal to
assert their membership in a network
of islands and port cities connecting
South Arabia to French possessions
across the Arabian Sea, and by infusing
that membership with a history of in-
ter-imperial competition, Suri captains
crudely sketched out the contours of a
transoceanic legal geography as they
would have understood it. As imperial
officials constructed a new regulatory
seascape based on attachments to land
and sovereign states, these mariners
used the instruments of that order to
make spatial and legal claims of their
own. Their consumption of the aqgwal
sought to produce realities that were
separate from the processes and struc-
tures that produced them - realities
that ran below their winds, rather than
against them.

II

As a set of papers, the agwal were a
written manifestation of the forms of
protection that mariners sought, and of
the legal geographies that they imag-
ined themselves as inhabiting. But

also because they were a set of papers,

the agwal took on a material form that
protection itself could not. They could
thus be transferred from one person to
another, or included as part of a sale
contract. In the captains’ use of the
agwal in moments we can see a sense
of how that status, instantiated as it
was in a set of documents, could trans-
fer between people and possessions. In
a legal world of hardening jurisdictions,
their fluid use of French papers and the
flag enacted a community around the
documents themselves and the protec-
tions they involved. But of course, the
agwal themselves were only one part of
a much broader documentary reper-
toire that Gulf captains and sailors
utilized to navigate the uncertainties of
a changing imperial seascape. Images
of Arab dhows being searched by Brit-
ish officials depicted officers looking
through several papers, not just one.
And to be sure, Gulf captains made use
of a dizzying variety of instruments
and texts to navigate the waters.

As they sailed around the Indian Ocean,
captains from Kuwait and Oman
recorded their journeys in logbooks
(called roznamahs) in which they made
note of their location, the calendar date
(according to three calendars: Hijri,
Gregorian, and Nawruz), the condition
of the water, other dhows they came
into contact with, and general observa-
tions on trade. These, combined with
the nautical manuals that a number of
captains published, rendered an ocean-
ic seascape legible and navigable — in a
sense, it made them familiar. Through
reliance on past roznamahs and
manuals, those traveling around the
Indian Ocean could picture themselves
navigating a seascape that many others
had traversed before them. These texts
took the uncertain furies of nature

that could have made for a disastrous
voyage and rendered them into known
itineraries and routes - sea lanes that
were secure, safe, and predictable.

And Gulf crews never ambled along

aimlessly; they traveled through
networks of merchants and brokers,
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communication with whom gave a
particular structure to the annual
voyages. The letters that captains

and merchants wrote to one another
between the Gulf and Indian Ocean;
the telegraphs they sent, the price lists
they circulated, and the salutations
that echoed through their correspon-
dences forged commercial and social
links across the sea. And these were
particularly important in an age of
emerging modern capitalism, where
Gulf merchants and dhow captains
became increasingly marginalized

as global economic actors. Through
the networks they forged — networks
underpinned by a constant flow of
letters and other forms of written
communication — Gulf merchants and
captains eked out profits at the mar-
gins of a changing regional economy.
Their world might not have been one
of global finance and industry, but they
could ensure that the trade in pearls,
dates, timber, and foodstuffs wouldn’t
slip beyond their grasp.

And finally, written financial instru-
ments were crucial to how the dhow
crew itself was assembled and bound
to the voyage. If the dhow trade was
able to maintain a partial autonomy
throughout the different waves of em-
pires in the Indian Ocean, it was in no
small part due to the internal workings
of the dhow trade, the institutions
that merchants, captains, and divers
developed to regulate their relations
with one another - in a sense, the very
architecture of the dhows’ mode of
production. These were largely auton-
omous: though participants at times
appealed to different juridical author-
ities in the region, including local
rulers and sometimes European courts,
the system was a highly insular one,
governed by merchants and captains;
not even Muslim qadis or jurists were
able to intervene in its operation. Debt
bound mariners to dhows, captains

to merchants. In economic activities
characterized by risk and uncertain-
ty, the bonds of obligation that credit
created gave Indian Ocean economic

actors the certainty and flexibility they
needed to continue to produce the
commodities they depended on while
adapting to changing circumstances.
And it was in the account ledgers that
captains carried with them - a genre of
financial writing that itself was built on
countless debt instruments — that all of
these debts and obligations met. The
agwal, then, formed only one compo-
nent of a broader documentary arsenal
among captains — a set of texts that the
captains, merchants, and crews readily
deployed to bring order to a changing
economic and political world around
them. The maritime world of the Gulf
was only in part animated by the ships
and port cities that linked it to the Indi-
an Ocean; it also resided in the forms of
writing that Gulf mariners mobilized to
capture opportunities, to craft itinerar-
ies, and to navigate a changing imperi-
al and commercial seascape.

11

What does the Gulf’s history look like
from the perspective of the water?
How might we capture the world of
Indian Ocean trade and travel as Gulf
mariners might have seen it? How do
we write a history that eschews prefab-
ricated geographical and political cate-
gories in favor of geopolitical and legal
imaginaries? This chapter has attempt-
ed to address these questions by think-
ing about geography and trans-oceanic
mobility through the medium of texts.
Starting with small statements and
mundane instruments, it has worked
its way upward into a larger, more en-
compassing understanding of how Gulf
mariners articulated (and inscribed)
their place in an oceanic world, and
how they navigated a changing impe-
rial seascape. If imperial authorities
sought to regulate the captains’ use of
agwal in order to inscribe clear bound-
aries between licit and illicit movement
in the Indian Ocean, they failed to
grasp at how the agwal fit into a broad-
er documentary and textual repertoire
that captains had long been mobilizing
to bring order to a ever-changing mari-
time world.
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Telegraph Island is situated a mile off the Musandam
Peninsula. Historically, the tribes of Musandam aligned
themselves with the Sultan of Oman, instead of Sheikh
Zayed, the ruler born in Al Ain, who later formed the
United Arab Emirates. To this day, the peninsula is an
Omani exclave, separated from its motherland by the
United Arab Emirates (UAE). It is a strategic location,
known for the passage of approximately 35% of the
world’s seaborne oil, partially controlled by the UAE and
Iran.! Geographically, the area sits at the edge of the Ara-
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bian tectonic plate and is surrounded by fjords, while a
few towns and ports populate its boundaries.

Telegraph Island is well known for

the British colonialists who attempt-
ed to make a permanent base for a
telegraphic repeater station in the
Persian Gulf. Their aim was to estab-
lish better communications with the
subcontinent, Australia, and New
Zealand. At first glance, the island
might appear inconsequential and
minuscule, but it belonged to the glob-
ally extensive Eastern Telegraph Com-
pany, which derived from the British
telegraphic network that sent commu-
nicative signals to North America via
cables under the Atlantic Ocean.?

The telegraph was developed for
engineered intelligence using human
semiotics. The idea for the telegraph
technology came from flag semaphore
systems that used colored and angled
flags to convey messages over long
distances. This type of signaling trans-
fer differentiates from others in that
signals are communicated without the
recipient obtaining an object or
message, but simply by observing

or listening.?

Futurist and science fiction writer
Arthur C. Clarke explained, “A hun-
dred years ago, the electric telegraph
made possible—indeed, inevitable—
the United States of America. The
communications satellite will make

equally inevitable a United Nations of
Earth; let us hope that the transition
period will not be equally bloody.” In
other words, when the telegraph was
invented, it revolutionized how the
world—or rather how the imperial
world—communicated. Prior to the
telegraph, cables were initially made
from copper, tarred hemp, and India
rubber and a message from London to
New York took 12 days; 73 days to Syd-
ney, Australia; and 57 days to Shang-
hai, China. By the mid-1850s, the
telegraphic system was able to trans-
mit 15 words a minute from London to
North America.’

The entire history of the telegraph is
conveyed as a British invention. This
time-space compression of sending
and receiving messages provided the
English world with tremendous en-
thusiasm and anxiety in terms of the
present shifting far more quickly into
the future. (A now normalized feeling
in a world that has experienced the In-
dustrial Revolution and has the means
for real-time video communications
via the Internet.)

The laying of submarine cables was a
marvelous feat. A landing-telegraph
station, usually built at specific shores,
would be connected to a cable that
spread out into the sea. A specialized
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ship carried these cables in order to
lay them down as delegated by nation-
al and international port authorities,
local and global governments, and pri-
vate telecommunication providers.®
(Private companies, enabled by local
powers, spanning numerous nation-
alities and political alliances, owned
these cables.)As the telegraph gained
momentum in the North Atlantic,
Britain started to look eastward, main-
ly to establish a connection to the
Empire’s jewel, India. The Indo-Eu-
ropean Telegraph Network carved
through the Suez Canal and Red Sea,
then spread out from the Horn of Af-
rica into the Indian Ocean, and finally
landed in Mumbai. This cable later
evolved to reach the eastern Asian
regions and Australia.”

Since telegraphic signals faded with
distance, multiple stations around the
route were selected to repeat mes-
sages or “boost” them. And although
a submarine cable connecting Lon-
don to Bombay was established in

the Red Sea and Aden, the quality

of transmission was poor. This led

to pilot studies on new telegraphic
submarine routes. Geological surveys
pointed towards the Persian Gulf as an
alternative route from London to the
subcontinent. Eventually, the British
government decided to lay a cable
through the Persian Gulf via Ottoman
telegraphic lines. This necessitated
the establishment of multiple repeater
stations across the Gulf.® The main
telegram stations that existed during
the mid-nineteenth century were in
Bushire, Iran and Gwadar, Pakistan,
and, consequently, the booster cho-
sen between these two locations was
Jazirat al-Magqlab, the island off the
Musandam Peninsula, which evolved
to become what we know today as
Telegraph Island.’

The built connection was achieved
in 1865, except it was very difficult
to sustain operations at the station.
There were several factors that con-
tributed to its failure. The Ottomans

had difficulty securing the line in
Mesopotamia, whose tribes protested
and fought against the building of
the cable. Tribes who lived in Mu-
sandam also opposed the repeater
station since they perceived it to be a
British invasion and colonization of
their lands. Moreover, the ominous,
disconnected, and isolated location
of the island, as well as the extreme
heat it experienced led to the death of
two British operators in as many years.
There are myths that operators were
driven towards insanity because the
island felt so detached and forgotten.
Finally, the delivery of goods (such

as letters and foods) were rare and
extremely difficult to come by while
living on the island.*®

It was evacuated a few years after it
was developed. However, it remained
an important site for British control in
the region. When you visit the Qatar
Digital Library, you’ll find a plethora
of letters sent between London and
its colonies dictating how a decision
could not be met regarding which
flag to erect on Telegraph Island after
evacuation: would it be the Union
Jack or the Blue Ensign of the Royal
India Marine?" The former would im-
ply sovereignty over the island, which
Britain did not have, while the latter
might imply British responsibility to
defend it, which the government did
not want.?

The British goal for Telegraph Island
was to dispense another node within
its Indian Ocean colonial network for
the extraction and accumulation of
resources, intelligence, and territo-
ry. More critically, Telegraph Island
remains a part of the consequential
European intrusion on Gulf soil, not
through visible direct infrastructures,
but through terminal, invisible infra-
structures and connective pathways
to European imperial centers or even
shadow governments. This is, perhaps,
ironically mimicked in the engineer-
ing of submarine cables, which are
designed to be invisible to humans.
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The cables are usually buried under
the sea ground, away from sight.

ow, what this says about today’s small
yet powerful Gulf countries is that
colonial interests did not occur only
upon the discovery of oil, but also in
creating a cartography of pathways

or points of connectivity for British
global hegemony and vantage.'®* More
than just appearing with the tele-
graph, Britain’s colonial engineers
were also lobbying Omani maritime
industries in the Indian Ocean and
seizing control over its slave trade

by appealing to Oman’s immediate
neighbors, the Al Qasimis (who today
rule over the emirates of Sharjah and
Ras al-Khaimah). Moreovet, in the
early twentieth century, the Gulf grew
into strategic locales for the landings
and alights of Imperial Airways, an
air transport company from Britain.
Ultimately, what these histories say is
that a majority of the Persian Gulf has
been an enticing place for the British,
with and without oil.

Today, the island is forgotten, much
like the technology it once hosted. It is
now known mainly for tourism. This
historic colonial outpost, however,
belonged to one of the most extensive
urban seas projects since the Columbi-
an Exchange: the telegraphic subma-
rine cable network. Yet, more than just
what it says about the Gulf, this his-
tory leaves us with some interesting
questions about the constructs of the
world and space: although telegraph
technology of today differs greatly
from that of the nineteenth century,
the submarine cables provide the
main infrastructure for the fiber-optic
technologies that enable the internet.
So, if the future is projected through
the Internet and the entire hardware of
the Internet is found underwater, does
that mean our future communication
infrastructure retains the characteris-
tics of the past, completely submerged
within the realm of hydrology?

In “The Dawn of the Homogenocene,”

Charles C. Mann discusses a scien-
tific theory that explains how the
Columbian Exchange should have
redefined what we consider territo-
ry.* In this theory, the Homogeno-
cene is described as an ecological era
during which the distinct and unique
biological traits of species dissolve
and homogenize due to accelerated
capitalism and contemporary flows
of trade and migration. In this theory,
weedy generalized species take over
large portions of the globe, pushing
out specialized species that developed
in isolation. The Columbian Exchange,
along with the meeting of Spain and
China at Manila in 1492, is consid-
ered the beginning of this globalized,
biological leveling, where a variety

of unique species mixed and then
emerged as global uniform blends. If
we follow this form of thinking, could
we propose a correlation between this
globally uniform biological blend and
the industry of submarine cables?
Especially since 2010 marked a mo-
mentous global achievement where
all of the world’s continents (except
for Antarctica) were connected via
submarine cables. And is it possible
that the Homogenocene is an earlier
ideation for what we today call “the
Stack” or “the Cloud?”

In these accumulations of configu-
rations through history, trade, infor-
mation, or long-term concepts the
“deep structure,” as proposed in The
History Manifesto regarding the need
to return to longer-term narratives,°
becomes an intelligent frame that re-
minds us to assess and reassess what
we consider modern, urban, or global
while looking at this particular island.
When you encounter these deep in-
frastructures, you need to rethink the
narrative of a tribal people who are
landlocked and then suddenly appear
at the forefront of global governance
with the discovery of oil. What Tele-
graph Island teaches us is that when
we look at the Gulf; we must first look
to its water.
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Entering the region’s growing tourism scene in 2014,
Banana Island is Doha’s newest leisure destination.

As a state-owned site and development, the popular pub-
lic beaches of the island have been transformed into an
exclusive resort. Limited to hotel and restaurant guests,
the lavish destination targets families of the Gulf that
seek a rather conformist setting in accordance with their

traditions and beliefs.

Banana Island competes in the re-
gional tourism scene by importing
and replicating exotic international
destinations. This formula offers

an alternative to the local tourism
scene. Marketed as the Gulf’s “Maldiv-
ian experience,” the resort promises
to match the likes of the Seychelles,
Sri-Lanka, and Barbados.!

The story of Banana Island started in
1976 when the coastline of Doha was
redefined through dredging and land
reclamation. The Sabkhas (marsh-
lands) and shallow waters were made
deeper in some areas while land
reclamation took place in others. The
spoils from dredging formed remnant
islands in various selected locations
within the eastern Qatari waters.?
These desolate islands were rapidly
populated with beautiful native flora
and scenic fauna, through the natural
courses of migration and displace-
ment from the mainland. Two islands
were created near Doha, which were
later named the “Palm Tree Island”
and “Banana Island” (fig. 1).

“Jazirat Albanana” (Banana Island)
fostered diverse native wildlife further
south of Doha. As one of Qatar’s pop-
ular spots for breeding and migrating
birds, the indigenous wildlife con-
tinues to grow. The 13-hectare island,
accessible to the public, was consid-
ered a passive recreation site by the
state; intended for simpler activities,
visits, and light structures, not major
developments (fig. 2&3). However, as
Qatar re-embarked on the wave of rec-

reational island development, Banana
Island was closed to the general public
in 2011 in preparation for a new

island resort.

The concept of recreational islands
may seem to be a relatively new form
of development in the Qatari tourism
market. Nevertheless, both Qatar spe-
cifically and the Gulf more generally
have witnessed a comparable upsurge
in realized and unrealized projects.
The notion of recreational islands be-
gan well into the early 1970s. In Dubai,
Reima and Raili Pietild proposed an is-
land themed around “Arabian Nights”
for the Deira Sea Corniche competi-
tion 0f 1974.2 While in Abu Dhabi, the
city’s archipelagos were potential

sites for Cedric Price’s suggested “Sea
Garden” in 1973* and Oscar Niemey-
er’s proposed “Lulu Island” in 1977.5
Jeddah, too, participated in the trend
with Kiyonori Kikutake’s 1976 floating
island idea, which berthed and moved
along the city’s shorelines.® And in Qa-
tar, Kenzo Tange proposed a marginal
recreational compound on Doha’s Al
Aliyah Island.

It is fair to say that this last-men-
tioned, unrealized proposal by Kenzo
Tange for Jazirat Al Aliyah was the
conceptual beginning of recreational
islands in Doha. In 1977, the Japa-
nese architect was commissioned to
suggest four different schemes for a
recreational island northeast of Doha.”
This peripheral island was inten-
tionally chosen to create a remote
attraction that was removed from the
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centralized concentration of devel-
opments in the city. The scheme was
to include an athletic club, a marine
museum, art galleries, an aquarium, a
botanical garden, restaurants, shops,
and bungalows (fig. 4).

Although Tange’s proposal was never
realized, in the mid-1990s the Palm
Tree Island was developed as Qatar’s
first recreational island. As Jassim
Al-Nesf, former Chairman of the Qatar
National Hotels (QNH) stated, “We

at QNH first sought after Palm Tree
Island due to its centrality and visibil-
ity from Doha’s Corniche. There was

a thirst for new, unique leisure desti-
nations. My idea was to recreate what
you would find at the Maldives, an
exotic recreational island with water
villas run by a hotel operator.”® This
led to the commissioning of the Brit-
ish-Lebanese architects, Triad-CICO,
who proposed two phases for the is-
land’s development. The first phase of
entertainment facilities was realized,
while the second phase comprising
tropical-type bungalows was aban-
doned. Although Al-Nesf was support-
ive of the project, the remainder of the
decision-making team at QNH did not
support the foreign typology (fig. 5&6).

The experimentation of Doha’s island
development continued well into the
early 2000s. Palm Tree Island was
again included in a competition for

a comprehensive master plan of the
Doha Corniche in 2003. Jean Nou-

vel proposed to designate the isle as
an open public beach, with shading
structures in some areas. On the other
hand, Martha Schwartz suggested
creating an archipelago of “pleasure
islands,” transforming the Palm Tree
Island into a bird-watching haven,
with minimal structures and extensive
vegetation (fig. 7&8).°

In the multiple entries, it was advised
to add and construct very little on
Palm Tree Island, allowing it to exist
as a public nature refuge in the mid-
dle of the bay. Though none of the

entries were materialized, the humble
entertainment facilities of the 1990s
were demolished in 2006 for unknown
reasons. The island remains vacant,
except for a newly planted Sidra tree,

a remnant of the previously demol-
ished development.

Following the multiple attempts of
recreational island developments,
the state’s attention shifted to the
more distant Banana Island as a site
for tourism offerings. The island

was transformed into an exclusive
high-end destination resort, operat-
ed by Anantara Hotels and Resorts.
According to tourism officials, this
resort-style facility fills a gap in Doha’s
hospitality offerings. With a target to
attract local and regional tourism, it
was promoted as Qatar’s answer to
island tourism and was benchmarked
with competing resorts in Dubai

and Abu Dhabi.

The continued ambitions of island
development within Qatar’s hospital-
ity infrastructure became a priority

in an attempt to increase tourism and
grow beyond a predominately oil-
based economy. Attention is given to
regional tourists, mainly Saudis, who
formerly flocked to cities such as Cairo,
Damascus, and Beirut. Today, with the
unfortunate commotion in the Middle
East, such tourists have diverged to
safer grounds such as Dubai, Doha,
and Kuwait. This led Qatar’s tourism
arm to recreate foreign settings within
its boarders to accommodate more
conservative tourists who prefer its
proximity, leading to the launch of
Banana Island Resort by Anantara.

The Thai hotel operator is well known
for its particular exotic locations,

such as Zambia, Mozambique, and

the Maldives. Its selected locations
have recently extended into the Gulf
countries, with hotels now in the UAE,
Oman, and Qatar. Today, the five-star
resort offers its guests “an island par-
adise of natural exclusivity” through
pools and water villas, private beaches,
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bowling alleys, cinemas, restaurants,
and surf pools. The resort transports
its ferried guests to the “Maldives in
Qatar” through its atmospheric and
aesthetic depiction and is now being
dubbed as the closer, more convenient
alternative to the actual Maldivian
islands.

The Anantara resort has succeeded
by carefully tailoring the island’s
operational parameters through
various measures. First, the private
retreat is aimed at a more conserva-
tive population with an emphasis on
targeting Gulf nationals. Secondly, the
hotel bungalows are laid out to offer
ultimate privacy and seclusion to each
residing family. Thirdly, the hotel
offers no alcohol, making this project
Anantara’s first “dry hotel.” Fourth, a
strict dress code is applied on hotel
guests, banning public appearances
of females in swimming suits except
for limited beaches. And lastly, the
strict physical access to the island is
limited to only hotel guests and
paying visitors.

Paradoxically, Banana Island was orig-
inally known for its public beaches
and camping sites, otherwise seldom
found on Doha’s privatized shoreline.
The island was visited for its natural
and untouched character as an out-
door get-away from the heavily con-
gested city. Today, most of the outdoor
spaces within the island feel aban-
doned, with very little life or people in
public areas. Although the resort is of-
ten fully booked during weekends, it is
in the indoor entertainment facilities
that one feels the occupancy of the
space. Visitors lean towards the indoor
spaces and private rooms rather than
the outdoor areas and beaches. While
formerly a public place in a pure nat-
ural environment, it is now a private
and exclusive island development.

Looking back on such a project, the
implications of both the social and
architectural dynamics of the island
within a larger context of the Gulf can

begin to be explored. The social and
spatial constructs of Tange’s Jazirat
Al Aliyah plan in contrast to Banana
island, bring about a range of issues
through which each island can be
understood - the first of which

is accessibility.

While Jazirat Al Aliyah’s program al-
lowed for public access, Banana Island
is exclusive and limited to paying vis-
itors. Moreover, the scale of develop-
ment allowed for wildlife and nature
to dominate within Jazirat Al Aliyah,
while the aim of the Banana Island de-
velopment is purely recreational and
service based. Additionally, the archi-
tecture of Tange’s modernist approach
is clearly more abstract and embed-
ded within the actual landscape. In
many ways, this is juxtaposed with

the imported bungalow architecture,
which mimics a form of East Asian
island atoll.

The different architectural strategies
employed on both islands leads to

the question of whether or not this
implies a change in the Gulf’s urban
language, or rather represents a sim-
ple addition to a tourism mandate. In
the case of Banana Island, the latter
seems to be the case, with developers
influenced by the nation’s new tour-
ism directive which has set a prec-
edent within Doha’s economy. The
scale, thematic architecture, imposed
typology, and exclusivity has become
a main agenda within this new eco-
nomic sector. These values seem to
contrast the planning measures of
older island developments, which
considered an inclusive civic context
and communal advantages as more es-
sential than tourism cultivation. What
is surprising is the shift in comparison
throughout the decades and scale that
has now made Banana Island exclu-
sive and totally independent from a
city that is five kilometers away.*°

Independence from mainland Doha

is the strategic appeal to the guests.
These visitors are taken through a de-
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piction of a journey to an exotic island
resort far away. However, they are still
connected with the cultural context
embedded within the island’s code of
conduct. This is intentionally shaped
by the state-owned development,
which aims to attract visitors from

the Gulf. Therefore, the guests are not
only able to travel through Doha and
visit what the city has to offer, they are
also able to visit this recreated fantasy
island within Doha’s jurisdiction, so
long as they abide by the values of

its socio-religious beliefs. While one
can argue against the import of this
foreign architectural typology, the
formula that Banana Island adopted
has undoubtedly attracted a new Gulf-
based tourism sector.

As Qatar continues to shape its tour-
ism industry with new destinations,
the perceived success of Banana
Island has created a new pipeline of
resorts catering to conservative local
and regional tourism. With six more
man-made islands to be developed in
the same manner, the emergence of
yet another imported model of devel-
opment is being duplicated in Doha’s
tourism industry, one that offers an
escape from the urban realm with a
focus on reclaimed marine territories
(fig. 9-12). Unlike Banana Island’s Mal-
divian-themed experience, the up-
coming island will be inspired by the
Mediterranean architecture of Greece,
with more themes to inevitably follow.
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“Your Saadiyat, Your Leisure,” is the slogan plastered on
renderings depicting life on Saadiyat Island in Abu Dha-
bi. The vignettes present joyous faces living, working,
and being entertained on the “island of enlightenment.”
Saadiyat Island isn’t merely another real estate devel-
opment scheme; it represents Abu Dhabi’s aspirations
towards becoming a major international cultural hub,
primarily through the Saadiyat Cultural District, which
plans to house a maritime museum, an opera house, a
national museum, and satellites of the Louvre and
Guggenheim museums.

Approximately half a century prior to the launch of the
Saadiyat Island project, the American architect Frank
Lloyd Wright drew up a similar scheme for Baghdad

on another island named Um Al-Khanazeer, translated
to English as “Pig Island.” Originally commissioned to
design a combined opera house and theater in central
Baghdad, Wright had more ambitious ideas and eventu-
ally convinced King Faisal II to allow him to develop a
master plan on the island for a Greater Baghdad Cultur-
al Center, which included an opera house, landscaped
parks, a botanical garden, museums for both ancient
and contemporary art, a grand bazaar, a casino, and

an amphitheater.
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This chapter will explore the role that
cultural development plays within the
context of Iraq and the United Arab
Emirates as relatively young nations
aspiring to emerge onto the world
stage. It will examine the historic,
economic, and architectural parallels
between the two schemes as well as
the political and institutional part-
nerships that facilitated their devel-
opment. Finally, it will discuss the
significance of the physical location of
these projects on islands and how that
contributes to their utopian aura

and fantasy.

The Greater Baghdad Cultural Cen-
ter and the Saadiyat Cultural District

projects were planned within thirty
years of the establishment of Iraq and
the UAE as modern nation states. In
this time, both nation’s capital cities
underwent rapid expansion and ur-
banization. Baghdad was reinstated as
a center of political and cultural power
in 1921, when it became the capital of
the Hashemite ruled Iraq. During this
era, Iraq witnessed unprecedented
growth in both size and population.
The first decades of governmental
investment revolved primarily around
modernizing infrastructure. However,
by the 1950s, the Iraqi government,
having set up the institutional founda-
tions for the country’s agricultural, ed-
ucational, transportation, and defense
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systems, turned its attention to large-
scale urban development projects.
This coincided with the 1951 renego-
tiation of the oil agreement with the
British that increased governmental
oil revenues by almost tenfold.

Revenue from Abu Dhabi’s first oil
exports in 1962 also facilitated initial
development projects in the emir-
ate. It was not until after 1971, once it
became the capital of the newly es-
tablished United Arab Emirates, that

citywide urban restructuring occurred.

Initial projects included mapping out
the existing urban fabric, identifying
major transportation arteries, and en-
abling the provision of modern hous-
ing. The city slowly developed over

30 years, however, the expedited rate
shot to full force in the early 2000s.
The obvious results of hyper-tourism
in neighboring Gulf States triggered a
shift in pace that lead to the Saadiyat
Island project and the prioritization of
tourism as a form of economic diversi-
fication within the UAE.

The choice of investing in cultural
development is significant. For Iraq, it
was seen as a unifying force in forging
a common national identity amongst
an ethnically diverse population with
a shared, ancient cultural past. Unit-
ing Iraqi citizens around a common
Mesopotamian ancestry proved to be
a crucial nationalistic strategy and is
clearly palpable in the evolution of
the post-colonial Iraqi architectural
sensibility. As for the UAE, a future

of depleted oil resources was contem-
plated and Saadiyat Island was seen as
an ideal first step towards a post-oil in-
vestment agenda. It is a much sought
after economic diversification tool,
capitalizing on a booming interna-
tional art market and a global trend of
cultural tourism through the inclusion
of museums. It could also be seen as
an attempt to create a larger platform
for communication between the local
population and the world, bridging
the gap between nations through a
proposed exchange of knowledge

through what can be considered the
universal language of art.

With oil profits constituting the main
economic driver for development,
both the Iraqi and Emirati govern-
ments established institutional bodies
that were tasked with determining
where and how to invest. The Iraq
Development Board (IDB) and Abu
Dhabi’s Tourism Development and In-
vestment Company (TDIC) embarked
on large-scale projects in which the
world’s leading Western architects
were invited to forge new architec-
tural identities in each city. With the
appropriate financial and institutional
mechanisms set firmly in place, Bagh-
dad and Abu Dhabi were determined
to assert their presence on the world
stage, becoming ideal sites for ambi-
tious experiments.

The IDB was established in 1950 as a
six-member panel whose mandate
was to direct the investment of the
country’s oil revenues towards re-
structuring the urban landscape of
the country. As part of their second
six-year plan (1955-60), approximately
$700 million was set aside for the con-
struction of public buildings, includ-
ing a university campus, a national
museum, a gallery of fine arts, an
opera house, a symphony hall, a soc-
cer stadium, and a post and telegraph
office.? A young, Harvard-trained Iraqi
architect named Nizar Ali Jawdat,
who as the son of prime minister Ali
Jawdat Al Ayyubi was well connected
within the political sphere, suggested
to the IDB that it would be more “ad-
vantageous to the country to engage
some of the world’s great architects

to do their projects.” Thus, they set
about distributing the commissions
amongst the leading architectural
figures of the time. In addition to the
opera house assigned to Frank Lloyd
Wright, the soccer stadium went to Le
Corbusier, the new campus for Bagh-
dad University to Walter Gropius, the
Gallery of Fine Arts to Alvar Aalto, and
the headquarters for the Development
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Board and Ministry of Planning went
to Gio Ponti.

Frank Lloyd Wright was the first
international architect to accept the
Iraq Development Board’s invitation.
Wright responded enthusiastically,
making the trip to the city shortly
after his appointment as “Consultant
on Designs and Specifications for the
Baghdad Opera House.” He was given
a site of 10,000 square meters within
what was planned to be the city’s civic
center.* Upon his arrival, Wright stat-
ed that he was “not limiting himself
to the design of an opera house only,
but a sort of cultural center suited

to Baghdad’s historical and cultural
background as well as its character.”
He was able to convince King Faisal I
that Um Al Khanazeer, an imperially
owned island located within the Tigris
River that flows through the heart of
Baghdad, would not only be a more
suitable site for the opera house, but
an ideal location for a much larger
cultural center that encompassed

an extensive public program geared
towards leisure and tourism.

Similar to the IDB in purpose, however
with a more specific mandate focused
on promoting tourism through urban
development, the TDIC, established
in 2006, is a public sector enterprise
founded and owned by the Abu Dhabi
Government. Since its inception, the
TDIC has been actively investing in
the growth of the Emirate’s tourism
sector by developing its physical in-
frastructure in parallel with its public
profile. Responsible for all cultural
and commercial projects on Saadiyat
Island, the entity oversees construc-
tion, designates contractors, contacts
potential corporate partners, and
schedules the phases of deliverables
for all ongoing projects.

The museum strategy for the Saadiyat
Cultural District unfolded in 2005
when the Government of Abu Dha-

bi approached Thomas Krens, the
Director of the Solomon R. Guggen-

heim Foundation in New York from
1988-2008 and the mastermind behind
the Guggenheim Bilbao, to consult

on what was initially intended to be

a new branch of the museum in Abu
Dhabi. However, it became clear very
quickly that the ambition to a build

a tourism economy surpassed Bil-

bao and he was hired to consult on a
larger cultural district for the island.
As Krens describes it, “I went to Abu
Dhabi. . . They had the gigantic Saadi-
yat Island site; roughly one-sixth of it
was to be cultural district, and a big
hotel was planned on the point where
the Guggenheim was eventually to

be sited. ..Idid a drawing on a nap-
kin. ..Isaid, “Here’s the Guggenheim;
here’s the Louvre; here’s the maritime
museum; here’s the national museum;
here’s the opera house.”® Krens was
heavily involved during the concept
phase and spent time with the archi-
tects to develop a specific framework
for each project. His preliminary nap-
kin sketch did not stray too far from
the current process of construction,
where three colossal museums plan to
call Abu Dhabi home—the 800 Million
Dollar Frank Gehry designed Guggen-
heim, the 500 Billion Dollar Louvre by
Jean Nouvel, and the Zayed National
Museum by Foster and Partners.

Architecturally, there is a common de-
sire for cutting-edge, flashy, and icon-
ic buildings that attempt to capture

a “regional character.” This approach
to architecture, although embodying
modernity through the use of state-of-
the-art building technology, is expect-
ed to represent and allude to qualities
drawn from the local-cultural context.

In Baghdad, Wright’s proposal was

to utilize the country’s unique medi-
eval legacy with an architecture that
evoked his spirit of his childhood fan-
tasies based on the classic story of One
Thousand and One Nights.” Running
counter to the internationalist style
prevalent amongst his contemporar-
ies, Wright embraced historic refer-
ences and drew heavily from Islamic

Between East & West: A Gulf

Plan of Greater Baghdad,
1957, Frank Lloyd Wright.

Plan, opera house on the Isle
of Edena, Baghdad, 1957,
Frank Lloyd Wright.
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Satellite image of Abu Dhabi, 2012

Satellite image of Saadiyat Island, Abu Dhabi, 2016
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and Persian architecture. The circular
plan of the Opera House alludes to the
origins of Baghdad, and its spirals and
earth mound substructures hearken
the ancient ziggurat architecture of
Mesopotamia. In addition to adopt-
ing domes, spirals, and prevalent
historic typologies from across the
region, he also chose to embellish the
entire building with ceramics, reviv-
ing traditional Arab kiln crafts. The
scheme provides insight into Wright’s
own Orientalist interpretations of the
country and its culture.®

In Abu Dhabi, all the invited architects
proposed structures on the island that
referenced a contrived cultural icon.
For example, Jean Nouvel proposed a
massive dome for the Louvre whose
geometry is inspired by interlaced
palm leaves. Underneath the dome, a
series of exhibition volumes “recall
the Arab city and its medina.” Geh-
ry’s Guggenheim borrowed elements
from Bilbao and composed them with
details—as he perceived—that evoke
Gulf architecture through colored
wind towers. Due to the private and
introspective nature of Gulf culture,
many of the proposals on Saadiyat
Island demonstrate a superficial read-
ing, drawing from obvious environ-
mental references such as wind towers,
dunes, falaj (underground water chan-
nels), and oases. Gehry acknowledged
the difficulties in understanding the
context in a collaged interview with
Clog regarding his approach in Abu
Dhabi, “I had never worked in an Arab
country. I had no context to play with,
this was a very private culture; they
weren’t going to invite me home

for dinner.”°

In terms of conceptual direction, both
cases illustrate the foreign architects’
preconceived notions and superficial
understanding of local identity. Con-
fronted with unfamiliar territory, both
culturally and environmentally, these
architects resorted to validating their
proposals through broad historic and/
or climatic references. For nations

yearning for the future while strug-
gling to grasp the remnants of their
past, they viewed this adoption as a
reflection of themselves.

The siting of these fantastical projects
on islands only adds to their utopian
feel. They offer both the authorities
and the architects a blank slate—an
open playground for their imagina-
tion. In Wright’s scheme, the island
would act as a bridge connecting the
eastern and western portions of the
city, providing a prime locus for public
activity. Operating outside the phys-
ical confines of the city, Wright had
complete control over the transforma-
tion of the island and its landscape,
eventually redrawing its borders

and topography.

Ironically, Saadiyat Island, which was
poised to be a cultural hub, remained
completely isolated and inaccessi-
ble for years after its development
plans were unveiled. It was not until
2009, when the Sheikh Khalifa Bridge
connecting the island to the main-
land was completed, that TDIC was
finally able to move forward with

the plan laid forth by the Abu Dhabi
Government. This isolation provided
a breeding ground for experimenta-
tion. Islands are fantastical locations
that offer a form of escape. Being out
of view, their development—or lack
thereof—can remain unnoticed. They
are presented as heavenly retreats
from urban life, offering the centrality
and accessibility of the city without
the restrictions of its urban structure,
rhythm, and processes. It is no won-
der that Frank Lloyd Wright, chose to
rename Um Al-Khanazeer to the “Isle
of Edena,” referencing the Garden

of Eden.

The repetition of history proves,
through these two examples, that the
creation of museums and educational
outlets is seen as a social necessity in
the development of modern nations.
The cases put forth in Iraq and the
United Arab Emirates demonstrate

Between East & West: A Gulf

Satellite image of Um Al Khanazeer Island, Baghdad, 2016

Sir William Halcrow & Partners Urban Plan, Abu Dhabi, 1963,
Courtesy of Dr. Abdulrahman Makhlouf archive.
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that the aspiration towards inter-
national recognition for cultural
advancement is perceived as part of
that process. By projecting ideals that
on one hand convey a perceived or
fragmented identity, and on the other
hand adopt what’s recognized on a
global scale as valid cultural condi-
tions (here specifically under the arts),
this recognition can be attained.

Although the proposal for Baghdad
halted abruptly with the military coup
in 1959, and the success of Saadiyat
Island is a future that is yet to be
determined, the possibilities that
could foster from the regional context
can initiate a discussion that breaks
the homogeneity of the existing art
network. The space created from the

current template or imported model
can proffer a natural reaction when
finalized. It is important to note that
this phenomenon is not specific to

the Middle East but can be witnessed
across the world in many emerging
nations such as China, for example. As
with any artistic endeavor, the transfer
of art centers will inevitably lead to
new reactions that will in turn provide
alternative interpretations that add to
the critical discourse within the indus-
try. This process has the potential

to lead to new museum formats and
models that are a result of the distinct
cultural contexts. The cultural island
can, therefore, be understood as a
space for the new and evolving
global-cultural landscape.
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Letter:

A visit to Kuwait City on 21st February 1960 described
in a letter from Peter Seeberg to his wife Hanne.

During five campaigns in 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961/62
the tells on the southwestern corner of Failaka became
the focus of the Danish Archaeological Expedition.
Excavation teams consisted of between 5 to 14 Danes,
and 2 Kuwaitis from Education department, Assisted by
up to 185 laborers.

Source: The Danish Archaeological Expedition to

Kuwait 1958-1963; A Glimpse Into The Archives of
Moesgard Museum, 2008. A contribution from NCCAL.
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Dearest Hanne,

Many thanks for your airmail letter which I received just before I was due to go
down to the boat and sail to Kuwait. This time we were on a taxi boat, a barge-like
dhow with no sails but equipped with motor that gave it twice the speed it was built
for. We lounged on the deck and watched the schools of porpoises that frolicked in
the water. The latter was of a pale bluish-green color as if shone through by the storm
which appeared to be brewing. The sky was heavily overcast and low over the horizon
colored by the yellowish smoke from the gas flares of the oil fields.

We passed a small jollibut boat on which the whole crew sat and cast a dice on
the quarterdeck, were met by a small open boat with its sail flapping in the unreliable
breeze, under the sail lay four or five men.

Our captain was a little Iranian from Abadan who piloted the boat with the aid
of a small compass in which the liquid frothed. The compass was carried to him in
a small square wooden box. For once, we landed in the middle of the town, by the
customs house, where large two-masters, their masts leaning slightly forwards, heavy
horn-like prows, booms, clumped together with the captain and his friends sitting
by their hookahs under the upper sail on the quarter-deck terrace, while the dockers
carried the round woven baskets of dates from Basra ashore on their heads - along
the gangplanks. Hectic activity, strangely quit, no shouting, no screaming..

Bibby and I went for a little stroll and had a cup of Turkish coffee at one of the
roof-top cafes where people sit and play strange games with black and white pieces
and a pair of bone dice. They move one, two or three of the pieces from one corner to
another, but according to rules that are not immediately apparent.

I went for a walk alone through pitch-dark alleys where I gained small glimps-
es in through gateways to where goats lay chewing on Lucerne; this is imported in
mountains of tightly packed, rectangular bales. On street corners illuminated by a
lantern sat children with buckets and scales and sold roasted grasshoppers.

I thought at first they were prawns. I didmot try one. In one place a man lay by a
wall, sleeping on a mat..

Next day I walked along the whole length of the harbor front with Glob and saw
the ship-wrights at work, went to the fruit and vegetable market and watched the
women who stood and washed clothes in the shallow pools between the dhows which
rested on tall support posts, slightly leaning.

In the afternoon we drove out to an oasis where there is a fort of a slight reddish
clay-like hue. The fort lies on the innermost part of the Gulf; here it is but a narrow
point below a furrowed, white clay plateau, which rises here up above the plain. The
trip out there was along broad asphalt roads. Along-side the roads lay small laborers
towns of palm-leaf huts surrounded by woven fences, here and there a pepsi cola bar,
in one place a petrol station.

The desert vegetation comprised rather low tufted bushes where flocks of brown
sheep grazed in one place watched over by a little desert beauty who stood timidly
by the road side and disappeared in over the plain when Thorkild got out to take
a photograph.

Round about lay black Bedouin camps with small herds of camels, but the overall
impression was of something which has almost disappeared. At the oasis, which
consisted of a few thousand palms around a great deep pond with a petrol powered
pump, the townspeople sprawled in their small gardens and shoals of soft-drink sell-
ers plagued the roads.

From the oasis, Jahara, we returned toward the town and took a detour in the
direction of the oil field with anonymous pipe systems everywhere, and from where
the oil is pumped up into clusters of shining aluminum tanks standing on ridge, and
from there on to the export terminal where the tankers lie and are pumped full...

Dearest greetings to you, Ursula and Anna.
Yours, Peter.
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Letter:

A visit to Kuwait City on 21st February 1960 described
in a letter from Peter Seeberg to his wife Hanne.

During five campaigns in 1958, 1959, 1960, 1961/62
the tells on the southwestern corner of Failaka became
the focus of the Danish Archaeological Expedition.
Excavation teams consisted of between 5 to 14 Danes,
and 2 Kuwaitis from Education department, Assisted b!
up to 185 laborers.

Source: The Danish Archaeological Expedition to

Kuwait 1958-1963; A Glimpse Into The Archives of
Moesgard Museum, 2008. A contribution from NCCAL!
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Kish, an Island
Indecisive by Design

Nasrin Tabatabai &
Babak Afrassiabi

This text is an excerpt from Kish, an Island
Indecisive by Design, written and conceptualized
by Nasrin Tabatabai and Babak Afrassiabi,
published by Nai publishers, 2012.
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It was midnight, 25 July 1966. Misty and very humid. A
ship had unloaded its cargo at Shahpour port and was
heading for its homeland Greece. It drifted off course and
was stranded just off the coast from the village Baghoo on
the island of Kish- so close to shore in fact that it could
have easily run aground on the island. One of the villag-
ers once told me that for seven nights the ship’s lights lit
up the coastline and nearby village, which in those days
didn’t have electricity. Just a boy then, he brought mel-
ons to the ship’s crew in exchange for canned fruit. On
the eighth night, the ship ran out of fuel, its lights dim-
ming and finally going out. Much work was done to
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tow the ship back into deeper waters, it only moved a

few centimetres.

Today the ship has completely rusted
over. Every time I happen to stop by, it
seems as if it has been pulled a little
further into the gulf. But in reality it
is the coastline that’s slowly wearing
off into the sea. For 45 years the ship
has stubbornly watched the island.
Tourists come from all over Iran to
view it silhouetted against the setting
sun. With time it has merged with
Kish’s tropical sunset. I believe that
Kish’s modernity began at midnight
on 25 July 1966 when the steamship
stranded off its coast. The marooned
ship prophesied what would become
Kish’s awry odyssey along the map of
the modern world.

A Brief Introduction

For a long time Kish was a forgotten
island in the Persian Gulf, left to its
destiny and deprived of the riches and
advancements that the northerly parts
of Iran were enjoying. The islanders
provided for themselves through
fishing and unsteady farming — but
most of all by importing illegal goods
from neighbouring countries across
the Gulf. In the island’s first official
census in 1956, the population num-
bered a mere 760. This was less than
half of what was registered six years
earlier by the geographic department

of the Iranian national army. Since
then, poverty had forced people to
migrate to the countries on the south
of the Persian Gulf. Permissive trade
and custom regulations and the easy
ways of travelling had turned the
Arab sheikdoms into a true ‘free-trade
zone’ which lured many people away
from Kish and other southern parts

of Iran. In 1955, when visiting Iran’s
ports in the Gulf, the newly appointed
customs CEO also stopped at Dubai’s
free-trade port. He was impressed by
its many facilities. Two years later,
when he was Minister of Customs, he
promised to establish a free zone in
Iran’s southern ports as well. However,
this did not happen straight away. Not
until the political scene in the neigh-
bouring Arab countries changed did
the authorities in Iran really began to
take notice of Kish.

Still, it was only a decade later that a
plan for Kish was drawn up: Kish was
to become a ‘modern’ and ‘progressive’
island for exclusive tourism. During
the previous decade the larger cities in
Iran had gone through an accelerated,
almost obsessive, top-down modern-
ization and Kish was to be a showcase
in the Persian Gulf. The government’s
plan was to develop the island into an
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international tourist and trade zone
that would attract the wealthy elites
from the oil-rich Arab Sheikdoms as
well as the West. In 1968, Kish was
officially designated a free zone; and
to cut out any competitors, all plans
to turn existing trade ports into free
zones were cancelled.

The first structure that was erected on
Kish was the Shah’s own palace. He
had decided that the island should be
an exclusive resort where he would
spend the winter with his family and
receive guests.

The island’s association with the royal
family undoubtedly highlighted its al-
lure and granted it geopolitical signifi-
cance. It was only natural in this light
that the royal family hosted its high-
toned inauguration, for which a select
group of international guests were
flown in with a Concorde airliner. The
date was 29 October 1977; the protests
preceding the revolution on mainland
Iran were slowly getting underway.

I once calculated that if I were to walk
from the spot where the Greek ship
was stranded all the way to the op-
posite side of the island, in a straight
line exactly aligned with the ship’s
axis, I would end up at a curved tip on
the north-eastern shore renowned for
being the best spot on the island from
which to view the sunrise. The devel-
opment of the resort began right at the
foot of this spot. With its sandy beach-
es it was considered the best place for
leisure and entertainment. The site

of the new resort was already inhabit-
ed, however, and had to be evacuated
before the resort could be built. The
spot used to be the administrative
heart of the island and home to its
largest village, Masheh, the Farsi word
for ‘trigger’. In 1971, a governmental
entity called The Kish Development
Organization (KDO) was established
to manage the new developments on
Kish.! KDO first built another village
further to the west, adjacent to the
existing village of Saffein, and moved

the 700 inhabitants of Masheh there,
mostly against their will. The new vil-
lage became New Saffein, and Masheh
was renamed Old Saffein.

Walking through New Saffein is truly

a strange experience. The architects
painstakingly tried to simulate, both
in use of materials and design, the
features of the vernacular architecture
and planning typical of southern Iran,
as was found in Old Saffein. In an in-
formation booklet that accompanied
the 1977 official unveiling and was
handed out to foreign visitors, New Saf-
fein is described as a village display-
ing the genuine traditional lifestyle of
the native inhabitants of Kish as it was
during the time of Marco Polo.

Now, decades later, the village feels
both old and unfinished. It’s old, but
not necessarily because of the tradi-
tional appearance of the architecture.
The continuous re-appropriation of
the buildings by the villagers to adjust
them to their traditional needs has
given the village both a ruinous and
an unfinished appearance. The archi-
tecture of New Saffein is exhausted, it
is an ‘old building site’ born out of an
initial architectural misplacement.

Once the residents of Masheh were
moved to New Saffein, the old village
was demolished and replaced by a
very peculiar display of architecture.
Among the things that were built were
hotels, villas and apartments, royal
palaces and mansions, parks, restau-
rants, beach clubs, a casino, shopping
malls, sport clubs, and facilities such
as banks, a radio and TV station and

a clinic. The planning was developed
by the San Francisco-based landscape
and urban planning firm Eckbo Dean
Austin & Williams and the architec-
ture firm Mercury Consultants from
Tehran. The latter were responsible for
the actual designing and development
of 95 per cent of the buildings.

As was explained by Mahmoud Mon-
sef of Mercury Consultants, who
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became also the head of the KDO, the
architecture of the resort has a style
that combines signs of ancient Iranian
architecture with modern Western
building techniques. The main ele-
ment that reappears throughout the
resort is a ‘discontinued arch’ or an
arch with a split in the middle. Ap-
parently, the formalism of this archi-
tecture could be traced back to the
cuneiform script of ancient Iran.

Bent surfaces, slanting rectangles and
sharp points are all features of the
modern buildings constructed on Kish
in the late 1970s. They were to embody
the island’s steep flight into the con-
temporary. But the island never really
took off. Instead, with the revolution
in 1979, the top of Kish’s establishment
fled the island, and those who couldn’t
were arrested. After the revolution,
the KDO practically became non-ex-
istent as 95 per cent of its employees
were redeemed and sent away. All the
buildings in the resort area, the palac-
es, the hotels, the villas and the casino
were left unattended, and in no time
much of what was inside was looted

or auctioned off. And what remained
of the buildings rapidly dilapidated in
the island’s harsh climate.

Kish became a predicament for the
new government after 1979. On the
one hand it represented “Western
decadence’ and the corrupted self-in-
dulgence of the monarchy - all of
which the new regime despised. But
there were also unpaid wages and 350
million dollars of national and inter-
national debts plus a huge infrastruc-
ture that had to be dealt with. The
post-revolutionary government sim-
ply did not have the means to absorb
this inherited excess. Various ideas
were proposed: turning the island into
a museum, an exile for drug addicts,
a maritime university with a naval
base, an international medical centre,
or simply returning it to the island’s
indigenous people. Finally, in desper-
ation, the government declared Kish
the Islamic Republic’s first free zone

in February 1980. This would, at least
theoretically, pave the way for the is-
land to generate income if it engaged
in custom-free trade. However, the
start of the Iran/Iraq war that same
year prevented the actual realization
of this plan.

Then a new bill was passed allowing
the KDO to utilize the existing hotels
and tourist facilities on Kish, and

to organize affordable tours to the
island and even create new leisure
and sports amenities — all in compli-
ance with Islamic rules. Despite this
legislation, the lack of political and
ideological consistency among vari-
ous governmental entities prevented
any substantial progress on the island.
The prevailing weak economy in the
whole of the country made it difficult
for the KDO management to even pay
monthly salaries. There was simply no
traffic to and from the island, and Kish
was all but isolated from the rest of
the country.

It was only towards the end of the
1980s that people from mainland Iran
actually began travelling to Kish. This
was mainly encouraged by the passing
of yet another bill in 1986, which not
only allowed a tax- and license-free
import of goods (except, of course,
those from America and other ‘de-
nounced’ countries), but also allowed
tourists to buy and carry a high quan-
tity of purchases (54 items per person)
to the mainland without having to pay
taxes or customs on the items. Things
that were scarce on the mainland were
suddenly available on Kish, mostly
imported from across the Gulf. From
electronics to toys and industrial
spare parts — they all could be pur-
chased on Kish. Even items needed for
restoring the war-affected cities were
imported through Kish.

With the Iran/Iraq war finally over in
1989, the flow of tourists started to rap-
idly increase. That year the KDO was
renamed the Kish Free Zone Organi-
zation. If you wanted to shop on Kish

Between East & West: A Gulf

The Greek ship, Kish Island. Still from video.

Map depicting land use, part of Kish’s first master plan, 1973, showing the
preferred sites for developments on the east and north shores.
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The Shah’s palace on Kish Island.
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you had to buy a so-called traveller’s
card. With these cards every single
tourist was given a tax-free shopping
and exporting permit. Selling these
cards was one of the main sources

of income for the new organization,
merchants being the chief buyers. The
buying and re-selling of these cards on
Kish became a nasty business. Some
merchants organized free tours to Kish
from mainland cities and even paid an
extra fee to the travellers in exchange
for their cards. That’s how they ex-
ported to markets in Tehran and other
big cities. There were also ferryboats
arriving with large groups of families
from the southern provinces.

To support this ‘new’ economy the
Kish Free Zone Organization began

to build additional facilities, such as
shopping centres, motels, parks, etcet-
era. To counter the growing interna-
tional embargo against Iran, the island
was to function as a backdoor through
which alternative economic and po-
litical operations could be exercised.
In a seminar about the future of Kish
organized in October 1995, the head of
Iran’s Council of Free Zones considered
the island’s recent role as a mere im-
porter of commodities as too limited:
‘What justified this role was that it en-
couraged national tourists to buy their
goods on Kish rather than in a foreign
country like Dubai.’ But the future role
of Kish in his view should be to provide
foreign exchange earnings by attract-
ing foreign tourists and through ‘re-ex-
portation’.? In that seminar, Kish was
also seen as an economic model that
has realized a shift from a controlled
economy to an ‘open economy’:

Much of what is done in the free
zones cannot be done on the
mainland, thus we experience
these activities on a smaller scale
in these zones and if the results
were desirable we would do the
same in the rest of the country.?

From the beginning of the 1990s
onward, the emphasis was put on

creating fewer social restrictions on
Kish as compared to the mainland. Yet
this was not sufficient to encourage an
international flow of tourists. Kish still
had many social restrictions com-
pared to popular holiday resorts. Even
when it eased the regulations and
offered extendable visas to foreign-
ers upon their arrival, Kish became a
transit place where visitors renewed
their visas to travel to neighbouring
countries. Many tourists now hopped
over from Dubai to Kish only to return
the next day for their new visa. Kish
was, however, luring ever more tour-
ists from cities on the mainland. The
island offered a glimpse of life from
‘overseas’ — allowable as long as it
didn’t spill over onto the mainland.

The source of income was no longer
traveller’s cards but land. Land was
rented or sold for private buildings
and various commercial develop-
ments and businesses. All invest-
ments were exempt from taxes in the
first 15 years, sometimes extendable
to 30 years. From then on, the island
went through an implosion of ‘self-
made’ architectural bricolage mostly
defined by a mixture of incongru-

ous shapes and symbols inspired by
contemporary commercial architec-
ture catalogues with detailing from
old Persian architecture. Nothing
followed any logic of urban planning.
Deer and camels were allowed to roam
free across the island to promote a
sense of naturalness. The ruins of

an ancient city dating back to the
eleventh century were excavated

and renovated into tourist traps with
restaurants and shops. To entertain
the public, various festivals were orga-
nized. Loudspeakers installed in parks,
malls and along the roads played
music all day. Even one of the beaches
was assigned to foreign tourists so that
men and women could swim together.
For the first time since the revolution,
live music was played in cafés and
restaurants. Concerts by male rock
and pop bands were held. Kish adver-
tised itself as a sun-splashed paradise.
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In reality it was a national exception
with a pseudo-international aura.

These were exceptional (but short-
lived) developments mostly encour-
aged and pushed by the head of the
Kish Free Zone Organization. His
plans enjoyed the support of the mod-
erate side of the government through-
out most of the 1990s. The frequent
travels of the then current president
to the island were a guarantee that
things were not yet surpassing their
limits. Nevertheless, unfavourable
voices of concern were being raised
from other political camps inside the
establishment, criticizing the Kish
Organization for following trends
contrary to the mainland ideology and
cultivating non-Islamic lifestyles. It
was said that Kish had ‘cultural issues’.
The elections of 1997 resulted in a
moderate reformist government, and
the cultural and political scene in the
country became more open. The Kish
Free Zone Organization saw a role

for itself in this, and started its own
newspaper called Azad, meaning ‘free’.
This brought the organization closer
to politics but also into public scrutiny.
Ultimately in 2000, the newspaper
was banned following an article on a
serials of political murders in the late
1990s, as well as a cartoon that was
deemed ‘offensive’. This was followed
by the replacement of the head of

the Kish Free Zone Organization that
same year.

Today Kish’s main concern is still to
attract foreign investors, to have Irani-
an entrepreneurs invest in Kish rather
than in foreign countries, and to make
Kish a gateway for export rather than
import. However, the truth is that the
policies on foreign trade and tourism
remain quite undecided and

even contradictory.

This makes the economy too unre-
liable and insecure. In an interview
two years after his replacement, the
former head of the Kish Free Zone
Organization replied to the question

of what needed to be done for Kish to
achieve its ideal state:

...The main problem in attracting
tourists is the governing system’s
disbelief in the tourist industry.
Our main industry is oil and all
attention is in that direction. We
don’t look at tourism even as an
alternative for increasing our GDP
or tackling unemployment. Maybe
as long as there is oil this situation
will remain.*

Five years later, in another interview,
he announced that ‘under no circum-
stances have we been successful in
attracting foreign investors; we hav-
en’t even performed effectively with
regard to domestic investors.”

Return to the Greek Ship

From the mid-1980s the Greek ship
began to lure travellers from mainland
Iran. Images of it often appeared in
mainland newspapers and magazines.
It had unofficially become Kish’s
trademark. Naturally, the Kish Free
Zone Organization wanted to know
everything about the ship’s story

and past.

The Lloyd’s Register’s information
services in London sent snippets

of information: the ship carried the
name of Koula F and was built in 1943
by William Hamilton & Co. in the Port
of Glasgow, Scotland. It stranded near
the island of Kish on 25 July 1966. Sev-
eral unsuccessful attempts were made
to salvage the ship by the Dutch tug-
boat Orinoco on 29 and 30 July 1966.
The ship, however, moved only ten
degrees. Meanwhile, two holes were
detected in its tanks by the Orinoco
salvage team. On 7 August the entire
crew, with exception of the chief offi-
cer, left the ship. After a survey on 27
August, the tugboat’s salvage inspec-
tor concluded that retrieving the ship
was economically unfeasible. The
wrecked vessel was then abandoned
as a constructive total loss.
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At the time of her loss, the Koula F
was listed under the ownership of
Paul J. Frangoulis and A. & I. Cliafas
of Greece. However, before that, from
1959 to 1966, the ship sailed under
Iranian flag. In my own search in the
archives of the Kish library, I came
across a photocopied sheet of paper
with an account by inhabitants of Kish
who recalled that the Greek ship’s
crew set the vessel on fire before aban-
doning it. This may indeed be true

as nothing flammable has ever been
found aboard the ship.

On the coastline opposite the ship,
alarge rudder wheel was installed,
holding a carved plate bearing the
story of the ship. It is a strange sight
- as if the steering wheel were moved
from the ship to the shore to allow the
island to sail towards where the ship
failed to return: the West, or some un-
attainable projection of it. The melan-
choly of the scenery at sunset, the dim
hours in which people gather to view
the ship, highlights Kish’s pathologi-
cal fixation and identification with the
Greek ship, or rather, with the ship’s
loss and wrecked state. In the past
decades Kish turned into an almost
masochistic battlefield over this ‘lost
destination’, that “‘Where/West’ that
it wants both realized and destroyed.
This schizophrenic divide within the
island has torn Kish into bits and
pieces of ambivalent architecture, an
architecture that is symptomatic of
the island’s melancholia. If for Kish
there ever was a dialogue with history,
it is from this inner divide. And the
ruins it cultivates give the island
its geography.

In 2003 an Iranian expatriate and
investor organized an architecture
competition to design a huge tour-

ist and business resort on the island
called The Flower of the East, des-
tined for the north-east of the island,
right where that curved tip is located.
It would be 237 ha with a seven-star
hotel and six other luxury hotels, circa
4700 luxury apartments and villas, an

18-hole golf course, a marina, approx-
imately 53,000 m? of retail and 80,000
m? of office space. The heart of the
resort is transacted by a promenade
lined with buildings in which ‘the
merits of international architecture
are combined with the charm of the
Middle Eastern dedication to detail’.

As many as 12 German architecture
firms became involved in designing
this resort. In the initial briefing they
were given images of famous Euro-
pean tourist resorts like those on the
Cote d’Azur and in Nice, with a focus
on their nineteenth- and early twen-
tieth-century architecture, but also of
mosques and bazaars from Esfahan
and Marrakesh.

It might be confusing to understand
how such a resort with its emphasis
on internationalism could exist in a
place that has held such sour memo-
ries of international relations. There
is an ambiguous zone between ‘resort’
and ‘free zone’ through which the
‘Flower of the East’ articulates itself on
the island (and beyond). Apparently
the idea was to make the resort into

a gated area with only one entrance,
either to keep out unwanted guests or
keep in undesired practices. (Was this
the way the authorities could tolerate
this resort?) In any case it is exactly
due to geopolitical indecisiveness
that a phantasmagorical mixture of
architecture as desired for the Flower
of the East resort is imaginable. In a
conversation with one of the archi-
tects involved in the competition the
issue of the possibility of such a kind
of architecture came up. The office he
was working for did not usually design
‘Beaux-arts’ nor ‘oriental’ architecture.
For them this was an exceptional situ-
ation, too. But I was curious about how
they managed to become involved in
the competition:

We don’t think it is interesting to
transplant Western classical archi-
tecture to another location. The
result would be a tacky world that

Between East & West: A Gulf
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Kish, an Island
Indecisive by Design

Nasrin Tabatabai & Babak Afrassiabi have collaborated
as Pages since 2004, producing joint projects and
publishing a bilingual magazine — also called Pages —in
Farsi and English of which 9 issues are published so far.
Their projects and the magazine’s editorial approach are
closely linked, both described by the artists as ‘attempts
in articulating the indecisive space between art and its
historical condition’. They live in Rotterdam and work in
the Netherlands and Iran.

" The budget for the KDO was provided by the Develop-
ment Bank (Bank-e Omran) and the National Intelligence
and Security Organization (SAVAK).

2 Until now Iran has been itself one of the importers of
re-exported goods. More than anything, re-exportation is
amethod to bypass trade embargos, because re-exported
items do not undergo any value-added processes, so
cannot be counted towards a nation’s exports. Sine the
mid-1990s Dubai was the most important re-export hub
for Iran. It also serves as a pathway for smugglers to
circumvent US sanctions.

3 The head of Iran’s Council of Free Zones - Free Zones
magazine, issue 41.

4 Interview in the Haml va Naghl magazine, spring issue
2002.

5 Interview with Baran Mehri in Sarmaye newspaper, no.
460, 2007.
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is not real and would be strange
anyway. So we tried to develop

an architectural design that deals
with the elements of classical ar-
chitecture through classical utopi-
an paintings of architecture. These
pictures of non-existing urban sur-
rounding were the sources of our
design. Rather than transferring
an existing architecture to another
location, we reinvented a kind of
utopian classical architecture as a
scene and connected it to different
scenes. The resulting architecture
then can be from here but can

also be, in an irritating way, from
somewhere else — and maybe this
is the expression of what a resort is
really like: separated from every-
day life but still existing. There is
some kind of irritation attached

to this situation. I think it’s very
important to make this situation
clear to people - they are inside
and outside at the same time. They
are inside this project, inside this
resort doing what they want to

do. But at the same time they are
outside. Outside their normal life,
outside the normal political condi-
tions in Iran. And I think that only
an architecture that is somehow
irritating can manage that.

In 2008 the government broke its con-
tract with the investor of the Flower
of the East project and retrieved the
land assigned to it. It had failed to
interest enough investors to raise the
1.9 billion euros needed for the proj-
ect. When the projects started in 2003,
the political climate in Iran was very
different from that of a few years on-
ward. In early 2007 I went to Kish and
visited the construction site of the re-
sort. Nothing had been erected. Not a
single brick of those grandiose hotels
and villas. Soil had been moved from
one place to the next, and the other-
wise flat land had become a landscape
of mounds and ditches, resembling a
scale model of a sandy desert. It felt as
if everything had become extinct be-
fore it was even built. I didn’t mistake
this scene as some sort of regression
to the origin of the island natural
characteristics — a sandy desert. What
I witnessed was a productive process
of decomposition of something that
never materialized. Kish’s modern
history became a possibility only in-
sofar as it was a misplaced history — a
misplacement it has always remained
faithful to.

Between East & West: A Gulf

Wall extension and additional roof in the village of New Saffein, 2012.

Billboard at the site of the Flower of the East resort project, 2004.
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Kish, an Island
Indecisive by Design

Nasrin Tabatabai & Babak Afrassiabi have collabora
as Pages since 2004, producing joint projects and
publishing a bilingual magazine — also called Pages — it
Farsi and English of which 9 issues are published so fa
Their projects and the magazine’s editorial approach al
closely linked, both described by the artists as ‘attempi
in articulating the indecisive space between art and its
historical condition’. They live in Rotterdam and work ir
the Netherlands and Iran.

" The budget for the KDO was provided by the Develop:
ment Bank (Bank-e Omran) and the National Intelligenc
and Security Organization (SAVAK).

2 Until now Iran has been itself one of the importers of:
re-exported goods. More than anything, re-exportation
amethod to bypass trade embargos, because re-expot
items do not undergo any value-added processes, so
cannot be counted towards a nation’s exports. Sine the
mid-1990s Dubai was the most important re-export hul
for Iran. It also serves as a pathway for smugglers to
circumvent US sanctions.

3 The head of Iran’s Council of Free Zones - Free Zones
magazine, issue 41.

4 Interview in the Haml va Naghl magazine, spring issu¢
2002.

5 Interview with Baran Mehri in Sarmaye newspaper, nc
460, 2007.
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Persian Gulf Boulevard in 2012, Kish Island.

Residential area under construction in 2005, Kish Island.
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(Re)constructing
Failaka:

The Perils of a
Controlled Masterplan
in the Reconstruction
of a Historical Narrative
and National Identity

Noor Boushehri
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Located just off the coast of Kuwait, lays the Island of
Failaka. The island’s sixteen square miles is home to

the archaeological footprints of fragmentary villages
spanning over 4,000 years of global history.! Its location
within the Persian Gulf allowed for continuous human
settlement dating back to the Bronze Age, Hellenistic
Period, Dilmun Civilization, and Alexander the Great’s
settlement (it was a step-off site for his connection to
India and the Silk Road). This succession of some of the
world’s most notable civilizations brought with them
their own historical narratives and physical representa-
tions, contributing to the collective identity of the island,
leading up to the modern State of Kuwait. This continu-
ous inhabitation of Failaka came to a sudden halt during
the 1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, when inhabitants were
forcefully evacuated from the island and much of its
built environment was destroyed. Accounts of violence
and destruction prevent any realistic potential of reset-
tlement on the island so long as it remains in its current
state of disrepair.? As made evident by the government’s
vision and the development plans produced,? the rede-
velopment of the island with a master-plan approach
showcases an attempt to reconstruct its history and iden-
tity using political, economic, and religious factors.
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Failaka Today

Today, Failaka can be best described
as a neglected jewel along the Persian
Gulf, not quite forgotten, not effec-
tively cherished. A brief search of web
images can validate the island’s disre-
garded state—pictures of a desert-like
land with sparse vegetation, war-torn
buildings, poor infrastructure, incom-
plete roadwork, and mostly devoid

of human interaction. While these
images may not be wrong, they do
not tell the whole story of the Island
of Failaka, rather, they only suggest
aspects of the more recent history. To
truly understand the dismal level of
attention given to the island in cor-
relation to its potentiality, a deeper
look into the many layers of its history

allows for a more accurate perspective
on its present condition, enabling a
deeper respect for its glorious past,
and showcasing the growing concerns
with regards to the development of

its future.

A Trip to the Island:

Expectations vs. Reality

Experiencing the Island of Failaka
today entails planning ahead. Trans-
portation, both to and around the is-
land, needs to be prearranged. Public
visitors, as opposed to private visitors
who work on the island, have two
main transit options to get to Failaka
(apart from the use of private boats,
yachts, or helicopters). Visitors today
can purchase a return ticket aboard
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the Kuwait Public Transit Company*
(KPTC) ferryboat, which leaves from
Ras Al-Salmiyah. For a slightly larg-
er fee, visitors are able to drive their
personal vehicle onto the ferry to be
used as transportation around the
island. The second option available

is to purchase a round-trip ticket at a
higher cost from a specialized pri-
vate boat and yacht rental company
that leaves from the Marina Crescent.
Depending on the choice of transpor-
tation methods, a journey should take
anywhere between 40 and 90 minutes,
presuming everything runs according
to plan and schedule.’

Upon arrival at one of the two main
ports of Failaka, located along the
southwest coast of the island, visitors
walk up the dock and are immediately
greeted by the impaired sites of cur-
rent Failaka. At this point, the visitor
is either able to drive their personal
vehicle off the ferryboat or one of the
buses belonging to the Ikaros Hotel
may be arranged to tour the island and
do some sightseeing. Ideally, relaxing
and barbequing by the beach, walking
through Al-Zor experiencing the once
inhabited Kuwaiti town, witnessing
archaeological ruins amidst ongoing
excavation missions,° riding camels,
renting paddle boats, and touring

the Heritage Village of Failaka are

just some of the activities a visitor
may wish to enjoy.” Yet, the visitor

is pressed for time as the ferryboats
operate on a fixed schedule, leaving
Failaka before sunset, urging visitors
to either stay overnight or depart after
only a few hours.

The Heritage Village of Failaka, along
with the Ikaros Hotel and Restaurant,
are only fragments of the largely unre-
alized development plan for the island
that aims to transform it into a winter
resort, to attract the growing region-
al tourism industry to Kuwait. This
vision has yet to be implemented. A
more detailed look into the initial plan
gives a clear sense as to the intentions
and future plans for Failaka.

Evolution of an Unrealized

Masterplan

On December 29,1962, Arab urban
planner Saba George Shiber® pub-
lished an article that made the case for
development in Failaka.’ In his article,
Shiber goes into great detail about
Failaka becoming an international
winter resort. He explains the advan-
tages of transforming the island into
not only a place of rest and recreation,
but also as a great source of income
for the Government of Kuwait. In his
words, “This languid island—a stone’s
throw away from hustling and bus-
tling Kuwait—is a ready-made asset
to Kuwait if it can be developed and
provided with necessary amenities to
become a resort area, a playground,
on an international level, during

the months from November to April,
when the weather of the Arabian Gulf
is ideal and when it is too cold in most
other places.” For this reason, Shiber
expressed the need for a master plan
of development for the island. His
excitement and belief in the island’s
potential gained much popularity. He
expressed the view that Failaka can be
to Kuwait what “the Princess Islands
are to Istanbul, what the Greek Islands
are to Athens, what Capri is to Rome,
and the Canaries are to Spain.” This
perspective particularly appealed to
his audience and almost a year later,
November 14, 1964 Shiber followed

up the discussion with another arti-
cle pushing the project forward and
asserting in his book that both the ar-
ticle and the preliminary masterplan
developed had been presented to and
approved by the Municipal Council of
Kuwait later that year.'”

The merits of Shiber’s proposals have
since been debated, with sides coming
out for and against his vision of a mas-
ter development plan. The aspects of
his proposals, in light of present-day
knowledge and experience, bring to
light questions regarding the ability

to retain Failaka as a peaceful sanc-
tuary for both its local residents as
well as the projected tourists. In other
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Open War Museum, Failaka.
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Abandoned School, Failaka, 1990.

Abandoned School, Failaka, 2016.
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locales where such financially driven
proposals have been implemented,
culture typically takes back seat to the
“hustling and bustling.” Development
often usurps local populations while it
fulfills the expectation of internation-
al tourism. Furthermore, the prelimi-
nary masterplan could not have possi-
bly anticipated the devastating affects
that the Iraqi invasion and subsequent
war would later have on the island.
Any development initiated, completed,
or in progress, took a complete stand-
still against the befallen destruction.

Aftermath of a Paralyzing Invasion

On August 2, 1990, Saddam Husain’s
military regime invaded the State

of Kuwait and Failaka immediately
became one of the places occupied by
Iraqi forces. Many accounts have been
told of people’s experiences during
that time throughout Kuwait,! includ-
ing a televised interview conducted
immediately following the invasion.??
The interview focused on the hard-
ships and trials of people living on the
island during invasion as well as their
heroic actions amidst the period of
occupation. The interviewees recalled
their experiences of desperation in
times when Iraqi armed forces ceased
control of any shipment of supplies to
the island. The people of Failaka were
captured, threatened, and tortured
until finally a few months into the
occupation, the island was forcefully
evacuated and left in a state of exile,
until allied forces liberated Kuwait.'?

Failaka suffered much destruction
during that period, especially con-
sidering the fact that it was later used
by military forces as a site for target
practice. A year after the liberation
of Kuwait, a survey was conducted
amongst 377 displaced Kuwaiti fami-
lies that had resettled from Failaka to
mainland Kuwait. The survey consist-
ed of three options: a) I wish to go back
to Failaka; b) I do not wish to go back
to Failaka; or c) I wish to go back to
Failaka if the government takes speci-
fied measures. Of the 377 families that

participated in the survey, 300 wanted
to stay in Kuwait, 27 wanted to go back
to Failaka as is, and only 56 families
wanted to eventually move back to
Failaka, provided that the Govern-
ment of Kuwait dealt with infrastruc-
ture and transportation issues.”® The
results were completely understand-
able given the comfortable settle-
ments the families had become ac-
customed to, however, this meant the
redevelopment of the island was no
longer an immediate priority follow-
ing the invasion. To this day, signs of
a devastating war are clearly visible to
anyone setting foot on the island. Left
in a state of complete disrepair, Faila-
ka continues to house a collection of
military vehicles and weapons that are
on display in what can be labeled as
an open war museum for all to see and
experience. This bone-yard setting

of broken vehicles and objects merg-
es with the crumpled infrastructure
and destroyed built environment to
function as an open-wound reminder
to those who escaped as well as a vivid
picture for those current and future
generations who have known no other
version of Failaka’s past. With over a
quarter of a century passing since the
invasion, Failaka is still aching and in
ever-growing need of rehabilitation
and development. Begging the ques-
tion, what is to become of the Failaka of
today and what does that mean for the
creation of the Failaka of tomorrow?

Reconstruction in the Service

of the State

Construction versus destruction in
the service of a reconstructed nation-
al narrative becomes a key question
to be addressed in the case of Faila-
ka, with particular reference to the
Shrine of Al-Khidhr. Part history, part
legend, and deeply rooted in religion,
the story of Al-Khidhr is one that is
mentioned in the Holy Quran with
global parallels suggesting that his
story may be related to St. George of
the Dragon, Alexander the Great, and
the Babylonian Goddess Ishtar.!® Leg-
end has it that during one of his great
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journeys, Al-Khidhr passed through
the Island of Failaka. On the very site
of his passage during this grand voy-
age, a shrine was built in his memory.
The shrine slowly became a place of
gathering for the people of the island,
and over the years, many more people
from surrounding countries came

to visit the shrine for spiritual and
religious purposes, leaving gifts and
performing rituals at the site as it had
come to be associated with blessings
and fertility. These acts, more related
to and practiced by the Shia sector

of Islam, became a discomfort inside
a predominantly Sunni country and
government that did not share such
beliefs. The shrine was built and de-
molished three times over the course
of a few decades, yet the legend lives
on. The preliminary masterplan pro-
posed for the Island of Failaka by the
Kuwait Municipality in 1962V clearly
repurposes the land as it labels the
area of the shrine as an “amusement
zone” in an attempt to further remove
its historical and, more particular-

ly, religious significance. While the
intentions behind this act may be
debatable, the constant destruction
and rebuilding of the shrine illustrates
the power of memory, storytelling,
and the politics behind embracing or
erasing stories from the identity of a
place such as Failaka.

As of 2013, specific sites along Failaka
have been submitted to UNESCO’s
World Heritage Center’s Tentative
List. Despite pending review, there is
no mention of the global significance
behind the Shrine of Al-Khidhr or its
story. The possibility of a designation

provides great anticipation in the
hopes of preserving Failaka’s history
and heritage. However, as the submit-
ted report states, “Since the liberation
of Kuwait in 1991, the island remains
significantly underdeveloped, giving
way to current policies of cultural
tourism to further shape future sce-
narios for the island and support stra-
tegic-development projects aligned
with keeping the island as an archae-
ological record,”® one can only hope
the rich archaeological history of the
island is not selectively embraced or
demolished and reduced to a theatri-
cal backdrop on the basis of an elitist,
profit-based tourism industry as has
been the fate of many UNESCO World
Heritage Sites.” Such a designation
might actually decrease the possibility
of the local people of Failaka to return
to the land they once called home.

Conclusion

It is unclear what the future holds

for Failaka’s past but one thing is for
certain, a fully implemented master
plan becomes a great nationalist tool
in an attempt to reconstruct the his-
torical identity and national heritage.
It could be a benefit to those in power
at a critical point in time. While a plan
is necessary to move forward with the
implementation of development in an
organized manner, it needs to be con-
textual and malleable, as opposed to
grandiose and unyielding. It needs to
anticipate and enable evolution with
the aim to accommodate a multi-fac-
eted and ever-growing context that
looks to the future to develop the
present without excluding the island’s
rich historical identity.
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Entrance to Ikaros Hotel and Restaurant, Failaka.

Ironic Signage, Failaka.
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Top to bottom: Archeological Excavations, Failaka.
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Instantaneous, powerful, and rather impulsive upsurg-
es in development normally characterize the nature of
urban growth in oil-rich city states across the Arabian
Peninsula. Wealth from oil revenues fueled the first cy-
cles of development that saw whole, new capital cities
planned and built. Massive infrastructural projects that
characterized this era were driven by the modern dream
of taming the land and exemplifying the strength and
modernity of the nation state and its institutions. As
these initial grand schemes coagulated in the 1970s, the
Gulf in general and Kuwait more specifically underwent
a renaissance. It was during this time that Kuwait City
was re-envisioned as an alternative to the norm, a place
for an economic, political, and architectural revolution.

L 528 Gl Slomudl e BoLe Ballly (o labl g add] “Clys8” s
Congal 3 ooyl 8,50d) dilate @ Jaadl dusdl Joudl § ¢ pasdl 5o bl
Joadl ) JoYl s bt 4590 dudss § Jaddl ulse (e Akl Oilg 5!
il @yl el LglaST Buaz e Jahassiy sy & oo Sl s
oo Laslys OIS ud B5dll odn padle CS s 3l dased) 4ol
Lgiluwges dsWll s pacs 893 dewady (o)) IMiwl ] o polsa
Ol § 55 Ll dasall Sull Ollhahsll oie Olas Lllsg
Lo 33Y9 dodoall deg e CugNly ple JS iy ) ddhaie Gug s
CosSIl dald Buue dus)y JSid o3 Sl el s JW 56 Lgd duus
33LaBYl 8)g2)l dd a e UilSag goelitl] mdgll s Yauy 055

A slesbly dewldly

It could be argued that Kuwait’s
master planning was driven more by
political and economic aspirations
than by spatial intentions. Sheikh
Abdullah Alsalem Alsabah’s desire

to distribute oil profits to the people
led to the establishment of a social
welfare state that generously provided
healthcare, education, and housing
benefits to all its citizens at low or

no cost, while at the same time pro-
viding job opportunities for all who
applied. As these policies continued
without major alterations from the
government, the resultant status

quo became that of an overburdened,
underutilized structure that proved
difficult to sustain. Economically, the
public sector dominated all indus-
tries, as it was the sole driver of built
projects and development programs
in the country. Politically, democratic
participation got confined to discus-
sions and legislations concerned with
the amounts of benefits distributed
to citizens, as opposed to the type of
mechanisms and qualitative aspects
to which the benefits needed to be
associated. Socially, the comfort of
secure public sector jobs and over-
bearing, non-incentivizing governing
structures deterred the development
of a more agile, entrepreneurial labor

force, therefore hindering any major
changes to the country’s strategic
infrastructural governance.

Within this climate of economic, polit-
ical, and social constraint, and in light
of dwindling oil revenues coupled
with major deficits, Kuwait is faced
with a difficult position in terms of
ensuring the standard of living creat-
ed within the existing system. As part
of the efforts to aid in the implemen-
tation of His Highness, Sheikh Sabah
Al Ahmad Al Sabah’s vision of trans-
forming the country into an interna-
tional financial and commercial hub,
the Supreme Council of Planning and
Development of Kuwait recently intro-
duced several related and congruent
initiatives, the first of which is known
as “The Five Islands Project.”

The Five Islands Project takes the
islands of Boubyan, Warba, Failaka,
Miskan, and Oha and incorporates
them into a “free economic zone”
(FEZ). An FEZ includes a distinct set
of laws and regulations that act to
aid in the realization of a different
economic environment; one that is
competitive, led by the private sector,
and, most importantly, ensures the
cultivation of alterative sources of
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income for the country in which it is
positioned. In Kuwait, the Five Islands
Project stands to challenge the estab-
lished norms of these types of zones
by studying the benefits of develop-
ment relative to similar international
models. The aim is to create a com-
prehensive and multi-purpose zone
that increases Kuwait’s regional and
international competitiveness while
generating a new means (for Kuwait)
to maintain the current standard of
living created by the political, social,
and spatial commitments within the
public sector.

This paper builds upon the estab-
lished frameworks by defining the
notions of free trade zones, in order to
demonstrate how the Five Island Proj-
ect aims to redefine the zone typology
within the specific context of Kuwait.

The Zone [Definition)]
Keller Easterling defines the FEZ or
simply, the “zone,” as a spatial prod-
uct of free market capitalism that is
proving to be a main building block
for many contemporary cities and
nations aspiring to plug into the inter-
national network. It is a place where
corporations thrive and commerce
reigns over politics. These zones, as
Easterling continues, are “corporate
cities,” or the “x-city,” where the “x” is
the noun describing the mono-pro-
grammatic agglomeration of similar
units with similar activities, and the
“city” is a “modifier indicating a place
where something is to be found in
abundance.” In other words, zones
are economic cities, where in many in-
stances neoliberalism trumps national
regulatory mechanisms in an attempt
to generate foreign investment. Zones
are the heirs to the port and places
where free market capitalism and
exclusivity prevail. According to East-
erling, the zone is a distinct territory
that combines elements of culture and
finance. They are also often referred
to as Free Trade Zones (FTZs), special
economic zones (SEZs), and export
processing zones (EPZs)—each subtle

variants that expel barriers to corpo-
rate profits. The zone combines with
other urban typologies such as high-
tech campuses and cultural villages
to create alternative, widely ranging
parks and “enclave formats. . .that
complement the corporate headquar-
ters or offshore facilities.”?

These types of zones and their exclu-
sivity can be traced all the way back
to pirate enclaves and free port laws
that developed in European harbor
cities like Hamburg, Germany. Mim-
icking such laws, the United States
established its first zone in the 1930s,
to accommodate one of it ports for
international trade and warehousing.
As industry and manufacturing devel-
oped in the pursuant decades, EPZs
quickly appeared. Since the 1970s, and
the establishment of the first SPZs in
China, special enclaves have been de-
veloping all over the world. Handling
over a third of the world’s trade and
encompassing areas over hundreds of
kilometers in size, these zones quickly
became a swift and effortless means
for entry into the world economy.?
The zone equalizes the playing field
by providing enclaves that speak the
same language and operate with the
same efficiency.

The Zone as a Duality

[vs. as Multiplicity]

The zone tends to thrive on its dual
nature; it is neither completely local
nor is it entirely international. It may
help a nation develop and connect
externally, and might also hinder
some of its sovereignty in the name
of neoliberalism. It properly func-
tions because it borrows from both
realms. Despite being funded and
built locally, in many cases the zone
operates internationally, connecting
with other zones. This duality extends
into juxtaposed theories on globaliza-
tion. The convergent theory contends
that nationalism and culture is eroded
in business arenas thereby creating

a merging of like-minded interests.
Conversely, the divergent theory pos-
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tulates that as free-market values are
imposed on populations, traditional
values are bolstered in defiance of the
diminishment of culture and propa-
gation of inequality that comes with
FEZs. Easterling further explains

this dualism:

Theories about the waning nation
state and waxing transnational
realm are the perfect camouflage
for the corporate culture that clear-
ly prefers to manipulate both state
and non-state sovereignty, alter-
nately releasing and laundering
their power and identity to create
the most advantageous political

or economic climate. ... Just as
corporate interests play a number
of zone types for advantage they
also operate between state and
non-state jurisdictions, seeking
out relaxed, extra-jurisdictional
spaces (SEZs, FTZs, EPZs) while
also massaging legislation in the
various states they occupy (NAFTA,
GATT). The stances of any one na-
tion are therefore often duplicitous
or discrepant reflections of divided
loyalties between national and
international concerns or citizens
and shareholders.*

Identity also plays a large role in
defining the zone. While the conver-
gent theory explains why many of
these special economic zones tend to
conform to a specific glass and steel
gestalt that is appropriate for the
corporate image, divergence sheds
light on why many of these zones also
borrow from local and traditional
built forms—it is a marketing effort to
differentiate themselves in an assim-
ilating world. Thus, although the city
is disconnected from its immediate
locality in terms of function, it still
retains a local “look.”

In the case of the Five Islands, it is
very much true that the zone floats in
between the national and internation-
al realms. It is governed by nationally
stated and agreed upon laws as well as

transnational legislations that admin-
ister key issues in international courts
of law. However, unlike similar zones
elsewhere, the Five Islands are influ-
enced by three unique factors: 1) the
local Kuwaiti political climate, 2) the
transnational spirit in which the idea
of the Five Islands was drawn and 3)
the current economic situation of the
population supported by the welfare
state discussed earlier. In contrast to
the political climates of other places
where the “zone” typology became
very successful, Kuwait’s politics tend
to be more participatory.

The national directive to create the
zone (the wish of a one-party rule

for example) that exists in the dual
relationship between the national
and international realms is, in this
case, non-singular. The relationship
between the legislative and execu-
tive branches of government, and

the degree of democracy enjoyed by
citizens in Kuwait, allows more voices
to be heard and more perspectives to
be included. More importantly, the
spirit in which the idea of the islands
was drawn up mimics the ideals and
concepts of international water laws,
which foreground the protection of
natural resources for all mankind. To
re-emphasize an important point, the
Five Islands are and will continue to
be part of Kuwait, under its sovereign-
ty. Moreover, due to the transnational,
historical, environmental, and cul-
tural importance of the islands’ land-
scapes, this zone will be developed
with environmental sustainability at
the forefront. This is to say that the
Five Islands Project does not only seek
to benefit the economic fortunes of
the nation, but it also reflects the
common heritage of mankind and
thus will be developed in ways that
ensure survival and continuity for
future generations.

The various natural and manmade
heritages of the islands provide an
assorted pallet of references and
influences that speak to the physical
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Located in the North east of Kuwait and totaling an area of approximatley 1000
square kilometers (5% of the total area of the country), the islands of Bouyan,
Warba, Failaka, Oha and Miskan as an international zone will add 35 billion USD
to the local GDP annually.
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The financial district in Boubyan aims at being an important node in the contem-
porary Silk Route that connects East Asia to Europe through Inner Asia and the
Middle East.
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potentiality of what these islands can
manifest. Aiming at being an import-
ant node in the contemporary Silk
Route, the islands are a place where
cultures from all around and beyond
are celebrated. Many civilizations
have rested in the region, so the idea
of a “true local” is already contested.
Due to the wide-range of site geogra-
phies and existent conditions, the Five
Islands Project aims to expand upon
the characteristics known to zones
around the world in order to provide
a vibrant ecosystem that thrives on a
multiplicity of factors.

The Zone as a Brand [vs. as Content]
With rapid globalization, accessibility,
and increased connectivity comes the
advancement of mobility infrastruc-
tures and communication technology.
These modernized means are leveling
the playing field for everyone and
increasing competition. In order to
compete and get a share of interna-
tional trade, cities have to plug into
the global network through the estab-
lishment of free trade ports, airport
cities, and smart zones that move
people, commodities, and information
both efficiently and swiftly. Efficien-
cy here does not only depend on the
geographic location of these infra-
structures but more importantly, it de-
pends on the context of the governing
rules and regulations. More than ever,
cities across the Arabian Peninsula

are competing to become part of the
international network and as a result
they are designed and built to serve fi-
nancial investments and consumption
needs, utilizing the creation of zones
as a means of branding themselves a
member of a larger financial network.

Special zones are utilized as urban
organizers and instruments of com-
petition. As any other product on the
market, they become a commodity,
characterized by their highly devel-
oped marketing agenda and unique
brand awareness. Given the sharp
distinction of the zone’s monothe-
matic districts, at first glance the Five

Islands is no different. However, a
deeper examination demonstrates
that it intentionally defies these
characteristics. The monothematic
representation of functions becomes
a means of breaking down the project
for communication purposes at a larg-
er scale, while the main focus of the
master-planning exercise is to create
alternative and diverse living envi-
ronments that can appeal to an array
of people from different backgrounds.
The planning ideals were related in
order to showcase and enhance what
exists on site. Both heritage and nat-
ural resources are integral in drawing
up a novel architectural landscape.
Instead of a market-based project,

the initial master-planning concepts
focused on the creation of ecologically
sustainable communities that provide
a high standard of living for all its
future inhabitants. Although the zone
tends to become an instant brand that
is marketed and sold on the interna-
tional market, the Five Islands ap-
proach is more concerned with how it
can contribute to the holistic develop-
ment of its inhabitants and how such
experiences can, in turn, reflect upon
and emphasize sustainability.

The Zone as Obliviousness

[vs. as Cognizance]

The zone is known to thrive in regions
of chaos; it is oblivious to its surround-
ings. All too often, a zone capitalizes
on the wars and conflicts in its respec-
tive region as an alternative spot of se-
curity and imperviousness. By nature,
zones transcend international treaties
and conflicts as they build global
alliances and transnational contracts
through corporate conglomerates.
These extremely powerful organiza-
tions simply avoid war because it is
bad for business.®

Special zones thrive in conditions of
chaos because they play by a differ-
ent set of rules. When a country goes
to war, it does not necessarily mean
that the zone goes to war. Zones are
secured and backed up by multina-
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The natural and historical wealth
of the Islands will always remain
as its hallmark. Investment in
ecological development through-
out the Islands will ensure their
sustenance and co-existence with
the newly introduced components.
(Images below are stills taken from
animation found on youtube.)
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tionals that lobby governments to
make sure that these enclaves stay
international, neutral, and oblivious
to all that happens around them.

The Five Island’s case differs in that
it is cognizant of its contextual envi-
ronment. It recognizes its neighbors
and others as key players in its success
by challenging the special nature of
zones, which are designed to defy
legal, bureaucratic, and market struc-
tures. The project is aware of these
notions of exclusion and is therefore
designed to promote activities that
are socially inclusive, incentivizing
members of all its nearby neighbors
to participate in and enjoy what the
islands have to offer.

Amidst the escalating conflicts in

the region, Kuwait’s islands have
kindled a beacon of hope. His High-
ness the Amir’s “Vision 2035” gears
up for an era of positive international
communication and cooperation. The
natural geography of the Five Islands
incentivizes collaboration with others
to ensure proper functionality. For
example, the formation of the islands
and their environment is highly
dependent on the ecological health

of the entire Gulf. Acknowledging the
fact that the islands are part of a politi-
cal, economic, social, and environ-
mental ecosystem in which the well
being of each component is contin-
gent on the well being of the overall
system, the islands work in tandem
with their regional counterparts.

The Zone as a Theme Park

[vs. as a National Park]

According to Brian Ackley, Dubai is a
Zone city on a “permanent vacation.”
In an effort to create a modern city
that is a regional anchor to financial
growth, large-scale developers pro-
duced theme-park-like spaces that
combined leisure, work, and residence
into one experience. Living turned
into recreation and citizens turned
into tourists.5

The notion of a constant vacation

blends with the idea of a park and
explains the architectural language
and urban landscape diction utilized
in many of these schemes. Through
the commodification of architecture
and the constant search for the new
and the novel, the zone city seems to
fall into the category of a “non-place.”
Generalized, global, and trendy—the
built form disorients the visitor into
thinking that they are in “no place or
in any place.”

However, in the case of the Five
Islands Project, the brand of leisure,
themes, and retreats is characterized
by the scale and existing natural
wealth of the islands. Thus, including
hectares of environmentally protected
areas and significant cultural heritage
sites, substantial parts of the Five
Islands will be designated as national
parks. The incentives of development
along the Five Islands are to preserve
certain areas, build sensitively on
others, and to create dense yet sus-
tainable clusters wherever possible. . .

.Although, commercial areas such as

malls and themed housing communi-
ties might all be part of the real estate
mix that sells these islands as econom-
ically feasible, it is their geography
and natural sights that will always
remain their hallmark.

Conclusion

Historically, and as evident in most
parts of the world, the city is the locus
of progress, ideas, and interaction,
characterized by gradual urban evo-
lution that progressively crystallizes
into densely populated places. Today,
the zone has come to be understood
as an urban planning tool for develop-
ment that has shifted urban evolution
from its historical origins to an ahis-
torical implementation that revolves
around international markets. In
Easterling’s perspective, the zone city
is a means of announcing a country’s
entry into the global market as an
independent, post-colonial contactor
of outsourcing and offshoring.

The zone is also known as an instru-
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ment of liberation and independence
from incisive localism. Each free eco-
nomic zone represents a hiatus from
contestable liberation whose values
resemble those of the outside world
more than the values of the country in
which it is situated. As Shumon Basar
explains, “The new norm, juristically
speaking, gains its consistency by
allowing inconsistency as part of its
logic. Special, exceptional, extra: it’s
the supra-rule that proves the rule of
the exception ... Contradiction—be-
tween traditional, national, religious
values, and the values of laissez-faire
liberalism—is not seen as contraction
any longer.”® Furthermore, it can be
argued that the ultimate urban form of
these zones is the independent archi-
pelago that includes the Five Islands.
The water space in between the five
islands and the continent signals the
zone’s independence from the local
landscape, thereby giving the illusion
of international waters.

Kuwait is gearing up to construct its
first zone or set of zones, in an at-
tempt to not just escape the norm but
to establish a new one. Decades of
legislative and administrative amalga-
mations have stifled the development
of an agile system that can sustainably
manage the country. Decreasing oil
prices and increasing expenditures
have resulted in substantial deficits

in the country’s budget. More than
merely a means of diversifying nation-
al incomes, the zones are also grounds
to exercise alternative management
structures and administrative process-
es. In the utmost crises, as in the case

of Singapore, prosperous development
comes with a strong dose of consensus
among stakeholders. In the case of
Kuwait, healthy amounts of political
dissent have impeded a cohesive de-
velopment focus. The needs, desires,
and objectives for a zone comes with
the intention of building consensus
towards a singular project that sets
definitions and limitations based on
actual lessons that can be learned

and extracted from established zones
around the world. Therefore, in the
context of Kuwait’s plan, the zone
becomes an incubator of ideas and a
catalyst for change. This is by virtue of
Kuwait’s Constitution, which focuses
on national sustenance and the conti-
nuity of a system that was built by the
people, for the people.

The nature of the Five Islands as a
geography (physically disconnected
from Kuwait and amidst three polit-
ically and socially diverse countries)
challenges its own conception as an
idea. The Five Islands Project is built
on true intentions of collaboration
and mediations between neighbors
(eg between the Mubarak Port of
Kuwait and Al-Faw Port of Iraq). The
islands will usher in a new era of
nation-to-nation co-building and
the ecological development of land.
Driven by economic incentives and
governed by strong political, social,
and environmental underpinnings,
the Five Islands as a zone challenges
the very notions for which zones have
come to be known.
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~1 / l S . This small island off the coast of Kuwait has proven to become one of
F(a I I a ka / J_Q the most complex and historically rich islands in the Gulf. Continually
e inhabited since the 3rd millennium BC, Failaka island was a part of the
Dilmun civilization that existed in the region, and was later reincarnate
as “Ikaros,” a decision made by Alexander the Great during his travels
through the region. The island would remain inhabited for years to come,
becoming home to a settlement of Nestorian Christians before the rise of
Islam throughout the region.

\uheh / dmge Boubyan / ylug: Failaka / Islua Green Island / clpasll 652

A

0.13 km? 785 km? 4923 km? 0.2 km? In more recent years, the island has seen significantly less excitement, as
29.3781, 48.4389 29.7697, 48.2021 29.4356, 48.3352 29.3651, 48.0269 1t was abandoned during the 1991 Gull War and has yet to tully Tecover.
Kuwait /oS Kuwait / ol Kuwait / ugsJl Kuwait / gl All of the residents of the island were forced to move to the mainland,

making way for the use of the island as a critical military position for the
Iraqi army. The strategic location of the island for military purposes was
not forgotten, and was subsequently utilized by ally forces for military
training operations after the war. As the narrative of Failaka continues
to evolve, the abundant history that it holds remains unyielding in its
importance to the history of the region.

Q

(ubbar / is Miskan / ylSuuwo Qaruh / ogyla Shuwaikh / Aagaull
.22 km? 0.39 km? 0.04 km? 3.29 km?
9.0737, 48.4949 29.4858, 48.2514 28.8174 48.7767 29.3559, 47.9140
uwait / cugsll Kuwait / =ugsl Kuwait / ugsl Kuwait / cugsdl
49.23 km?
NO NRNEAR AQ DDELNH
£I9.49000, 40.0004
Kuwait / cugsdl
—
mm al Maradim / Umm an Namil / Jaill Pi Warbah / diyg Abu Ali / ) ail
e3hell ol 0.88 km? 33.92 km? 63.34 km?
.2 km? 29.3843, 47.8681 29.9992, 48.0685 27.3313, 49.5652
8.6798, 48.6514 Kuwait / cygsdl Kuwait / Cugsdl Saudi Arabia / d&ysgeul
uwait / cugsll
e 3,3 Tadiss 5emdl AST sum] GaasSI) dorladl L8 25 ) Byseal] 8yl 0dm G
Byl oo Teso Sl s L LV dte sale KL 8,30 ClS iy .3 sl gealsd] & gl
S 03531 51y “ug )l el dosy Lod gl Saley bl § Bosze LIS Ll Gk
Ui ge prvat) s sy dlysb Olgiud O udl Dgale 8,301 Cidy dihaill J] a3dory S5 4 SY)
A ol I i3 O L8 Byl smomes Lathly dibgtwl
1991 ple gl Gy o IS Oy Eor 355 J3T S0 8, 32d] g b By s Olsiudl 3
\| Batinah / d@iklll Al Heeza / 5jugll Alhuwaylat / cilligall Althumairi / s poill I JLEBYI e 8,521 5B JS o (endl elUb &S Olslas s LIS Glss bl Lag
8.27 km? 0.01 km? 0.01 km? 0.32 km? 8252l @89 IS umy s 9 3Ll Giml) L 6,5 @39aS lgalasiiwl ot gyl 5!
7.2386, 49.4991 26.6750, 50.1060 27.1123, 49.5827 27.2685, 49.3389 39 - ymmd) =Ll asy &S] Sl yail) acsy laod Ladod) Olgd)) lytedseiwls L,Suws Lol
audi Arabia / ajsgeul Saudi Arabia / gl Saudi Arabia / dsgeuull Saudi Arabia / dsgeuull - Y e . - R
o 7 7 i L Ls L cassall § LS doad ol bodng b ySws Lo Lo 55 § 8piedl S e
JSS Aoy Labaitl daal § Lol Traie o ymll Laguyl i
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Al-"Arabiya / auyell Coral / glasall Du’aynah / diseiall Gurmah / aoyill North Bayna / dullouiul dil Qannah / &3 Qraiyn / gaa South Bayna / augiall diwull
0.1 km? 0.18 km? 3.72 km? 0.07 km? 0.02 km? 5.37 km? 0.05 km? 0.12 km?

27.7783,50.1725 26.4838, 50.1058 27.2496, 49.3418 27.1440, 49.4888 26.2551,50.3177 27.3673,49.3016 27.6606, 49.8184 26.1769, 50.3121

Saudi Arabia / aysgeul Saudi Arabia / aysgouull Saudi Arabia / dysgouull Saudi Arabia / d&ysgeul Saudi Arabia / dysgeul Saudi Arabia / daysgouull Saudi Arabia / dysgouull Saudi Arabia / &sgeul

‘ ¢ ‘ ‘ \ S
Hadhaba / &3m Halat Za’al / Jc;j dlla Harqous / yagipx Haylmiya / d&olugll Tarout / Dareen / cug)li Unaibar / puic Zakhnuniya / daigiajll Abu Amira/ ép0 9.!i
0.26 km? 0.22 km? 0.02 km? 7.22 km? 30.31 km? 0.04 km? 10.95 km? 0.01 km?
245256, 51.4416 26.6596, 50.1024 27.9348, 49.6853 27.2114, 49.3563 26.5696, 50.0584 24.9334,50.7374 25.5566, 50.3281 26.2145, 50.4249
Saudi Arabia /a.[\r}onnlll Saudi Arabia / .'I'\{}Oul” Saudi Arahia /Elj Yok | Saudi Arabia /El.! 3gR wudl Saudi Arabia /¢ 1\:}0111” Saudi Arabia /a'!\r} oudl Saudi Arabia El.l' \r_\Toul” Bahrain /u._l_’nll”
4

N ]

. |
Huwaysat / cilagall Jinna / lia Judhaym / pyia Juraid / saall Ajirah Island / 6 ac Al Hajiyat / cilaall Aljadoom / pgslall Al Wukir / yg3sil
0.27 km? 0.27 km? 0.5 km? — km? 0.03 km? 0.04 km? 0.14 km? 0.02 km?

24.3971, 51.5030 27.3691, 49.8975 25.4843,50.4215 27.1993, 49.9569 25.7401, 50.8236 25.6998, 50.7996 26.3939, 50.4728 25.6536, 50.8149
Saudi Arabia / &gl Saudi Arabia / &sgeul Saudi Arabia / &sgul Saudi Arabia / &sgeul Bahrain / ol Bahrain / Bahrain / Bahrain / ol

-~ ¥ ™\
*\\‘6‘
4 < :
e
/ S
S
A T g
N ¥
(aran / gls Khobar Water Tower Maqta’a / ghiaoll Muslamiya / dioluuo Bahrain / gaja1 B Sadad Islands / slsuu g1 Dar / ls
0.75 km? Island / pall oo ap 0.85 km? 4.33 km? 662.32 km? 0.06 km? 0.03 km?
27.7191, 49.8259 0.07 km? 28.1701, 48.6371 27.6401, 49.0326 26.0534, 50.5504 25.6252, 50.7769 26.1302, 50.6572
Saudi Arabia / &3geul 26.3075, 50.2322 Saudi Arabia / &isgeudl Saudi Arabia / &isgeull Bahrain / oyl Bahrain / i Bahrain / ol

Saudi Arabia / &gl
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oo The invasion of Kuwait on August 2, 1990 led to the complete desertion
U - a r u O 9J _Q of the islands off the coast. In a matter of days, previous inhabitants were
yl replaced with the Iraqi Army, which utilized the open land and strategic,
¢ : coastal locations for new outposts. Qaruh, a small and previously unin-
N habited island was the first piece of Kuwaiti soil to be liberated—marking
) the beginning of the end to the invasion.
With the exception of a small, historical lighthouse, the island has
Dilmuniah / Ligals Durrat Al Bahrain / East Rubud /ais;.?di JAj Falkland / sillsla remained relatively untouched since its important role in the invasion.
1.42 km? - sl 8y 149 km? i : 0.01 km? The Kuwaiti Army, along with the US Navy, reenacted the emancipation
26.2730. 50.6749 3.32 km? 25 7510. 50.7826 26.1345. 50.6572 of Qaruh in 2011 as a way to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Liberation
Bahrain ,/L')J o] 25.8397. 50.6011 Bahrain ,/OJ ol Bahrain ,/L'HF i Day, a national holiday in Kuwait marking the end of the Gulf War.
Bahrain / ;jupul
l T
Hawar / jlga jja Jidda / 812 Mashtan / yliss Muharraq / §all R R N SN
40.94 km? 0.63 km? 0.02 km? 49.29 km? L ke e
25.6492, 50.7575 26.1925, 50.4050 25.8070, 50.6812 26.2674, 50.6220 \ol - oo U . .
ahrain / ;aull Bahrain / :j~ull Bahrain / :juy~ull Bahrain / | [ PP S IS A\
0.04 km? [ R e
NQ QA4T7AANQ T7T7O7 | S DS U Nt N
£0.01 /4 40./ 1O/ N el \
) / Kuwait / cugsdl N SR £
.0 d l\\
X D N . : .\\
N \ i
! 3 S “‘
Mutarith / yajieall Nabih Saleh / alba auil Noon / ygi North City / alesinll disso : "
0.1 km? 1.12 km? 0.1 km? 9.43 km? ‘
25.7847,50.7093 26.1822, 50.5871 25.7757,50.5977 26.2312, 50.4533 P S T PN R \
ahrain / -l Bahrain / Bahrain / Bahrain / ol G oL T T \
\.\:\ ) /

“ l @9 L5 USiy Jo Ll A3 dslgll ol S okl o

18 41 1990 o QLI & CysSl 958 3
&3Iskly 885 2SL1 LY e sliul @) Bl il bl Ol Jlacal o3 Ll 9522
Nuranna / lilygi Passport Island / 3gaall 6 i Qassar Al Qulay’ah / 28 SO G Spall 8yl 0953 Sl Bunie dsthiiul i (-2 dloLull Ll
2.47 km? 0.78 km? dolall JLas 9531 +LgnY doladl dass Bs Lo - Loy o8 63 dysS ooyl dushd Jsl gladl & dsale
26.25 47, 50.4940 261859, 503212 . 0.15 km? (:LQJI Laygs o j it §J‘*—' bls 61 O—“‘T-.‘:‘—“‘-‘ 6L€ 83329 Sy ‘a_:_‘,e)u IS 8ylie sbiwlys
25.6752,50.8110 Bahrain / ;jpaul Saudi Arabia / Bahrain / 26.1846, 50.6528 T TR 5 = P . . s
Bahrain / ;i sgaudl / oyl Bahrain / sl 5t JLAA L0, 09,5 10,08 Ukl Ay, gyl s8] )36 mys 51 L2

) Gy Al SHs CpsS § i Ll 5 my ey 0
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- Prior to the construction of the King Fahad Causeway in 1986, travel to
and from the island nation of Bahrain was only possible by air or sea. The
causeway connects Saudi Arabia and Bahrain across a twenty-five-ki-

1 1 + i Dalhvain’ + | 7l 4 1i1 241 +1 +
10IICLCT DIIAECT Ballldlll S 11ISU al1d OI1ly 1allC 111K WILLL allOtIET COUILILLY.

3 C) ) ) I o }J ' ) The bridge was a geopolitical success, with implications that allowed the
oed o small island nation to join regional counterparts through more manage-

able transportation. Nevertheless, the two countries still needed to mon-
itor the movement of peoples across their borders, thus the man-made

9

Qit'at Jaradah / 3slja dsha Reef / iy Sheikh Ibrahim Shrine / South Sawad / disgiall slgis Passport Island was created.

0.02 km? 0.75 km? panlpul Auddl olio 7.46 km? o . Ao T . o
26.1838, 50.8974 26.2445, 50.5654 0.002 km? 25.641 6, 50.8004 The isla 1d, Iocated towards tne middie or tnne causeway, 1S undader tne
Bahrain / sl Bahrain / ;aull 26.0505. 50.6321 Bahrain / sl control of both countries—the western half belonging to Saudi Arabia

Bahrain / (sl and the eastern half belonging to Bahrain. To cross the island is to cross
the border from one nation to another, therefore proper documentation
is required, giving the island its name - Passport Island. With the ease of
movement between the two countries, many people have begun to live
in one country and work in the other, often leading to heavy traffic along
the bridge and across the island. This movement of people was worti-
some for some from the more traditional Saudi Arabia when the bridge
first opened, leading to questions of whether or not the new project
would dilute the traditional and the religious ideals of the country due to
the more socially liberal Bahraini climate. However, the project has been
viewed as a success by most, allowing for greater communication and
transportation between Bahrain and its Gulf neighbors.

o,

4« 7 .

Um Annassan / glueill 'oi Um Jileed / salua Pi Um Lama/ Lol pl Um Sabban / Aimuham-

22.06 km? 0.01 km? 0.37 km? madiyah / &seaoll /gluu pi
26.1483, 50.4046 26.0252,50.7213 26.4046, 50.4842 0.21 km?
ahrain / ;yaull Bahrain / :jaull Bahrain / ol 26.1988, 50.4364

Bahrain / :jpaudl O 78 kmz
26.1859, 50.3212

Saudi Arabia / Bahrain /
’ psgall / Gl

Umahzuzza / sjgjaol Umm Jinni / ia el West Rubud / dhjail yaij) Aaliyah / allell

0.51 km? 0.06 km? 0.84 km? 0.85 km?
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Bashiriya / dipudull Diynah / aius Halul / Jolln Ishat / lhlauwdll Shira’aw Island / Um Alfar / jlall .oi Abbasiyah / duu el Abo Zayed / salj gul
0.02 km? 1.31 km? 1.49 km? 0.04 km? ogelpds 6pja 0.05 km? 1.52 km? 0.05 km?
24.9676, 51.6198 24.9557,52.3973 25.6742,52.4108 24.7494, 51.6086 0.19 km? 25.7411, 51.5697 24.3013, 51.6607 24.5041, 54.4500
Qatar/ jha Qatar/ jha Qatar/ jha Qatar/ jha 25.0311, 52.2326 Qatar/ jha UAE / ésaiall aupell caljlodll UAE / é3aiall duyell culjloll
Qatar / jhé
——

inan / ylia Mikyar / jus,ll No Name 1/ 1 a&ald 6pja No Name 2/ 2 duala 5pja Abu Alabyadh// gaudl gil Abu Dhabi / i gil Abulsayayif / caibuull gul ADPC Khalifa Port /

.1 km? 0.37 km? 0.28 km? 0.08 km? 289.13 km? 36 km? 6.83 km? daauls elivo

5.5584, 50.7354 25.5340, 51.5259 25.4463, 51.5379 25.4776, 51.5342 24.19709, 53.7971 24.4105, 54.5513 24.1946, 54.0805 2.26 km?

tar / na Qatar/ jns Qatar / jas Qatar / jna UAE / 63aioll dupell caljloll UAE / 63aiall dupell caljloll UAE / 63aiall dupell cljloll 24.8097, 54.668:

UAE / 8:aiall dujell il Lol

No Name 3/ 3 &ala 6pja Old Palm Tree Island / Palm / Juaill spja Pearl / glgll Akaab / uilesill Aldafin / yasll Alferdous / yugsjall Al Gantur / jghis

0.04 km? dogadll Juaill 0.04 km? 4.65 km? 1.32 km? 0.06 km? 0.02 km? 1.87 km?

25.5435, 51.4909 0.04 km? 25.3396, 51.5338 25.3728, 51.5594 25.5452, 55.5833 24.3803, 53.3800 24.4419, 54.2591 24.1650, 54.0913

Qatar/ jha 25.3051, 51.5275 Qatar / jna Qatar/ jna UAE / é3aiodl dayyell caljloll UAE / 3aiodl aypell caljloll UAE / 33aioll dayjell caljloll UAE / 33aioll dypell culjloll

Qatar/ jha
LN
A .
A\ ]
urple Island / jgall Qetaifan Islands / glaihia Ra’s Rakan / ys, Umi, Safiliya / alalull Algelah / Usll Algurm Resort / p}ll Alhamra / ljoall Alhanyourah / ojguiall

0.17 km? 4.4 km? 0.67 km? 1.19 km? 0.65 km? 0.23 km? 0.2 km? 2.25 km?

25.6931, 51.5495 25.4308, 51.5302 26.1767,51.2199 25.3458, 51.5778 25.5736, 55.5769 24.4208, 54.4063 25.6936, 55.7841 24.7263, 54.6477

Qatar/ jas Qatar/ jha Qatar/ jna Qatar/ jna UAE / 6saiodl dupell culjlo Ll UAE / 3aiodl aypell culjlodll UAE / 33aiodl dypell caljlodll UAE / 33aioll dypell culjloll
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. p ot From the time of Bahrain’s existence as a protectorate of the United
J I d d ca / C) ) \ Kingdom, the island of Jidda was utilized as an offshore prison and site
. of exile. The British administrator of Bahrain, Charles Belgrave, was in
charge of the change in the island’s program. Overtime he would also
become enamored with the island and build a vacation home for himself
there. While the island is now a private residence, its time as a prison left

a notable mark in the international headlines with the ordeal surround-

2

N

ing three political activists known as the “Bahraini Three
Almajaz Amphitheatre

:d:‘ 8e E:T{ZJP" aléasri:nlznshenes fanl glsn;akhrzy m/ palgal !‘SL “Id / zjl?n-lr The Bahraini Three were members of the National Union Committee,
24.6632, 54.5869 24.4786, 54.4794 24.4891, 51.7330 954 Km ] a den}oc aFiC organization in Bahrai B who were arresu:'d 'and i' medi-
UAE / 5aniall duppell il Lot UAE / 8>nioll dusgell il Lol UAE / éxaiall dugell il Lol 25-\53\'%3, 5:>5-~ 786 ) ately imprisoned on Jidda Island during the 1950s. Their imprisonment

: UAE / 83aioll dpyell ciljloll sparked global concern, with international newspapers, such as the Spec-

tator, following the ordeal from their arrival on Jidda to their subsequent
move to St. Helena, a British colonial island known for being the site of
Napoleon’s second exile. The news articles inspired considerable action,

N with a group of British MPs creating a defense fund for the prisoner’s
legal fees. The Bahraini prisoners remained exiled on St. Helena for three
years before receiving St. Helenese passports and being released.

Almamzar Lagoon Island Almarjan / glaell Almaryah / auz0ll Almaya / Llall
/ jjonll 1.82 km? 0.8 km? 0.003 km? L
0.02 km? 25.6774, 55.7461 24.5019, 54.3908 24.4702, 54.2955 )
25.3127,55.3580 UAE / 63aiell @ U,o”."lljl Ul UAE/B\"Tn”al!}gl |"||J||n||| UA:/E'\\'\TAH51!},o||n"||)|nl”

UAE / 53aiall duyell CljLodll

0.63 km?
NN O N 10N
£0. 1949, oU.4U0V
* @ Bahrain / ;jual
Al Noor Island / jqill Alqafi / Lalall Alreem East / aa piull el Alsarayah / Lyl
0.03 km? 3.11 km? 0.25 km? 1.22 km?
25.3341, 55.3844 24.5844,51.7202 24.5058, 54.4313 25.8550, 55.9930
UAE / 6saiall aypell aljlo Ul UAE / 63aiall dupell caljlo Ll UAE / 8saiall dujell caljlo Ll UAE / 8saiall @yl caljlo Ll
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y The center of dispute between Qatar and Bahrain since 1936, this archi-
aW¢a r pelago first surveyed in 1820, led to the first conflict between two Arab
nations being resolved in the International Court of Justice. For years the
| . sovereignty of the islands were debated between the two countries, each
J | C) 3 J ' 3 claiming their own proprietorship . In 2001, despite their proximity to
- . Qatar, Hawar and its surrounding islands were awarded to Bahrain, with
an equal amount of the nearby islands put under the control of Qatar.
Arryam / plyl Artifical Island 1/ Artifical Island 2 / Arzanah / ailjjc Following the settlement of the issue, the islands have played an im-
54.75km? 1 ducliva 5pja 2 ducliva dpja 2.9 km? portant role in the advancement of natural and wildlife preservation in
24.3075. 54.2316 04“6 km? - 00“8 km?2 - 24.7883. 52.5599 Bahrain, in addl[i 11 10 bei g deVeiU Cd for bvaCh resorts in stra LCgiC
UAE /6_\,31,« ol épell Lo Ll 24.4433. 54.2241 24 4069. 54.2969 UAE /5 . | éugpell Lol locations. The importance of the natural habitats on the islands led to
UAE /5 T | awyell Sllodl UAE /6;: ol dupell Lol Bahrain submitting an application, though unsuccessful, for the archi-
) pelago to gain status as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.
MPha”
Beach Palace of Sheikh
ahrani / il Balghelam / pely . Blue Waters Island /
? Mohammed Bin Rashed ] ..
8.27 km? 3.49 km? Al Maktoum / i pad uupigols Spja
24.3827,54.2299 24.5677,54.5530 ol sl - o pad 0.31 km?
UAE / 8aaioll dupell calyloll UAE / 83ai0ll dujell Clylodll 89‘5‘]004 K;“"’U‘- p—— 25.0794, 55.1213
25 1052, 55.1588 UAE / é3aioll aypell culjlo Ll ®
. ,55. )
UAE / 8530l el cil Lol 40.94 km?
N AOQND N 77
20.0492, 0U.7/0/9
( Bahrain / -l
Bu Ka’l / JeS ou Burj Alarab / wiell ap Bu Tinah / dishgs Buwairiyat / culipags
2.58 km? 0.02 km? 0.09 km? 0.17 km?2
24.2369, 54.1061 25.1411, 55.1852 24.6283, 53.0524 24.3688, 54.2808 \
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k " Qetaifan (Lusail) Island is currently under construction right off of the
eta I a r] coast of Lusail City. The newly designed project intends to be home to a
primary World Cup stadium and subsequent venues. It is connected to

@

. . ™ land by multiple bridges and is envisioned to become the site of a new
T U e i aYe group of luxury suburbs.

However, this man-made island has sparked controversy amongst inter-

national human rights groups for the methods used in the construction
Khasbat Alreem / Khirdal / Jlsjall Khubairah / s La Mer / ju0 Ul of the new World Cup stadium anq city. Numerous advocates. have de-
ol Cua 0.45 km? 0.41 km? B 0.001 km? manded that the World Cup move its 2022 tournament to a different loca-
2.42 km? 24.4363, 51,5447 24.1383,54.0225 25.2302, 55.2552 tion. The idea s to put pressure on the government to change its human
24.1291, 53.2708 UAE / 3aiall dugell il Lol UAE / é3aiall dugell il Lol UAE / 6aaioll dupell il Lol rights practices. Despite this international pressure, the construction and

sale of developments in both the city and on the island have continued,
with a promise from the government to take better control of the labor
system throughout the country.
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It was during 1962 that the Emirate of Abu Dhabi began to export crude
D a S / L}L] | 3 oil to the world through the facilities set up on Das Island. The island

plays a strategic role in the processing, storage, and exportation of oil
and gas produced nearby, housing massive infrastructure not only for oi
production, but shipping as well. Over 3,000 of the employees who work
on the island also live there, though these employees are entirely male,
as no women are allowed to live on the island.

Ty

s
\

Mu’taratha / &ajisall Nareel / Juli Nujoom Islands / pgai Nurai / sl

Sheikh Shakhbout’s court-appointed English poet, Roderic F. Owen,

0.14 km? 0.27 km? 2.05 km? 0.43 km? authored the beginnings of this infrastructure. Owen, who was stationed
24.6861, 54.6194 24.4530, 54.3227 25.5047, 55.5235 24.6161, 54.4769 at Das Island as part of the RAF (the British Royal Air Force), pushed
UAE / 8saill ayjell cilLol UAE / 8ol el cilLol UAE / 3ol el ilLoll UAE / 83l el il Lol to rename the Pergian Guifias the "Arabian Gylf” in his book, The

Golden Bubble.
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Qassar Khunoon / Qisar Bu Sheera / Ramhan |/ glao) Ras Alghurab / ulgsll yul) Talee’a / denlln Um Alhatab / uihall ‘oi Um Alkharkam / esjall ol Um Ame’em / paoc ol
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{ From 1864 to 1869, Jazirat al Maglab, or “Telegraph Island,” was an active

T(B es; ra p h / telegraph outpost, crucial for communication between India and Britain

Maglab become infamous for the hardships endured by the officers as-

™ signed to the new station, giving way to the short lifespan of the island’s
L [aVe role as an outpost. The harsh summer weather, coupled with the extreme
. isolation of the outpost, took a heavy toll on the British personnel.

It is from this that we owe the expression “going around the bend,” as

Zirku / ¢5); Abu Sir / yuu ol Al Daymaniyat / Zibilogsll Al Fahl / Jaall to reach the island, hidden between the rocky fjords off the Musandam
8.79 km? 0.34 km? ’ 0.8 km? . 0.01 km? coast, one would be forced to go around the bend of the Strait of Hormuz
24.8783, 53.0749 26.3802, 56.4163 23.8551, 58.08794 23.6809, 58.5013 and contirue onwards. For those given a post “around the bend,” the fea
UAE / 63aiall dugell CiljLo Ll Oman / oloc Oman / olac oman / olac of losing one’s sanity was quite real. While visiting the island does not

require such isolation today, the harsh conditions of the summer and
difficult location within the fjords remain, leaving the island relatively
untouched since its once important role in history.
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a free trade zone after Kish proved to be a success. Although, unlike its
counterpart, Qeshm has retained a }ww traditional way of life. Inhabi-

tants of the island have a distinct dress, wearing bright, colorful clothing
that fits loosely and is sometimes paired with a colorful facemask, similar
to that of the nigab.

o e An island even larger than the country of Bahrain, Qeshm, the largest is-
eS ] l I l ) ro_j JJ.Q land in the Gulf, is one of Iran’s main free trade zones. The island became

A

While it was intended to become a major business destination, Qeshm
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Oman/ olac Oman/ oloc Oman / olac Oman/ oloc Rather, Qeshm has become well known for i'ts traditiopal villages and
rich landscape, such as the extraordinary cliffs found in the Valley of the
Fallen Star.
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*
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0.21 km? 1.46 km? 0.56 km? 35% km?

27.8657, 51.4461 30.2383, 49.0443 28.9964, 50.8415 27.9974, 51.3287
Iran / ylpl Iran/ iyl Iran /ol Iran/ ulyl

A

mmolkorm / oSl ,oi Qabr-e Nakhoda / Isali pa Qeshm / puus Shidvar / jgswi
0.17 km? 3.9 km? 1816.09 km? 1.13 km?
27.8228,51.4713 30.3427, 48.9241 26.8202, 55.9127 26.7925, 53.4102
Iran / gl Iran/ iyl Iran/ yly Iran/ ulyl

166 Between East & West: A Gulf ahn noog oyl all 167




Island Descriptions

Kuwait
Auheh

Boubyan

Boubyan was converted into a
military facility in 1991 and has
remained so since.

Failaka

Failaka island was a part of the
Dilmun civilization that existed in
the region during the 3rd millennium
BC and was later reincarnated

as “lkaros,” a decision made by
Alexander the Great during his
travels through the region.

Green Island

Part of the Kuwait Waterfront Project
designed and completed by Sasaki
Associates, Ghazi Sultan, & KEO in
1988, Green Island is Kuwait’s first
manmade island.

Kubbar

The island is surrounded by coral
reefs which are monitored by

the Kuwait Diving Team and the
international Coral Watch program. It
is often frequented by locals visiting
the island for a beach getaway or
weekend vacation.

Miskan
Miskan is home to a lighthouse
installed in 1918 by the British.

Qaruh

This island was the first piece of
Kuwaiti soil liberated from Iraq
during the Gulf War in 1991.

Shuwaikh
Shuwaikh Island has become
Kuwait’s main commercial port.

Umm al Maradim

This was the second parcel of land
liberated from Iraq during the first
Gulf War.

Umm an Namil

Warbah
This island marks the northern most
point of Kuwait.

Saudi Arabia

Abu Ali

Situated adjacent to Al Batinah, Abu
Ali was severely affected by the
release of oil into the Gulf during the
1991 Gulf War. It is home to a wide
variety of bird species.

Al Batinah

Batinah is located adjacent to Abu
Ali and was greatly affected by the
environmental warfare of the 1991
Gulf War that resulted in the release
of large amounts of oil into the Gulf.

Al Heeza

Alhuwaylat

Althumairi

Al-’Arabiya

A former center of dispute between
Saudi Arabia & Iran, this island was

officially awarded to Saudi Arabia
in agreement signed by the two
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countries in 1968.

Coral

This is a manmade island off the
coast of Dammam that has family
oriented, outdoor activities and
landscaping. It is accessible by
bridge, though ferries run between
the island and the mainland as well.

Du’aynah

Gurmah

Gurmah is home to a breed of rare
drawf black mangroves, making

it a particularly important site for
environmental preservation during
the 1991 Gulf War when many of
the valves, at an oil terminal near
Kuwait, were opened by Iraqi forces
to release the oil into the Gulf.

Hadhaba
Halat Za’al

Harqous

Harqous is an important asset in
Saudi Arabia’s focus on natural
wildlife as it is home to a variety of
sea bird and turtle species.

Haylmiya

Huwaysat

The sovereignty of Huwaysat was

a source of contention between

the UAE & Saudi Arabia until it was
decided in 1993 with the signing of
a treaty recognizing Saudia Arabia’s
ownership of the island.

Jinna

Judhaym
A large bird population exists on
the island.

Juraid

This teardrop shaped island off

the coast of Jubail is a haven for
hundreds of species of fish, turtles,
and other marine creatures. Itis a
popular diving site and is known for
its diverse marine life.

Karan
Karan is the largest offshore coral
cay island in Saudi Arabia.

Khobar Water Tower Island
This is a manmade peninsula that
holds the Al Khobar water tower.

Maqta’a
Muslamiya
North Bayna

Qannah

This island is scarcely inhabited, with
a small fort and round tower erected

towards the East of the island, and a

very small village closer to the North.

Qraiyn
South Bayna

Tarout / Dareen

The island was formerly part of
the Dilmun civilization, is home to
Tarout Castle which dates back to
1515, as well as the site of many

archaeological finds such as the solid
gold statue of the ancient goddess
Ashtaroot and pottery believed to be
dated around 4500 BC.

Unaibar

Zakhnuniya

Bahrain
Abu Amira

Ajirah Island

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Al Hajiyat

These three islands are part of
the Hawar archipelago that was
awarded to Bahrain by the ICJ
in 2001.

Aljadoom

Al Wukar

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Amwaj

This group of manmade, mixed-use
islands are the largest in Bahrain
and the first place to offer 100%
freehold land ownership to
expatriates living in the country.

Bahrain

Bahrain island is the home to the
country’s capital and is the largest
island in the archipelago that
comprises the country of Bahrain.
The island has been occupied for
over 5,000 years and served as one
of the central locations of the Dilmun
civilization.

Bi Sadad islands

These islands are part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Dar

Dar island is home to a hotel resort
and is frequented by visitors for its
beaches and water activities.

Dilmuniah

A development based on creating a

space for a holistic, healthy lifestyle
-- “the modern Garden of Eden.”

Durrat Al Bahrain

Jointly owned by the Kingdom

of Bahrain’s Government and
Kuwait Finance House [KFH], this
development will be a luxury mixed
use project spanning 14 manmade
islands.

East Rubud

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Falkland

Known as the Falkland Island by
local fisherman and the coast guard
after it was refered to as such by
local Birtish officials during the
British protectorate period.

Hawar
The center of dispute between

Qatar and Bahrain since 1936, this
archipelago, first surveyed in 1820,
led to the first dispute between two
Arab nations being resolved in the

International Court of Justice.

Jidda

The island served as Bahrain’s
main prison during its time as a
British protectorate. Jidda drew
international attention for the
incarceration of the “Bahraini Three’
on the island.

Mashtan

From the islands comprising the
Hawar archipelago, Mashtan is the
closest to Bahrain Island. Though it
was not a part of the ICJ settlement
determining the status of the Hawar
islands, Bahrain has included it in
their World Heritage Site application
for the islands.

Muharraq

Muharraq was originally referred
to as “Arados”, the Greek name
given to the island during the time
of Alexander the Great. The island
served as the the capital of the
country until it was replaced by
Manama in 1932.

Mutarith

Nabih Saleh

Nabih Saleh has freshwater springs
that are used to irrigate date palm
groves on the island.

Noon

North City

This island marks the beginning

of Bahrain’s implementation of
affordable housing for needy citizens
throughout the country, with an
expected goal of approx. 2,000 units
to be located on the island.

North Sawad

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Nuranna

Nuranna is a mixed use land
development project that would
provide the majority of land for
housing.

Passport Island

Passport island is home to the
border station between Saudi Arabia
and Bahrain located along the King
Fahad Causeway that connects the
two countries. The causeway is the
only land link that Bahrain has with
any other country.

Qassar Al Qulay’ah

Qit’at Jaradah

Though not part of the Hawar islands,

it was a part of the ICJ settlements
in 2001. It caused setbacks as it
was unclear whether or not it met
the requirements to be considered
an island.

Reef

Reef is an artificial island created for
luxury residential and commercial
projects.

Sheikh Ibrahim Shrine

Shrine to Sheikh Ibrahim Almathhaji
who had led an army of 6000
soldiers against the forces of
Abdullah bin Ziyad in Mosul (66 Hijri
/686 AD), Iraq in retaliation for the
death of the grandson of the prophet
Mohammed: Hussein.

South Sawad

Part of the Hawar Islands, this island
is home to more than 10% of the
world’s population of the threatened
Socotra cormorant bird.

Um Annassan

This island was the private property
of King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa &
was the site of his personal game
reserve.

Um Jileed
Um Lama

Um Sabban / Aimuhammadiyah
This island was given as a gift to Max
Thornburg, vice president of CALTEX
oil company, to use for his private
home and office during the 1930s.

Umahzuzza

Umm Jinni

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

West Rubud

The island is a part of the Hawar
archipelago that was awarded to
Bahrain by the ICJ in 2001.

Qatar

Aaliyah

Abu Fleetah
Abu Matar
Al Ka'ud

Banana
Man made luxury resort island off
the coast of Qatar.

Bashiriya

Diynah
This island has the widest
distribution of corals in Qatar.

Halul

First frequented by pearling boats
and fisherman seeking shelter in
the early 1900s, it has come to

be a loading terminal for crude
production from nearby offshore
oil fields, as well as one of the main
bases for the Qatari Navy.

Ishat
Three flat-topped islets make up this
island bordered by cliffs.

Jinan

This island was a part of the 60+ year
dispute between Qatar & Bahrain
over the Hawar & surrounding
islands. It was awarded to Qatar with
the conclusion of the case at the ICJ
in 2001.

Mikyar

Between East & West: A Gulf

adll SIS Sy gy il
JI5 (iiSeSg alall Sull golsatul
gt

sjgjaal

. iz pl

Sl Gl jlga jja (o Spjall 0dm pied
Sl algs ésluuy ddgadl Jaell doSan
2001 ple 6 lgule

‘ aigall yai

Sl Gl lga jja (o Spjall 0im pied
Sl algs ésluuy ddgadl Jaell dosasn
2001 ple 6 lgule

"

Lgis) o B30 el 513 23
Lgiblgiy dagyes

ila gl
sho gif
sgasll

djgo
e dllao @aa gaiiol dicliun dpjn
s Jslgus

gl
LITERY

dcgoao e (soind LG.ILI Spjall odm juoii
dlgs 0 duibypell el o Q.cg.u.o

oo
‘T,‘Jlgﬁ assyi ugpell gpall Jilgl o
lias yiall 030 e (sl 31301
ahno Cujbia gl dud Lo Slg «(sglo e
o 83l plall haill culaiiol Jroai
iei lgil Las aupall gl haill Joas
agpull calgall aniyll selgall (o 8xalg

hlauwdll
aabhue jjn Gidli o dpjall odm ygSii
alpsaied! laad

olia

joladi 8yial elji Jao dpjall odm uils
Jloa jj2 Gle gl 4ad gy Lole ygiun
Jaell @asao cuydl @i g1 ahynall jiallg
ol il sl 2001 ple a dglgall
Apasll gulclg spjall

Jusoll
1 &ald spja

Lol 8pjall 0dm le §llny @l ail ag,
ailsioly cjall 0ls whloglas Lgic alis plg
aliaio lgif dygall jguall JU5 o s o
lg1g «dlgalo g > Gubb e duulilly
Waling dsalg Ixauisg wilesns doyl
Auah deulhn

2 aalh 8 8uja
l.o_m\op):dlomulc@lhra]m\f;q
ailsol ¢poll ylo wilogleo lgic aliy plg
dliais Le.u\ agall jguall JUa o (sp ol
lg1g dlgalo og s Gub G dullly
Bpguall Silall o Jué sac

3 aald s 8uja
l.o_m\op):dlomulc@lhra]m\f;q
ailsol ¢poll ylo wilogleo lgic aliy elg
dliais Le.u\ agall jguall JUa o (sp ul
dgnlo ;mg s G (e dullly

&m_ugramau.uho%a;a lgile pliog
aouhll olaliog

. olisha

Gl 8pin cpdl o olidiee dpja sei
Judyl 0ot Gl il G e eyl
lgiopl Lill diguill Gous lgil péjg lgn
13 gag issa Gill ddgadl L_JA_ﬂ| doSao
Guhi o LQ_IAJDA.QUJ)JJ”U‘_ULJ‘Q:\
gl Gellell calill dails

Gpell
fou\UJl,\JJaJJlunkgpallqalSpu.u
ailon (sl iligdl e dll gmg < ugalyl”
ails mg sl aisaudll sge o spjall

i s sl daunle L 8jjall ode

1932 ple 8 aoliolly Lgllayiwl

sinall
alba auill
olradl gully Gle allia api spjn (sgind

Jaill il Sy esaiud Gill dsell
Sppll o

ugi

arllosiull digso

g Gl gUhil dhdi oppﬂ oim
iblgoll dgaen JI&_LLIL! Sl uaii
elail gon 0 sgaaell Jasdl (593 (o
6339 2000 g cliil casgiuig sl
) il e

) EILabl slga

Sl Gl lga jja (o Spjall 03m pied
Sl algs ésluuy ddgadl Jaell dosan
2001 ple 6 lgule

Lilygi
wS)le yohai copiio e 8l liligi 81ja
yogu Sy Calolbsaiwdl sseio

oSaul] a2l

sgaall spja

o dbalall ddhiell Lo sgaall dpja
Gle dvalglly il dysgeull sgsa

s b sl sga clloll s Job
gl sl gyl g )_u.n:J| 2219 sl
BEUNTIC FITENT

deulall jlad

. 8slpn dahd
Ol lgn jjn oo lejn Gl Lgil oy
ple o ddgall Jxell dasao ciliguui
0 b CUilS sdg lgileuds a8 2001

audlgll o 5y @l s calealyill gasy
Qag calidhio cuagiwl a8 cuils 13 Lo
.aosc o Spjall

ay

2 oo call pja
Splall ayylailly duisull gylivel]

panlpl é.u::ﬂ plio

omg el fum[u\ e_uuﬂ plao opjn
EINEY 6000 yoSo Lina i sl sdlall
66) Jragoll 6 sbj o alll suc Cilgd sua
call Jidal Lolaiil §lpell (068670

ogLisl o duclia 6,

dhaodall slgah
sisil lago g lgs jja o 2o pisig
sxgall (shanull Glall join opo 107 (o
ualaillly

Olausaill ol

dial &nld &slo e 6jluc dpjall odmg
lail Los @aya JT e o4 200 cllall

PTEWY
lA.IPI

snall [l pl
(&gl puslal diags spjall oim Cinio

agiginil

il

Zi;éai 9.!i

) Spac

ugal Gilljlga jja o bpjall odm piei
ol algs 83l gl Jaell dasas
.2001 ple oo lgue

Glaall

sy d.u:ﬂ oo cja Sl Jle odm piei
algall Jsell dasao Caal il jlga
.2001 ple ;o lgale cpaull algs 8l

poslall

) 19351

ugal Gilljlga jja o bpjall odm piei
ol algs 83l gl Jaell dasan
-2001 ple 4 lgule

_|g.oi

dsaeio cuclvall jjall ol piei
opdldgs o jjall 15l Slolsaiull
aioi Gill gSlalll g o slsuall Jinig
q;.iLo S a gy sl Guaalgll
100% éuus 8o

) PSS
w5l mg sl danale o cpadl 64
algs aio callii (g3l Jus, Ul Lo 8pjn
0im ugals 8jlan Caslu ség .yl
Jiod c1ilSg ole 5000 e s Lol il
ljuas]l el o gdlgall rc;.m| sal

. slau of

ol A o 52 o il o5 i
Sl ags 83l @ulgadl Jsell dosSae
2001 ple 55 lgale

} s

@siall gaiiol ladgo jlsll j3 pisi
lgiblguiy glioimlll jlgil laslipg
g1 839300l diiloll dnsiilllg

Ligals
oo sghill i “dpsall gac daps”
o200 8l gl @l dliil jghio

ol
ouadl 8y

aignll dogSall adusall oim cllioug
asslo gag [elin] Sugsdl hgedll cuug

lgao sylaall pohill yogs aguig (&S yiiiso
14 e d332io Calolsaiul g3 ch}uu:)
auclun suja

. il Gz
ugal il lga jja o dpjall 0dm pied
Sl dlgs bslyay aglgall sell dasao
2001 ple  lgale

ailsla
4839 bl Gusluall lgdyes pjs o
foLn Ol a2y 5illsga & O)Jp s Jg\gud\

Ll leuSJ.o Jaiy quLIa_U.AI dloall

Jlea jja

Joll asuino o (53l ¢ Juudy Il 3 puiey
Has o elidl jgao 1820ro|.cuncy::
Jol ey 6)_”9 1986 ple 3io uaully
elol Glage ailes G aliguud @iy calla
.ingAIJ,\pJI&m

83

il gl lies spjall odm Cuils
Ailbapll diloall 8,8 JUS Gl o
Sl Gloall ploim il 635 Cial lgigs (yog
Spjall Gle “uiyay G s

ple 8 sl u aedgall aslailll
) 1968

obagell

Plgw Sle dllno duclun dpjn g
il lilsog «dulile dgag pielig ploal
oo il dagl b i i

o< gl Joungll Saug duaudall aliall
o Cljbell dnulgy Lcu|g G Gupbo
Auubdlg dpjall

digesall

) aoyall
ol o dlibul hago o dojall spjn
dgag lglen loo Byl clsguull Cagyeioll
o 1 il ole blanl ol dol
lgall olid se1ll3g 19971 ole qulall
Shgsll haill tiloloun aiay dudlyell
e.d:\_H olwo &0 haill Cuygpndl

dim
Jej s

yagip

dsgeull jiall (o yogdps bujn piei
libgo lgif Las dypll lgiemhl T dolgll
Joaall citlib o dcgiio dcgonal
candlullg dyyaull

Galggll

Cibaggall

lj3ua0 cibaygall spjn Jied cuils

asgeudl dupell asloadl u callall

@i ol Gl 8aaiall duyell culjlodll dlgsg
6smleo giagig Q_ugA:J\ caladall

algs lgingay ._U.n| Sillg 1998 ple

Byl Sle disgoudl 3l ol

la

Jodhll o il A.\.CO}J):\J'L)S.LAJ

syl

daosll JSub 35l Lill pjall odm piieiy
cliad 131ko Juadl Jalgu e Jlaig
Culidlslly cean tuullg loandl o é|9.|ﬂ\
uagell @ dagiao oo g s dll @l
LEJS.uJ\ g9l ayal sluall jagig

(0hs) ulys

ayilayedl ciledudl jja )_IS' sal ulylsdl Jiay
dyell dsloall o ma.cn.m]l agpdl
&gl

sl oo g
il oo ap puAi duclivn bpjn aph o

ghiiall

allaiall gl

Cun Spjall oda gl (hdy Lo 1jslig
I SHls Hg peio (pas e sgind
Spun dyd lgug pjnll G ps ailini]
Josiall o sl

(0138) oS

Cag)li

«wgols 8jlAn o leja lilw spjall cuils
Lgayli sgey illg cug)li delal (ago o
o spell ledgo Jiodg « 1515()&:&\
il JUed Jio ayddll culaliuis i
Silodllgg areviv QAE!A.DJI aglill yallall
4500 ple Sl sgei lgil sdiey Sill dylaall
ikall s

Cugsdl
dmge

N olugy

dySanc 8liuio Sl ulugs 8pja Jigai pd
o Jall b e cudig (19971 ple
Syl el

o
Ugals 8)ban (o leja ISlua pja Cuils
Sl callil Juls adhioll ciass Sl
3dSall laadl lgyle @llo\ i osdlioll Jud
el dahioll o a.uJ:J JUs psdll
gyl

elpasll spja

dyndll dgaloll gpino (o cj pisi mg
olSpiig SSbubw as i Cuold (sl Cugsll
l_,_|_|95J| Jusigell iiseg wollalu (sjle
wigig ojlailg Losouniy 1988 ol 0
&0 duclun dpjn LJg\ oo clpaall Spjall
ugsdl

Cun s pjall il pell Cilesidl hyaig
aoliplly gl Gagell Gip0 pgdy
yilapell edill dlls sunyl Sloall
oatlaadl Ylsaull 0géy Lo 1isg Lgizylioy
aiblidl cudhelly ELLa_uu_LU Spjall OJLI}J
&g_u.u_m Qlgi dllnc g\

ulSue
pla Sill 5)liedl gégo o ulSute
918 ple lgusyiy iyl

ogld

quﬂo.nng\ &0 opjall odm uils sag
LA o Lo ey duiygsll u—‘ﬂlJm
1991 ple aulall gy JuUls el gjell

augall
Sl clisoll Aguall spjn Canual
oSl o iyl

p3lpall ol

aigsll pal Il o dohhg il uils s
Salell gjell &ais o i pi il
Slodll adall s J.Il:\

Jaill ol
g

Jleuiull aasl l 8jall o3m géig
oSl

sgeuudl

k_.J.cg.li

\_UJLI mg R QAJLLA.HU.LCQ_H opp
lolio (56 balll Capui sy &3y

)Jmumg 1991 ple aulall s JUls
Ljadlall é\g.l\ o 6puS deganel libgo
sjagll

aiblll
Ul;gJ|opp(:3hJQdaLd|oppu|LAS
QJJJJJ'\_I)JJ'&_MJAM)JJSJSJMJL_I)JLIA.GQ
L_l}.ﬂ.u.ll Slg 19971 ple aulall cups JUls
0 haill o dorus LiliaS Cipd ye

a.d;.H olwo
Citligall
Spaill

; dyyell

(ol lgule gjlito daknio puini 0

Wlplg @&sgeudl dupell aSlooll
o) Spjall odm duslo sliu] @i 34
e <y asgeull daupell dslaall LI

169



No Name 1

While it has no name or information,
from aerial images one can see

itis connected to land by bridge,
inhabited, and has four complexes
on it, with at least one mosque, and
lush landscaping.

No Name 2

While it has no name or information,
from aerial images one can see it

is connected to land by bridge and
inhabited with a few small buildings
onit.

No Name 3

While it has no name or information,
from aerial images one can see

itis connected to land by bridge,
inhabited, and appears to have a
very large complex of buildings on it,
with well kept landscape.

Old Palm Tree Island

This small island, 10 minutes from
the coast by boat, was once the
home to small, family entertainment
venues and restaurants. Itis

now uninhabited and its former
structures demolished.

Palm

Pearl

The Pearl-Qatar in Doha, Qatar, is
an artificial island spanning nearly
four million square metres. It is the
first land in Qatar to be available

for freehold ownership by foreign
nationals. As of January 2015, there
are 12,000 residents.

Purple Island

Occupied throughout the Barbar,
Kassite, & Sasanian Periods, Purple
Island has become a great source of
archaeological artifacts dating back
to the second millennium BC. The
name Purple Island comes from its
past as the site of operation for the
purple-dye industry controlled by the
Kassites.

Qetaifan Islands

Qetaifan Islands are currently under
construction immediately off the
coast of Lusail City, connected to
land by multiple bridges, and is
projected to become home to a
new museum, convention center, &
five-star hotel.

Ra’s Rakan
Jazirat Ra’s Rakan is aisland and is
located in Madinat ash Shamal, Qatar

Safiliya

Safliya is a small, uninhabited island
that is popular for day trips and
swimming off the coast of Qatar.

Shira’aw Island
Fringed by a coral reef, this island is
a haven for seabirds and sea turtles.

Um Alfar

United Arab
Emirates

Abbasiyah
Abo Zayed

Abu Alabyadh

Abu Alabyadh, one of the largest
islands in the UAE, was previously
amain base for pearl diving, later
becoming a part of the Marawah
Marine Protected Area in efforts to
preserve the rich diversity of wildlife
and habitats existing there.
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Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi is the name of the main
island of Abu Dhabi city which is the
largest city in Abu Dhabi emirate
which in turn is the largest emirate
of the UAE.

Abulsayayif

ADPC Khalifa Port

Located on a reclaimed land
right off the coast of Taweelah,
the ADPC Khalifa Port is the first
semi-automated container port in
the region.

Akaab

This small island has been the
source for a vast array of archaeo-
logical finds indicating that it was the
site of a large Neolithic settlement
dating back to 4700-3600 BC.

Aldafin

Alferdous

Al Gantur

Algelah

Algurm Resort

Algurm is a luxury residential
development off the coast of Abu
Dhabi.

Alhamra

This is a luxury residential
development that, when completed,
will be a part of AlHamra Village.
Alhanyourah

Alheel

Aljaraf Fisheries

This island is home to the first
shrimp producing farm in the UAE.
Almahayim

Almajaz Amphitheatre Island

Al Majaz island is the location of Al
Majaz amphitheater, the first of 24

heritage projects announced in 2014.

Almarjan

This manmade archipelago consists
of, Breeze Island, Treasure Island,
Dream Island, & View Island,
together making Al Marjan. It has
become a major tourist destination
in the UAE since its opening in 2013.

Almaryah

Formerly known as Sowwah Island,
this island had its name changed in
2012, to that of Al Maryah, after a
famous oasis in Liwa known for its
deer. It is a mixed use development
that is intended to become Abu
Dhabi’s new Central Business
District.

Almaya

Al Noor Island

Algafi

Alreem East

Alsarayah

This island is a mixed use tourist
development off the coast of Ras Al
Khaimah.

Alsayed Alhashimi

Alsemaliyah

Samaliya is a protected marine and
coastal sanctuary known for hosting

a wide array of cultural heritage
activities.

Al Sinniyah

The largest island in Um Al Quwain,
this island is known for its diverse
wildlife species, specifically the
Socotra Cormorant that has its third
largest colony here.

Althumairiya

Arryam

Formerly known as Bu Kushaishah,
the island is privately owned

and known for both its gazelles

and marine life. In recent years,
discoveries of pottery dating back to
the Ubaid civilization has been found
on the island.

Artifical Island 1
Artificial Island 2

Arzanah

This has been one of the locations of
ZADCO, an oil production subsidiary
of Abu Dhabi National Oil Company,
since 1994.

Bahrani

One of the more accessible large
islands of Abu Dhabi, Bahraini is
popular for day excursions and
outdoor activities

Balghelam

Balghelam has been the site of
multiple archaeological finds
including but not limited to early
examples of hearths, graveyards,
& wells.

Beach Palace of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed Al
Maktoum

Blue Waters Island

This is @a mixed use development that
will be built on reclaimed land off the
coast of Dubai. Once completed, it
will be home to the Dubai Eye, the
world’s largest ferris wheel at 210

m tall.

Bu Ka’'l

Burj Alarab

The manmade island was
constructed to be the location of the
Burj Alarab hotel, the luxury hotel
that has come to serve as one of the
icons of Dubai.

Bu Tinah

This UNESCO designated marine
biosphere reserve was a finalist in
the campaign for the New Seven
Wonders of Nature. Known for

its abundant wildlife and lush
landscape, access is restricted

in efforts to preserve the natural
conditions on the island.

Buwairiyat

Container Terminal 4
This island is a part of the Jebel Ali
Free Zone in Dubai.

Dabbiya Oil Field

Dabbiya oil field is an artificial island
located along the coast of Abu Dhabi
belonging to Abu Dhabi Company
for Onshore Petroleum Operations
(ADCO). It was constructed to
facilitate drilling wells in the area.

Dalma
Dalma island consists of over 20
archaeological sites, some of which

have been the source of items
including a 7,000 year old limestone
mortar and three mosques dating
back to the beginning of the century.

Dana

Das

Das island is a strategic exporter of
crude oil and liquified natural gas,
having been one of the key islands
involved in Abu Dhabi’s oil business
since 1954. It is the site of Abu Dhabi
Gas Liquefaction Company’s main
operations and is home to more than
3,000 of their male employees.

Deglat

Deira

Originally intended to be a part

of the Palm islands, construction

on manmade Deira was put on

hold until its reintroduction as an
independent project. Developments
on the island have begun, with a
bridge linking Deira to other islands
already underway.

Deira Palm Parcel

Dolphin Island
This is an artificial island located
near Al-Reem island.

Dubai Marina

Planned by HOK Canada in
collaboration with Emaar Properties,
the Dubai Marina is an artificial
canal community on the coast of the
city. Itis claimed to be the world’s
largest manmade marina upon its
completion.

Dubai Water Canal Peninsula
This project is currently under
construction and when completed
will provide the city of Dubai with a
three-kilometer long canal that runs
from the sea through Business Bay
to Jumeriah.

Dubai Waterfront

Dubawi

Part of the Palm Jumeirah
development, this island is proposed
to be a sustainable luxury resort.

Emirates Heritage Club

Eco Island

This island is a part of the plan for
Saadiyat Islands to incorporate
eco-tourism.

Eqraiwah
This island has been the site of bird
studies during the 1990s.

Fahid
Itis part of the Sheikh Khalifa
Highway adjacent to Yas Island.

Falah Bin Zayed

Fisht Ghamees
Fiyay

Flag Island

Originally named Al Jazeera, the
park opened in 1979 and covered
the island across from Sharjah
Central Market.. At its reopening ,the
island had the world’s 7th tallest
flagpole, giving way to its new name.

Furaydat

Futaisi
The island was previously home to

an ecotourism resort and a wildlife
sanctuary.

Gasha

This island is a part of Abu Dhabi’s
uninhabited Discovery Islands, a
protected area known for its dolphin
feeding grounds, turtles, and
abundance of other wildlife.

Ghagah
Ghanada
Ghlaa
Hayl

Hodariyat

Abu Dhabi’s largest bridge ever, 6
lane Hodariyat Bridge, has just been
completed, connecting Hodariyat
island to Abu Dhabi’s western
coastline. The island is part of the
Abu Dhabi Urban Planning Council’s
2030 plan to create more Emirati
housing.

Humer
Ish

Janana

Jananah is one of the main islands in
the UAE that dugong frequent on a
regular basis.

Jubail

This island is essentially uninhabited
minus the stretch of land to the

west of the island that the Sheikh
Khalifa Highway spans & a few small
buildings along the coast.

Julaia

Jumana

Jumana is a manmade island off the
coast of Dubai that will be home to a
luxury mixed use development.

Khan

Khasbat Alreem
Khirdal
Khubairah

La Mer

This manmade island, when
completed, will be the site of a new
mixed use luxury development.

Labzum

Land Extension of the Compound
of Sheikh Mansour Bin Zayed Al
Nahyan

Logo

Logo island is a private island in the
manmade Palm Island archipelago
that is home to a royal villa, multiple
guest villas, and a private beach.

Lulu

Lulu island is a manmade island off
the coast of Abu Dhabi created for
large scale development, but was
closed shortly after its opening in
2007. Many beachgoers still visit the
island, though it is only accessible
by private boat and not officially a
public destination.

Makasib

Though the island belongs to the
UAE, Saudi Arabia has been granted
permission to construct as they
please.
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Mamzar
Marina

Marooh

Marooh island is the location of a
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, as
well the site of numerous archaeo-
logical finds dating back to the 16th
century. Multiple natural habitats for
local wild and marine life, including
the world’s second largest popula-
tion of dugong, call this island home.

Mina Alarab
This island, once completed, will
be the site of a mixed use luxury
development.

Mubarraz
Muhmaylah
Mushayrib
Mu’taratha

Nareel

This island will be home to a new,
master-planned neighborhood for
Emiratis on the water.

Nujoom Islands

The cluster of natural islands off

the coast of Sharjah that make up
Nujoom Islands were the location

of a new master plan for multiple
neighborhoods in the city.The project
has been put on hold and the island
remains uninhabited.

Nurai

Nurai is a private luxury resort
community that was developed to
give customers access to large plots
of land for private, residential villas
along the waterfront.

Onshore Location Rig no. 31
Palm Deira Parcel

Palm Jebel Ali

Almost identical in shape and form
to Palm Jumeriah, the Palm Jebel

Ali archipelago remains different

in that it has sat completely empty
since its creation. The luxury mixed
use development project was put on
hold in 2008 with its future remaining
uncertain.

Palm Jumeirah

Palm Jumeriah is the world’s largest
manmade island archipelago and
has become home to over 4,000
villas, multiple restaurants, and a
wide array of luxury hotels, including
the Atlantis hotel and waterpark. Itis
also the location of the Middle East’s
first monorail system.

Pearl Jumeirah

Yet to be completed, Pearl Jumeirah
is projected to become one of
Dubai’s most elite, beachfront mixed
use developments.

Private Island of Sheikh Hamdan
Bin Mohammed Bin Rashid
AlMaktoum

Private Island of His Highness
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Rashed
Al Maktoum

Qareen Alaish

The island has been discovered
to be a frequent stop for over 67
species of migratory birds through
the region.

172

Qarnain

Qassabi

Qassar Bu Sa’ayed
Qassar Bu Sheyarrah
Qassar Khunoon
Qisar Bu Sheera
Ramhan

Ras Alghurab

Ras Ghamees

Reem

Residence of Alsayed Ahmad
Bin Khalaf Almazrouei

Rufaiq

Saadiyat

Saadiyat Island has quickly
become one of Abu Dhabi’s biggest
attractions, drawing people from

all over the world to its various
amenities. Its Cultural District is

the site of the Louvre Abu Dhabi,
Guggenheim Abu Dhabi, and Zayed
National Museum.

Salaha
Sas Annakhal

Sheikh Saeed Bin
Hamdan AlNahyan island

Shura’aya
Shuweihat

Sir Abu Nuayr

This island has been deemed a SSSI,

site of special scientific interest,
due to its immense geological
importance.

Sir Bani Yas
Talee’a
Um Alhatab

Um Alkharkam

Um Al Kharkum is a small island
near Sir Bani Yas that is most often
visited for fishing.

Um Ame’em
Um Khourrah

Um Lifaina

Um Lifaina is an uninhabited island
adjacent to Bal Rumaid island. It has
been the site of speculative master
plans for a large mixed use project,
though it has yet to be developed.

Um Qasar
VIP-1 Island
VIP-2 Island

World

The World islands are a manmade
archipelago designed to be in

the shape of a world map. A wide
scale, mixed use development was
intended to be distributed across the
islands; however, only a handful of
the islands have been developed.

Yabr

Yas

This manmade island is home

to many of Abu Dhabi’s leading
attractions, such as the the Formula
One race, Ferrari World, and Yas
Waterwold.

Yasat

Zabara

Zabut Salamah

Zagzoog

Zirku

This island is home to one of ZADCO,

Zakum Development Company’s,
most important sites for the
processing and storage of oil from
the area.

Oman

Abu Sir
A cliffy island marked by a high
peaked hill in the Musandam area.

Al Daymaniyat

Al Daymaniyat islands are a
protected nature reserve that is
popular for diving off the coast.

Al Fahl

Al Fahal is a protected nature
reserve located close to the coast
of Oman.

Al Hamra

Home to the Za’ab tribe, this island
off the coast of Ras Al-Khaimah
was once a thriving pearling and
fishing village until the 1930s. With
the downfall of the pearling industry
the village was subsequently
abandoned and left uninhabited for
decades to follow.

Alharat
Al Khayl
Al Makhruq

Al Shamm
Exists in Khawr Al Shamm, the
longest fjord in Musandam.

Bu Rashid / Tawakkul
The island is a popular dive site in
the Musandam area.

Fanaku
Habalayn

Kachalu

Kachalu is a island in the region of
Musandam near Daw Sunni and is
adiving site.

Lima Rock

A pinnacle limestone island with
steep vertical drops to more than
60 meters deep. It's famous for its
caves, crevices, overhangs and
healthy coral formations. Species
found are yellow-fin, barracuda,
wrasses, zebra sharks and jacks.

Magagah
Fishing island located in Musandam.

Mukhaylif
Located in Musandam peninsula
near Kumzar and is not populated.

Musandam

The island belongs to Oman despite
its separation from the rest of the
country by the UAE. Its strategic
location allows for Oman to retain
some control over the Strait of

Hormuz that it shares with Iran.
Pearl

Quoin (Salamah)

The traditional “way point” used by
ships to define the entrance or exit
from the Persian Gulf.

Ras Marovi
Ras Marovi is an active dive site in
the Musandam area.

Sibi

Telegraph / Maqglab

In the 19th century, it was the
location of a British repeater station
used to boost telegraphic messages
along the Persian Gulf submarine
cable, which was part of the London
to Karachi telegraphic cable.

Um Al Fayarin

A popular place for local birds during
nesting season, this small island is
located in the Musandam area.

Um Alghanam

Located in Musandam, Oman. Its
name is derived from the past
practice of leaving goats on the
island to graze when pastures on
the mainland were exhausted in time
of drought.

Iran

Abasak

This island is the location of the
Sadra Island Offshore (Shipbuilding)
Yard, where Sadra, or the Iran
Marine Industrial Company,
undertakes a great deal of their work
in shipbuilding/repair, offshore oil
activities, and civil infrastructure
projects.

Bunneh
Dara
Farsi

Gorm

The island is known for its dense
vegetation and is a pitstop for
migratory birds.

Greater Farur
Hendorabi

Hengam

Hengam is a small island located
adjacent to Qeshm, popular for the
vast array of wildlife and natural
ecosystems in place.

Hormuz

Said to be visited by the famous
explorer Marco Polo, Hormuz
became a center of trade between
India & China by 1200 until its
capture by the Portuguese in 1514.
The island was later leased by Oman
and is home to a fort built by the
Portuguese.

Kharg

Kharg belonged to the Dutch during
the 15th century until it was captured
by inhabitants of a nearby Persian
port in 1766. Since then, it has
become a crude oil terminal and
loading facility.

Kharku

Almost no information - Sandy
beach with very little vegetation

Kish

Kish island, formerly known as the
Shah’s playground, has been one of
Iran’s main free trade zones since
1968. It proved to be a large success
in boosting tourism and revenue for
the country.

Larak

Larak island has a very diverse
coral reef system located around it,
comprising one of the most complex
in the Gulf region.

Lavan
Lavan is one of the main terminals
for exporting crude oil from Iran.

Lesser Farur

Mir Mohanna

Named after Mir Mohanna who
would launch pirate raids from
Kharku against Dutch trading ships
that were stationed in Kharg.

Nakhiloo

Nedel Gar
Negin
Omme-e-Sila
Ommolkorm
Qabr-e Nakhoda

Qeshm

Qeshm is one of Iran’s biggest free
trade zones, strategically located
only 60 kilometers from Bahrain &
180 from UAE Port Rashid.

Shidvar
Shidvar island is a wildlife refuge.

Shif
Shif island is home to a small, rural
population.

Siri

This island was home to an oil
platform destroyed by the United
States Naval Force during 1988
towards the end of the Iran-Iraq war.

Tahamadun

Iraq

Alfaw

Irag’s only access to the Gulf, the
Alfaw peninsula is located along

the convergence of the Tigris and
Euphrates rivers. Plans are being
laid out by the Iragi government

to construct a massive port
infrastructure complete with artificial
islands in order to meet its maritime
logistical needs.

Disputed Islands

Abu Musa

This island has been the source

of tension between Iran and UAE
for many years, as both claim
ownership of the land. Both
countries signed a Memorandum

of Understanding in regards to the
island after Bahrain’s independence
in 1968, though each one continues
to dispute the standing of the other’s
claims.

Greater Tunb
Follows same conflict as
Abu Musa

Lesser Tunb

Follows same conflict as
Abu Musa
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

Introduction

It is commonly believed that industrialization initiated the
process of environmental degradation that has led to the
ecological crisis the world faces today. But that is not true.
Environmental degradation started as soon as human
populations commenced to congregate in larger groups and
form communities." Although the link between such environ-
mental destruction and human activities had been ignored
previously, current research is unveiling surprising prece-
dents. For example, the Ancient Greeks practiced excessive
deforestation and farming, causing soil to erode and even-
tually diminish their land’s ability to sustain plant life.2 While
the Mayans overexploited their farmlands to the point where
it eventually became a contributing factor to the demise of
their civilization.* When looking at the history of humanity’s
relationship with nature, what emerges is a consistent pat-
tern of abuse and shortsighted exploitation.

Humankind interacts with nature in an alienated way, often
absent the understanding that man is part of nature and

not separated from it.* However, it is equally part of human
nature to identify threats, formulate solutions, and organize
efforts to solve problems. In fact, humans have been aware
of their precarious relationship with nature for thousands of
years. To take the issue of waste as an example, the Greeks
established waste-management laws back in approximately
500 BC. Similarly, the practice of waste incineration, which
is common today, appeared in Palestine in the early years of
the first millennium.® These basic and self-interested efforts
evolved with the passing centuries, becoming more so-
phisticated in their methods and more global in scale. The
United Nations led Paris Agreement—signed in December
2015—is the most recent attempt to mitigate humanity’s
affect on the planetary ecosystem. With the ambitious

goal of reversing the process of climate change, the Paris
Agreement attempts to lead humanity’s relationship with
nature towards a sustainable state of equilibrium.® In this
grand restructuring of human activities, there is no field or
profession that is not both “responsible for” and “vulnerable
to” change. It comes as no surprise that the built environ-
ment and its construction is at the forefront of shaping this
new direction. Just as the field of design has helped erect
the artificial environments that have deteriorated the natural
world, its practitioners must now play a role in inventing
new urbanities to help correct the age-old path of

human civilization.
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The Gulf

This research project addresses the problems of waste, pol-
lution, and other anthropogenic stressors across the coastal
regions of the Persian/Arabian Gulf. It stresses the need for
an urgent shift in the paradigm that brings human activities
to a state of equilibrium with local ecosystems.

Before exploring the physical nature of the Gulf, it’'s import-
ant to note the importance of the communities therein, which
are an inseparable part of its history, culture, and economy.
For a large part of those communities, the Gulf was their
main source of food and income. Even more, the very word
“Khaleeji,” which literally translates to “people of the Gulf,”
refers to the populations of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC). Today, although the local cultures and economic
strengths for the Gulf communities seem to have changed
drastically, the Gulf maintains strategic importance.

The Gulf is a semi-enclosed body of water covering an area
of approximately 240,000 km?. The Tigris, Euphrates, and
Karun are the main rivers feeding into the Gulf while it's only
connection to the larger ocean system is its eastern open-
ing to the Gulf of Oman, through the Strait of Hormuz. The
countries bordering the Gulf are as follows: Bahrain, Iran,
Iraq, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United
Arab Emirates. “Due to the high-latitude geographical po-
sition, the relative shallowness [averaging a depth of 35 m]
and the high evaporation rates, the Arabian Gulf is charac-
terized by extreme environmental conditions.”” Examples of
these extremes include a large fluctuation of temperature
between summer and winter (15-36°C), and a high salinity
that can exceed 43 PSU (Practical Salinity Unit). Although
these conditions force the marine organisms of the Gulf to
live “close to the limits of their environmental tolerance,” the
Gulf remains a habitat that fosters many biologically diverse
ecosystems with both ecological and commercial value.
Most importantly, these habitats include seagrass beds,
coral reefs, mangrove swamps, and mudflats. To further
illustrate the importance of these environments—the sea-
grass beds provide feeding grounds for several endangered
species and act as nurseries for others while improving
water quality by filtering out pollutants. The other habitats
provide equal contributions to the vitality of the Gulf ecosys-
tems, and therefore need to be protected.®

However, because this region has been characterized re-
cently with high rates of urbanization, generous standards
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

of living, and heavy industries, the Gulf and its surrounding
ecosystems are under great pressure from the resulting an-
thropogenic stressors.® These stressors are paralleled with
an exhaustion of the region’s environmental resources and
a one-way consumerist attitude towards the environment.
The main ecological threats currently facing the Gulf come
from excessive waste and its management, the negative
impact of water desalination and its byproducts, and the
reliance on fossil fuel for power production.®

1. Waste

According to the European Environment Agency, “Waste
includes all items that people no longer have any use for,
which they either intend to get rid of or have already dis-
carded. Waste is usually categorized according to its phys-
ical nature and source. It divides solid waste into municipal,
industrial, hazardous, construction and demolition, mining,
end-of-life vehicles and tires, and agricultural waste.?

The Gulf countries have been ranked among the highest per
capita producers of waste in the world." But despite that,
technically advanced initiatives are yet to be supported by

a comprehensive system or infrastructure.™ The existing
methods currently utilized are mainly landfilling and basic
incineration. Oman alone holds 350 formal and informal
landfills, similar to several countries of the Gulf.'> But simply
burying waste does not solve the problem since landfills re-
lease methane into the air and hazardous chemicals (called
leachate) into the ground. These are critical issues in terms
of air purity, climate-change, and groundwater safety, which
present severe implications on the health of the human pop-
ulation. One example of this is the abnormally high rates of
congenital defects among newborn babies in Kuwait in the
few years after the 1991 Gulf War. Kuwait’s oil fields were
burnt causing an environmental catastrophe.®

Initiatives that can counteract environmental degradation
include recycling centers, composting, and waste-to-energy
plants, all of which take advantage of excess and repurpose
it for other functions.'” It is important to realize that although
these processes do have some negative impacts on the en-
vironment, they represent a major improvement to current
methods, and if implemented widely, will become a major
step towards solving the problem of waste.

2. Water Discharges
The second major anthropogenic stressor is the effluents
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discharged from the desalination plants that dot the coast of
the Gulf. Their influents constitute about 48% of the waste-
water discharged into the Gulf.'® This is comparable to the
entire fluvial runoff into the Gulf. Water production in the
Gulf exceeds 45% of the total world capacity, and has been,
together with gas and oil extraction, the base for the rapid
regional industrial and urban growth of the last century.®
The desalination plants are critical to the area because not
only is water in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region the scarcest in the world; the GCC counties are

also among the highest per capita consumers of water in
the world. This has created a widening gap between the
demand and supply of water, causing countries such as
Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, and Oman to exten-
sively pump groundwater, risking the future sustainability of
this resource (Frost & Sullivan, 2015).2° The problem with
simply closing the demand-supply gap with desalination
plants is the effect this is having on the Gulf water. As the
desalination plants around the Gulf extract fresh water from
seawater, they also pump the remaining hyper saline water
discharge (called brine) back into the Gulf. This process
contributes to the water’s increased salinity, rising tempera-
ture, and contamination with harmful chemicals. Studies
have shown that this has already caused a reduction in
biodiversity in some areas of the Gulf.?’

Another type of waste discharge that is negatively impact-
ing the Gulf is wastewater. This can be any combination of
domestic effluence (including blackwater and greywater),
commercial wastewater, industrial and urban contami-
nation, and agricultural and aqua-cultural runoff.?? Since
water consumption is very high in the Gulf, the amounts

of produced wastewater in the region are equally high and
continually rising. In Kuwait, there has been a 20% increase
in the amount of raw sewage headed to treatment between
the years 2009 and 2014.2* When it comes to the level

of treatment capabilities, it’s important to draw a distinc-
tion between the GCC on one side, and Iran on the other.
Although the GCC has much higher wastewater treatment
capabilities, due to large infrastructure investments, it still
contributes significantly to the level of water pollution in the
Gulf. For example, due to Kuwait’s release of inadequately
treated wastewater in the Kuwait Bay, studies have record-
ed some fish kill events and a rise in pollutant and bacterial
concentrations in the area’s waters.?* On the other hand,
the situation in Iran is even worse, where less than 40% of
the population, “have complete and efficient wastewater
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

treatment plants.”?® This leads to the remaining wastewater
being released in the environment without adequate treat-
ment; and even if the location of this release isn’t directly in
the Gulf waters, rivers often carry the inland pollutants into
the Gulf. A similar phenomenon happens in Irag. What is
certain is that wastewater from all the countries overlooking
the Gulf is finding its way into the water, causing the pollu-
tion problem to increase.?®

But unfortunately, we are still lacking a holistic investigation
of the impact of desalination plants and wastewater dis-
charges on the regional ecosystems; and local states are
very reluctant to compromise short-term economic growth
with an active water management plan that responds to the
evolving water challenges.

3. Energy

In order to power regional countries, including the large-
scale power and desalination operations mentioned above,
immense amounts of fossil fuels are burnt in power plants
all around the Gulf. This has several harmful effects on the
region: the depletion of the finite reserves of fossil fuels, the
increase in air pollution, and the release of large amounts
of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. In fact, six of the
Gulf countries are ranked in the top 14 worldwide in terms
of per capita production of CO2.?’

The problem is that the Gulf countries are highly dependent
on this hydrocarbon-based industry. Iran, for example, is
the country least dependent on fossil fuels for its energy
production yet still relies on fossil fuels for 85.6% of its en-
ergy in 2012. This percentage is greatly higher for the GCC,
where all the countries combined depend on fossil fuels

for more than 98.5% of their energy.?® What is interesting is
that the Gulf’s prospects for renewable energy production
are good. Solar and wind energy are abundant, while the
potential of geothermal and biomass gases are also avail-
able. Some countries such as the United Arab Emirates
and Saudi Arabia have actually already started taking steps
towards more renewable sources of energy.?*

The challenges mentioned above are certainly formidable.
But the opportunities and knowledge needed for a shift to-
wards a more sustainable and ecologically sound urbanism
do exist. What is missing is a radical yet workable plan on

a regional scale, and the political willingness to implement
that plan.
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The Project

In the face of a complex and multifaceted problem such as
ecosystem degradation in the Gulf region, any solution hop-
ing to achieve success has to be equally complex. This is
why the design proposal based on the research listed above
engages the problem of the ecosystem at different locations
and scales, and with a wide spectrum of tools. Based on
the ideas that underpin an “Ecosystem Approach” (EsA)
and the protocols of an Integrated Coastal Zone Manage-
ment (ICZM), the target is to recover natural spaces through
principles of sustainable development. It acknowledges that
social, economic, and environmental issues are mutually
supportive, requiring a symbiotic relationship. They need

to be considered essential elements of the ecosystem at
present and in the future.”*

This strategy includes developing a long-term plan that is
based on scientific knowledge, and that encompasses the
complexity and interconnectedness of nature. This led the
design project to start with rigorous research into the exact
environmental problems of the Gulf and the globally avail-
able solutions to combat environmental degradation. The
Ecosystem Approach also mandates that any plan be inher-
ently adjustable in order to adapt to changing environmental
and human circumstances. The proposal features exactly
this idea, where the infrastructures are thought to be ever
changing and evolving, never finalized projects, with a level
of dynamism similar to that featured in the natural environ-
ment to emulate what they are trying to protect. There are
three interconnected types of interventions that constitute
the design proposal.

The first part of the design proposal is a network of self-sus-
taining waste “farms” spread around the Gulf, including the
islands and the coast. These farms, being catalysts eco-re-
generators of the environment, are conceived as state-of-
the-art mega structures that act as a framework to hold an
ever changing and evolving group of specialized spaces.
These spaces are capable of holding a wide range of func-
tions, spanning from the technical and environmental to

the social and educational. Working together, these spaces
receive, store, recycle, and export waste collected from the
region; these spaces also include functions that allow them
to produce electricity from wind and solar power as well as
produce useful crops and clean water. These farms, located
in places such as Boubyan Island (Kuwait), Al Jubay! (Saudi
Arabia), and Ras Laffan (Qatar) will adjust to their local
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

environments as they specialize in recycling
types of waste abundant within close proxim-
ity. Moreover, they will also generate products
needed locally. These farms are connected
under a network system, which allows the
recording of accurate environmental data to
evaluate the impact of different stressors and
calculate possible procedures for the recovery
of biota. By sharing this information with each
other, the FARMS will be able to anticipate en-
vironmental complications, and act in a timely
manner. Ultimately, the FARMS aim at creating
what the microbiologist Dickson Despommier
calls a “functional urban equivalent of a
natural ecosystem.”®!

The second part of the design proposal is a
flexibly programmed “Levee” that unfolds along
the coast of the Gulf and the islands. These
levees will reach their most intense manifesta-
tions next to coastal urban centers, while being
less noticeable or even absent in coastal strips
that are undeveloped. Also, the nature and
program of these levees will change according
to the type of urbanism that they neighbor;
residential, industrial, or agricultural coastal
developments will each generate different
versions. The idea of this infrastructure is to
become a mediator between the natural world,
represented by the Gulf water, and the artificial
world, represented by human urbanism. The
most important role that this levee will play is
as filter to the negative effects of human urban-
ity, so that they are either blocked from reach-
ing the water, or allowed to reach the water
after being adequately treated. Some manifes-
tations of the levee might feature green areas
such as coral reefs, mangrove plantations, and
constructed wetlands. The more technological
approach features sustainable energy gener-
ation and water filtration. To supply this mega
project with the needed materials, the recycled
products produced by the farms will be ex-
ploited; this ensures that all parts of the design
proposal act as a single interdependent entity,
rather than scattered interventions.

The final part of the design proposal aims to

184

Between East & West: A Gulf

an

All

B9 2

:cabladl él
U..UJJ' roUo_x_ll NNELY
e.d;\_”

aallall

ol iy ggpiitall Lo jlyicl Sy U collel jg.Sio g Las
o sujall ;l}gl ol el Jlj Le 3] Uilgi Lo —ouounilly
allall Jgdall orounig Q_QbJ.O.JIU_QCLLuJJlu_LlS_u.LO_”LJQJ Sl
rch_oJ|Cl_x.oe_uaJa_ogoJJ9_xagJ|o_m0)_§.oJ|9 lpeilwly Gudaill
roLm_Luo_dlm}AanIMuJJlu_quu_ol};uJJlqu_uLUd_olﬁl
q_uﬂ_QLeJIU_LCq_LLujlq_DJﬂlro._l i ogoll o alil Las . aulall Jgo
lggure Jonii Loran Lgilg o sl ddapnall Josdl g o gaii
Lag, Lgiag, &0 Guuuiill Lgeo Joleill

360 il adaall cilalaioll 3929 g Al jsiall solllg
dyoulalll dalhioll g Lgile JUog e_xla_l_l aiudl ayloall dogo
u|J|)_oJ| Gl dwboadl sl Ul sagi A st aadl dduldl agland
alogleoall pli };| 595 caely c9pnall Sy Limg .d o)l
:|9_u.| (Eg)_u.u:ﬂ ;|}g| grona bl cloindll pusill o alsg
saai «ayloall ddyaio Jleal 9| rcha_u.o LJS_uu auivo Cildsum L_u15|
L_.,Jg_IJ| sg-ball g plsiwe pué gl ay ied ($3 I Guphall ol
ol calislsll A e ylngi slel Jual g ga casgll Lol il g ai
Lodue adyyhnh alSum 8sle| Lo_llg coluall (o Cag il alj] ol Jbaall
Sedd Jun deuhll a_oCLo.cLu.o daalle dolall aypanll jSliallg
i s lesjll o

185



Hormuz Island, Iran

“We came to New Hormuz, which is an island whose city
is called Jarawn. Itis a fine large city, with magnificent
bazaars, as it is the port of India and Sind.”

—Ibn Battuta, 1300 AD

“Most of it is salt marshes and hills of salt, namely the
darabi salt; from this they manufacture ornamental ves-
sels and pedestals on which they place lamps. Their food
is fish and dried dates exported to them from al-Basra
and Oman. They say in their tongue ‘khurma va mabhi luti
padishdni’, which means ‘dates and fish are a royal dish.”
—Ibn Battuta, 1300 AD

A proposed farming system in Hormuz Island is developed
to create a coral reef network to connect the mainland
coasts to the island. It is conceived in order to preserve
Hormuz’s natural heritage as a protected area. The
proposed infrastructure will focus on breeding coral reefs,
and will become an educational/information center for

the region.
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Al Jubail, Saudi Arabia

Al Jubail is a city located on the Persian Gulf coast in
Saudi Arabia’s Eastern Province. It has the world’s largest
IWPP (Independent Water and Power Project), a desalina-
tion facility that produces about 2,743.6 mw of electricity
and 800,000 m? of water daily. Yet, despite the industrial
nature of the area, Jubail Marine Wildlife Sanctuary is
situated in the north part of the city.

The proposal aims to create a mangroves park in the bay,
between the industrial area and the Gulf. This park will act
as a screen that filters the brine before it reaches the wa-
ter. The goal of the park is to control the effect of the brine
on the Gulf ecosystem and act as an ecological catalyst
that will help rejuvenate the coastline.
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Rass Laffan, Qatar

Ras Laffan Industrial City is located 80 km (50 mi) north
of Doha, Qatar. It is Qatar’s main site for the production
of liquefied natural gas and gas-to-liquid. With an en-
closed water area of approximately 4,500 ha, Ras Laffan
Port is the largest artificial harbor in the world, containing
the largest Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) export facility on
the planet.

As an eco-LEVEE, the proposal is composed of a set of
piers, which will generate the “New Mangrove Park” close
to the harbor. The main intention is to create a natural path
connecting the desert and the mangrove park, so that the
natural ecosystems are linked.
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Boubyan Island, Kuwait

The waste FARM is conceived as a framework to hold
ever-changing specialized spaces for different kinds of
waste. These spaces work together in order to receive,
store, recycle, and export waste collected from the Gulf
region as a whole.

The Boubyan Island FARM specializes in treating organic
waste, taken from MSW (Municipal Solid Waste), and
concrete rescued from C&D (construction and demolition)
waste. The incoming waste will first be separated, so

that the organic waste and concrete are treated locally,
while the rest will be sent to other specialized FARMS

in the Gulf. The organic waste will be processed to
produce compost to be used for growing crops, helping
to decrease the region’s dependence on food imports.
Simultaneously, it will be used to produce biogas energy,
in order to allow the whole process of the FARM to be
self-sufficient. The rescued concrete from C&D waste will
be correctly shredded and separated into different sizes
of sand and aggregate, so that new concrete can be pro-
duced for constructing the proposed platforms, filter piers
and LEVEES, artificial reefs, and entirely new FARMS.

All the products generated in the Boubyan FARM will not
only be used in the area within a close proximity of it, but
will be exported to help regenerate the ecosystem of the
Gulf, alongside products produced by other FARMS.
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

designate all parts of the Gulf islands that have
not been developed as ecological reserves.
This will help these islands regenerate their
natural ecosystems that have been damaged
by land and water pollution and abuse. As op-
posed to the highly complex and technological
approach of the first and second parts of the
proposal (especially the farm), this part fea-
tures a more “hands-off” approach. This stems
from the belief that the natural environment has
the ability to naturally regenerate, if only given
enough time and the right conditions.

Conclusion

This project, in both its research and design
components, is not to be seen as a finished
product. Further research into the region’s eco-
logical problems and design solutions has to
be continually conducted. The idea is to reach
a position where a thorough understanding

of the environment leads to an inclusive plan
that becomes part of all urban and infrastruc-
tural decisions made around the Gulf. Itis also
important to present the current environmental
crisis as something that all the Gulf countries
have a responsibility to tackle in coordination
with each other.
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The Gulf vs World
[Population |

(percentage, million people)

- GCC population (2%)
126 M people

- Rest of the world
population (98 %)
7274 M people

Fig. 1: GCC Population

MSW generation

(percentage, million Tons/year)

- GCC MSW
generation (3%)
45.2 M tons

Rest of the world
MSW generation (97 %)
1254.8 M tons

Fig. 2: MSW Generation

Desalination

South America
0.69 %
Australia

0.4 %

Central America
1.8%

53.4 %
* North America
17%

Fig. 3: Desalination

Waste composition

Hazardous Waste
7%

Industrial Waste
18 %
Construction and
demolition

55 %

Municipal Waste
20 %

Fig. 7: Persian Gulf waste composition

Persian MSW composition

- Organic waste
43 %

Rest
57%

Fig. 9: Persian MSW composition

The Gulf countries are ranked among the highest producers
of solid waste in the world.

Kuwait, for example, was ranked as the highest per capita
producer of solid waste in the world according to a World
Bank 2012 report.

Selected Countries

Selected countries population

(percentage, million people)

Kenya (1%) 44 M
Australia(1%) 23M
Canada (1%) 35. 1M
USA (9%)318.9M
Mexico (3%) 122.3M
- Brasil (6%) 200.4M
Spain (1%)46.7M
Italy (2%) 59.8M
Kuwait (0%) 3M
Bahrain (0%) 1M
UAE (0%) 9M
Saudi Arabia (1%)
28.29M

China (39%) 1357M
India (36%) 12521

Fig. 4: Selected countries population

(percentage, million Tons/year)

- Kenya (1%) 4.8M
Australia(1%) 14.7M
Canada (3%) 26.9M
USA (23%) 232.8M
Mexico (4%) 40.17M
Brasil (8%) 80.5M
Spain (2%) 20.4M
Italy (3%) 28.4M
Kuwait (0%) 2.3M
Bahrain (0%) 1.21M
UAE (1%) 5.8M
Saudi Arabia (1%)
13.4M

= China (30%) 297.2M
- India (23%) 228.5M

Fig. 5: Selected countries MSW generation

(percentage, kg/day per capita)

- Australia (9%) 1.75 kg
“ Kenya (1%) 0.3 kg
India (3%) 0.5 kg

= China (3%) 0.6 kg

- Canada (11%) 2.1 kg
USA (10%) 2 kg
Mexico (5%) 0.9 kg
Brasil (6%) 1.1 kg

- Spain (6%) 1.2 kg

- Italy (7%) 1.3kg
Kuwait (10%) 1.9 kg
Bahrain (13%) 2.5kg
- UAE (9%) 1.7 kg
Saudi Arabia (7%)
1.3kg

Fig. 6: Selected countries MSW generation per capita

Europe waste composition

Hazardous Waste
1%
Construction and
demolition

55%

Mining

29%

Municipal waste
14 %

Industrial Waste
31 %

Fig. 8: Europe waste composition

Europe MSW composition

Organic waste
25%
- Rest
75%

Fig. 10: Europe MSW composition

Is significant for the Gulf countries that fresh water is scarce
and per capita consumption is very high.

Kuwait has recorded the highest per capita consumption of
water in the world (Palmer, 2011), while Saudi Arabia is has
been recorded as the third highest (Abboud, 2010).
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Population and GDP proportion in the Gulf

Persian Gulf popullation Persian Gulf GDP
(percentage, million people) (percentage, thousand million USD)
Kuwait (3%) Kuwait (9%),
3 million . 175.8 thousand million
Bafirain (1%) Bahrain (2%),
Oman (3%) 32.89 thousand
3.62 m/‘l!/on Oman (4 %),
Qatar (2%) 79.66 thousand million
2 million Qatar (10 %),
gﬁ%,g;/“) 203.2 thousand million
h Iran (18 %),
?gugdgl Ar/a;b\a (22%) 368.9 thousand million
~22 milion UAE (20 %),
Iran (62%) 402.3 thousand million
77 million Saudi Arabia (37 %),
748.4 thousand
Fig. 11: Persian Gulf population Fig. 12: Persian Gulf GDP

MSW generation and desalination proportion in the Gulf

[Persian Gulf MSW generation | [Persian Gulf desalination |
(percentage, million Tons/year) (percentage, Mill m3/day)

Kuwait (5%) ——  Kuwait (12%)

2.83 million 1.7m “/da;

Bahrain (2%) 1 Bahra\; (352)

1.2 million Tons 0.4m 0/day

Oman (3%) Iran (6%)

1.3 million Tons OOQm 27;;\;]

Qatar (3%) m3"3 /o)

1.26 million Tons 1.2 m“/day

UAE (13%) Qatar (7%)

5.8 million Tons 1m “/day

9
Saudi Arabia (30%) %E fds/w)
13.4 million /aay
 Iran (44%) Saudlﬁrab\a(se%)
19.7 million Tons 5.2m “/day
Fig. 13: Persian Gulf MSW generation Fig. 14: Persian Gulf desalination

MSW, desalination and GDP per capita in The Gulf

Desalinatiof waste per person, per count|

ﬁ_ = 1.9 kg 52 % 0.5m? ——— 52.1M$
Kuwait - Il per capita organic per capita per capita
° =
= L 2.5kg 35% 0.3m? [ —] 246m$
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i _ 1.0kg
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Iran T - per capita i organic per capita per capita

Fig. 15: Persian Gulf desalination and MSW
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Waste Farming:
Recovering the
Ecosystem of the Gulf

What is surprising is that regional organizations that are
tasked with the environmental protection of the Gulf do
exist. One example is the Regional Organization for the
Protection of the Marine Environment (ROPME), but there

is clearly very little political will to implement the needed
protocols. This is where the project can play another role as
disseminator of information and catalyst for social and polit-
ical change. All parts of the project, whether they feature ac-
tively constructed structures or passive acts of preservation,
are meant to represent an understanding that our current
path is unsustainable. The goal is not to simply repopulate
an area with a certain species, or to remove a contaminant
from the water. Rather, the goal is to restructure our urban
centers and way of life to form a harmonious relationship
with nature, where both can thrive.

AGi Architects is an international design firm providing comprehensive services in Architecture,
Planning, Urban Design, Interior Design, Design Research and Consulting. A wide integration

of skills allows the creation of places that provide lasting value for clients through distinctive and
imaginative solutions. AGi architects was established in 2006 by Joaquin Perez-Goicoechea and
Nasser B. Abulhasan. AGi architects has introduced exceptional design, management and technical
approaches to its projects in Europe and the Middle East from its offices in the cities of Madrid and
Kuwait City.
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Archaeology of
Inhabited Ruins /
Cerberus: The
Three-Headed Monster

Manifesto

We often use the words pirate and privateer interchangeably
while in fact each has a particular meaning. Legally, there

is a difference between a pirate and a privateer: unlike a
pirate, the privateer holds a commission from a government,
a “letter of marque.” This letter entitled a privateer to fly a
country’s flag. Pirates, on the other hand, navigate without a
legal authorization; hence their ubiquitous, black flag.

During the Golden Age of piracy, the distinction between
pirates and privateers was blurred in practice. Privateers
often exceeded the limits of their licenses, or they navigated
using forged letters of marque, or they used forged licenses
from non-existing governments. Likewise, when captured,
pirates were often pardoned and left to sometimes retire to
their homeland, to enjoy the wealth and the prestige

they accumulated.

The alliance between rising nation states and pirates was
central to the accumulation of Europe’s wealth. It came
through plunder and violence. However, starting in the be-
ginning of the nineteenth century, a war against piracy was
declared. Pirates had served their purpose and there was
no longer a strategic rationale to look the other way. Imperi-
alistic forces declared them “enemies of all mankind.” Their
existence was deemed outside of the pacified world order
and their defeat was sanctioned by international law.

Like the golden age of piracy, the current high-risk and
high-yield neoliberalism has ushered in a new type of pirate.
However, unlike the seafarers of older days, today’s pirate
sails on fast, connective communications systems, venture
capital, and inexpensive labor. In many ways, these pirates
are tech geeks, driven by politics or profits to plunder at will.
And to continue this analogy, today’s freelancer is empow-
ered with a contract from a client, typically a multinational
corporation, the way a privateer’s letter enabled them to sail
the seas with near impunity. And like the pirate and priva-
teer, both the vigilante IT professional and the freelancer
deploy their own expertise, money, and means towards the
fulfillment of someone else’s desires. Both act at their own
private risk. Their actions are not always illegal, but all too
often precarious. Like privateers who turned to pirates in
search of a higher reward for their risks, or simply looking
for freedom from a sovereign that broke its promise, free-
lancers sometimes resort to their own black flag, becoming
saboteurs, cyber-criminals, or enemies of all states.

194

Behemoth Press &
Matteo Mannini Architects

Archaeology of Inhabited Ruins

The beginning of the Sixth Volume of the One Thousand
and One Nights is dedicated to the Voyages of Sinbad the
Seaman. A pirate on sea, a merchant in the harbors, and a
respected wealthy courtier and benefactor in his fatherland,
Sinbad is the prototype of the pre-modern privateer. His
looting and predatory practices are in fact the way through
which not only his own wealth and powers are accrued, but
also the means through which the power of the nation and
the prestige of its Caliph are consolidated.

Within the tale of Sinbad, the caricatures of the merchant
and the pirate are almost indistinguishable. Historical
figures such as the Iranian Mir Muhanna (circa 1769) and
the Arab Rahmah ibn Jabir al-Jalahimah (1760-1826) were
among the most famous buccaneers who threatened the
military strength of the Dutch and English Empires and the
interests of the East India Company. Their enterprises are
still vivid in the popular imagination of Iranians and Qataris,
and they are popular heroes within their respective
national narratives.

However, when in 1820 the “General Treaty for the Cessa-
tion of Plunder and Piracy by Land and Sea” was signed,
pirates were not simply deemed criminals, but as “enemies
of all mankind.” The treaty established the space of the Gulf
as a perpetually neutral and smooth area for the traffic of
commodities. This served British interests as the document
did not ban tribal wars among Arab communities.

However, for a short period of time, hostilities against the
British East India Company continued after the ratification
of the treaty. The famous Pirate Coast, stretching from
Bahrain till Ras-al-Khaimah, was no longer a safe haven for
the newly minted public enemies. Instead, British chronicles
reported local rumors on the existence of pirate sanctuaries
in the islands of the Gulf, one of them hosting a fortification
built by the company of Rahmah ibn Jabir al-Jalahimah.
With the death of the famous Qatari pirate, and the develop-
ment of steam-powered freight boats, piracy in the Persian
Gulf disappeared, and the existence of the Rahmah’s secret
fort survived for two centuries only as a popular legend.

Today, attracted by the Iranian government’s liberal policy

of copyright infringement and cybercrime, an extraterritorial
army of contemporary pirates again inhabits some of the Is-
lands of the Gulf. In the past, the lack of economic relations
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between the United States and Iran did not isolate Iran from
US cultural products and software. On the contrary, the
lack of official copyright relations between the two countries
enabled the circulation of American intellectual productions
despite the censorship of the Iranian government. Holly-
wood movies, academic textbooks, and software can be
freely copied, translated, reprinted, and purchased for a
fraction of their original retail value.

With the end of the embargo, Iran was forced to sign bilat-
eral conventions for the enforcement of intellectual property
rights on the Iranian territory. However, in order to prevent
the rising discontent from a young and untamed population
of students affected by a sudden rise in academic costs, the
Iranian government decreed the creation of several copy-
right-free zones. One of these, the island of Greater Farur in
the Gulf, became an attractive destination for many interna-
tional hackers, who could find a vibrant community, a pow-
erful data infrastructure (the Large Data Tunnel intercepts
the island), and a tolerant national government hoping to
recruit the best international expertise for communications,
espionage, and intelligence.

It was the Italian firm Matteo Mannini Architects who,
already involved in other archaeological inquiries on the
island of Hormuz, advanced the hypothesis that Greater
Farur had the potential to be the island upon which Al-Jala-
himah found his pirate sanctuary in the final years of his life.
The Iranian Institute of Heritage and Tourism commissioned
Mannini to lead an Iranian-Italian team of architects, his-
torians, and archeologists from the Universities of Tehran
and Florence. The five-year excavation confirmed Mannini’s
hypothesis, bringing to the light a complex of exceptional
and monumental historic value.

Some of the structures were already partly excavated and
inhabited by the cyber-refugees. However, further exca-
vations allowed the finding of an underground structure

that was probably used to safely store looted material that
was ready to be shipped and exchanged. They discovered
artifacts that were built before Al-Jalahimah took control of
them, and they were already in a state of ruin when his com-
pany settled on the island.

The complex includes various additions that were construct-

ed in different periods. The oldest remains are those of a
simple hypostyle hall, originally used as a mosque due to its
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orientation towards Mecca. After the construction, the steep
staircase of a former observatory built in the Seljuk period
became a waterway (qanat). It was the access point for a

monumental ab anbar (water cistern) from the Safavid period.

The only addition to the complex, made post-1820, is a
fortification on the south side of the site. The fortification

is made by a partly underground grid of 3 x 3 m rooms,
connected by passageways and lit from the above. Rahmah
ibn-Jabir’s successors and his followers used these spaces
as temporary dwellings and safe deposits for food provi-
sions and looted materials.

The fresh temperatures of the interior of the cistern were
probably used as a marketplace and public space to trade
loot and gamble and drink araq. The mosque was proba-
bly used for prayer and meetings. The top of the cistern’s
cone—today covered with vegetation and almost indistin-
guishable from the natural topography—was used as a look
out and a lighthouse. The more permanent population living
on the island—artisans, shepherds, prostitutes, and shop-
keepers—used the inhabitable rooms flanking the staircase
as dwellings and workshops.

So far, none of the material has been found on the islands.
The squatter population has denied any findings. However,
their accounts appear fragmentary and inconsistent, and
further inquiries are expected.

Despite the generally peaceful attitude of the population of
cyber-refugees, some of them have reportedly been in-
volved in acts of sabotage against Alefba’s headquarters in
the neighboring island of Greater Tunb, as well as illegally
helping some of Alefba’s entrepreneurs flee from their cor-
porate environment.

Cerberus, The Three-Headed Monster

The Gulf islands of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb, and Abu
Musa have been objects of a territorial dispute between the
UAE and Iran since the end of the British protectorate in
1971. When the British troops left the islands Iran occupied
them, claiming that they were part of the Persian Empire
until their British occupation in the 1920s. Conversely, the
Emirates claim that the islands were previously under the
control of the Qawasim of Sharjah.

Since the 1990s, several attempts at a resolution have
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failed. However, both Arab and Iranian parties had diffi-
culties providing proof of their sovereignty. Each nation’s
claims are based on anecdotal evidence. Historian Richard
Schofield argued that the political and territorial control over

such territories was “marked by fluidity and impermanence.”

Populations usually moved and exchanged freely between
the two sides of the Gulf.

The islands offer a particular strategic military advantage.
During the Iran-Iraq war, Iraqi tankers were bombed from
Abu Musa. Territorial control over the islands is crucial for
the control of oil flow in the Gulf, which amounts to 40% of
the global oil production.

These remote islands are not only crucial for the control

of oil traffic, but also for the circulation of information. The
space enclosed by the archipelago composed by the is-
lands of Greater and Lesser Farur, Greater and Lesser Tunb,
as well as Siri and Abu Musa. Four international submarine
cables (Falcon, AAE-1, GBICS/MENA, Tata/TGN-Gulf) tra-
verse these islands, connecting the Mediterranean to South
and East Asia. In 2008, three cable disruptions occurred

in this area between January 23 and February 4, affecting
70% of communication in Egypt, 60% in India, and 20% in
Iran. The cables are key in the communications connectivity
for Iran, and the Iranian Oil Bourse in the Kish Island bases
is reliant on these connections. The hypothesis of a volun-
tary cable sabotage has not yet been confirmed. However, a
control over this archipelago is key to the stability of com-
munication in the region.

Forced by the international community to negotiate its
occupation over the island, in 2017 the Iranian government
responded with the surprising move of establishing Greater
Tunb as a free-trade zone, calling international corporations
to establish their premises in the area, already populated

by an untamed yet vibrant community of coders. The result
was the foundation of Alefba, a joint Iranian-Californian
initiative to promote the development of IT industries in the
Persian Gulf. Alefba is not a corporation, but an expansi-
ble, plug-in, corporate incubator, facilitating the encounter
between independent entrepreneurs and venture capitalists,
through an efficient and real-time logistical, operational,
and technological infrastructure. The Head Quarters in Alef-
ba is composed of a 300 x 1400 m plinth, which constitutes
the corporate habitat and the “Cerberus,” a triangularly
planned core directional unit.
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The plinth is composed of a series of rooms, the size of
which doubles according to their distance to the outer pe-
rimeter. The rooms provide a scalable and seamless work-
ing and living space, providing all the needs of a successful
working life from basic reproduction to the highest organi-
zational and representational needs of an office ecosystem.

On the east side of the plinth, next to the harbor, is the
Pardis Technology Park, where cutting-edge technologies
are experimented and the entrepreneurs engage in solace
during times of financial crisis. In front of the main structure,
a large garden compliments the corporate grounds. Ham-
mams (bath houses), are located in the western part of the
plinth, and provide a leisure, learning, and meeting envi-
ronment, which includes a spa, a gym, horse stables, and

a traditional Zurkhaneh (an Iranian sports club, the name of
which means, “house of strength”). On the upper level, the
directional unit’s south corner is occupied by the five-star
Hotel, Henri IV, which includes rooms for temporary visitors,
such as foreign investors and heads-of-state, including their
delegations of intelligence agents and bureaucrats.

The directional core of the complex, the “Supreme Soviet,”
or the office of the CEQO, occupies the north corner. Since
Alfeba is not based on wage labor, its operations are in no
need for a Human Resources department. Downsizing,
recruiting, and the training of its workforce is all left to the
metastable of competition, cooperation, and interbreeding
that takes place spontaneously on the ground floor of this
corporate ecosystem.

The east corner is occupied by the logistics center, devoted
to the supply and dispatch of material goods, prototypes,
and confidential documents. The core of the directional

unit is composed of a large assembly hall, which hosts the
yearly assembly of Alefba’s shareholders, as well as staging
the keynote speeches during the launch of new services
and products.

The island is connected to the “Large Data Tunnel,” a cir-
cular tunnel connecting the islands of Greater and Lesser
Farur, Siri, Abu Musa, and Lesser Tunb. This tunnel offers
the most secure, real-time, scalable, and green technol-
ogies for any present or future need of web services and
databases from Alefba’s corporations.
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Archaeology of
Inhabited Ruins /
Cerberus: The
Three-Headed Monster

Alefba’s freelancers and entrepreneurs enjoy various privi-
leges and an advantageous living and working scheme. No
visa is required to move to Greater Tunb. Any criminal con-
viction for copyright infringement, fraud, information theft, or
cyber warfare is to be automatically canceled on arrival to
the island. Moreover, the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
grants asylum to any internationally prosecuted individuals.

Iranian authorities accepted to apply exclusively for the
territory of Greater Tunb are given a moratorium on the
imposition of dress code and morality. Racial and sexual
minorities are encouraged to apply in the effort to create an
open, safe, and diverse working environment.

However, despite the liberal atmosphere and the promis-
es of a thriving, corporate lifestyle, some entrepreneurs
are reported to have secretly eluded the island’s capillary
security system, fleeing towards the neighboring island of
Greater Farur to join its refugee cyber-army and partake in
their borderline activities.

Iranian authorities minimized the phenomenon in their
public declarations. However, the issue is being monitored
in order to avoid diplomatic incidents and the deterioration
of the promising new course of business relations between
Iran and the United States.

Behemoth Press is a Rotterdam-based think tank, design agency, and publishing company
devoted to the exploration of the link between architecture, political power, and production. Behe-
moth Press redefines what it means to do architecture today, pushing the old and new tools of the
architectural project—drawings, books, fanzines, exhibitions, studios, and happenings—to explore
unexpected territories. Its projects appeared at the 2014 Venice Biennale, the 2015 The Supreme
Achievement (Rome), as well as the 2016 Oslo Architecture Triennale. Amir Djalali, Hamed Khosravi,
and Francesco Marullo compose Behemoth Press.

Matteo Mannini (Florence, 1959) is an architect and educator. He received his MA at the I[UAV in
Venice in 1987. Since then, he has worked as an architect in Florence and the Netherlands, and
taught history courses and design studios at the University of Florence, the Architectural Association
in London, and the Lebanese American University in Beirut. His work, crossing the boundaries
between history, design, and preservation, has examined the Middle East as testing ground for a
serial production of anomalous architectural projects at urban and territorial scales. His firm, Matteo
Mannini Architects, is currently based in Rotterdam and Florence.

Team
Amir Djalili, Hamed Khosravi, Francesco Marullo, Matteo Mannini
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After Oil

“After Oil” proposes three speculative tales that
explore the geography of the Gulf and its is-
lands in the decades after oil. These stories are
also a reflection on the present condition—they
stage and extrapolate critical issues of today’s
oil landscape to make the public aware of the
energy systems on which modern life is depen-
dent, focusing on the long-term consequences
of the current fossil fuel industry.

Das Crude, Drill Baby Drill

Lying 160 km off the Abu Dhabi coast, Das
Island has developed, since the first expedi-
tions in the region in 1953, into a major oil and
gas facility where Abu Dhabi processes, stores,
and exports crude pumped at offshore fields.
Such exports are a mainstay to the economy
and a main driver of urbanization. The cities

of the emirates—Dubai and Abu Dhabi—and
many of the country’s iconic buildings were
built from the extraction of underground re-
sources and the transferal of its value to urban
centers. Yet, the relations between the wealth
of the surface and the underground poverty are
never presented symmetrically.

If “After Oil” suggests a race to pump out the
last drops of oil in the ground and the con-
notation is to dig deeper and build higher,
then “Das Crude” imagines the island within a
subsurface field of depleted oil reservoirs. The
site of Das Island offers a way to reconfigure
the aesthetic assumptions upon which the
totality of high-energy urbanism rests. First,
the project recovers the excavated volumes
of soil and stone—the insides of the earth that
spilled out—to build an artificial mountain on
the island. The project then makes visible the
displacement in terms of value in oil urbanism
by indexing highly symbolic landmarks of the
UAE’s urban history in relation to the geo-
logical depths of extraction. The porous and
fractured rock formations house some of the
Gulf's most iconic architectural structures. This
geographic perspective on energy opens up
and materializes the compressed space be-
tween the resource-underground and the city.
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After Oil

Through this materialization, the political significance of the
missing spaces of oil can be assessed. The suggestion is
that the history of oil has been an ongoing effort to cope
with abundance rather than to procure for shortage.

Strait of Hormuz: The Grand Chessboard

Located between Oman and Iran, the Strait of Hormuz is
the world’s most important oil-transit chokepoint, with
thirty-five percent of globally traded oil moving by tanker
through this 34-mile-wide passage. The strait has never
actually been shut down, yet the political and territorial
disputes between the Persian Gulf countries, including a
long-running dispute between the UAE and Iran over the
three islands of Abu Musa, Greater Tunb Island, and Lesser
Tunb Island have constituted a constant means for anxiety
over possible obstruction.

In “After Qil,” the geopolitical strait is repurposed into a

real estate game board, a territorial Monopoly of some sort,
played between the two traditional opponents and financed
with oil futures. The geographical feature is designed into

a grand chessboard of speculative urbanism. The chess-
board absorbs the three islands amongst the other pieces
of projected urban projects. Each chess piece represents
an iconic project from the history of speculative urbanism.

Bubiyan Islands: There Once Was An Island

Along with the oil fires and oil lakes in the desert, the end of
the Persian Gulf War in 1991 was accompanied with what
is considered as the world’s largest oil spill, an event of
cosmic dimensions that drastically affected Kuwait’s costal

DESIGN EARTH is a collaborative practice led by El Hadi Jazairy and Rania Ghosn. The practice fo-
cuses on “geographies,” meaning “earth-writing” taken from the Greek geo (earth) and graphia (writ-

ing). By engaging the geographies of technological systems, DESIGN EARTH opens up a range of
aesthetic and political concerns for architecture and urbanism. The exercise of making geographies
involves the coupled undertakings of writing about, projecting, or representing the earth as well as
writing on, marking, forming, or presenting again a world.

DESIGN EARTH’s work has been recognized with several awards, including the 2016 Architectural
League of New York Young Architects Award and the 2015 Jacques Rougerie Foundation First
Prize. Ghosn and Jazairy hold doctor of design degrees from Harvard Graduate School of Design,
where they were founding editors of the journal New Geographies. They are authors of the recently
published Geographies of Trash (Actar, 2015), for which they received the 2014 ACSA Faculty
Design Award.

DESIGN EARTH is based in Ann Arbor, Ml and Cambridge, MA.
Team

El Hadi Jazairy, Rania Gosn, Rawan Alsaffar, Jia Weng, Hsin-Han Lee, Sihao Xiong,
Kartiki Sharma,Namjoo Kim
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areas, maritime environment, and ground-water resources.
Beyond the spectacular and apocalyptic intensity of such
a catastrophic event, other forms of historical violence are
more difficult to trace. Notably, the business-as-usual oil
industry, with its increasing rates of carbon emissions, puts
the world on a trajectory of anthropogenic climate change,
which leads to rising sea levels. “After Oil” shifts emphasis
away from the exceptional moment of the oil catastrophe
and its persistent negative imagery—think of photographs
of dead birds on the beach after an oil spill—to explore
forms of slower violence in the oil system.

Given its flat and low land, the Bubiyan Island is a vulner-
able landscape to sea level rise. The island’s shoreline
constantly moves inland as the size and shape of the island
changes. The muddy sand mounds or “nabkha” on Bubiyan
are the highest elevations on the island and have been sta-
bilized with vertical poles. Their grounds are consolidated
into an archipelago of sixteen islands. Aside from the bridge
and a scaled down version of the seaport, the planned
projects to develop the island into a major tourist resort are
currently suspended. The island continues to be uninhabit-
ed by humans, bearing the brunt of anthropogenic climate
change. Nevertheless, the grounds and waters restage

a sublime Garden of Eden that is the home of sea turtles,
Arabian oryx, and other diverse forms of wildlife that are
acclimated to the temperatures and increased acidity of the
Gulf. The project gives figurative shapes to such formless

threats, foregrounding processes of delayed disappearance,

thereby making visible and comprehensible the gradual
modes of environmental violence.

Between East & West: A Gulf

l3)lgog dupadl gt Heg cugsdl o ddabudl Ghliall e jus
sl Jsoadll dei ey daianll 0 oSy canibldl ailadl
adjlsll o3 JHol josallg cgpoll g6 agll Iscc Loua eyl caiell
dnaillaclua o sbieodl Josll pow JI}O.l.LLJl ula wspalaunli oyog
&t oSl calilesdl callsen 0 poiuo (ELQ_IJl o0 aaaly Log
€ 0)93— oy (3l « Aliedl i I ($361 Lo e pdlell

Jbdl g e clai)l

danl yo syl ugals “haill sey Lo adlall” apiao dylgy pgud
jgthll Jleraly (w890 o gt iy Log duhnaill adylsdl
0 dlS_u.ﬂ cabauist | aill il sy L_.,JaL:u.L_” e aaalidl

haill rol_|o.1_|| 0 chug |}gl.w L_.,_ll_l Sl cadell

Lyl o jlaudl g uio clai)l padl glugs 8paja yayeil
raaagdﬁ_w}_u_lgu_\oicd_d_\}_ug 6Ldj'ﬂ|&.xﬂ'.d'3.i.og&3b_xu.o_“
JA jpiofg lpeiiwmly Al g Glabuull Lgha jLuinilg 852l
guyai el o2 Ulugr 8pujn -0 dedlgll caayill ol oyl

.Ausgoc 8a-acly Lgiudli o 369

Sy 29 b3 16 o we Sty Jud | o[22 8yl odim i
Gl bl e aailill agalindl culjgeil] 1T AT lscuwdl algalo juc
oppﬂyg]m&uhuo&m;mymo‘;u;u_obﬂhﬂg Ayl
by copiino Isc Losa dogo dnlbiw agag I Lghigai I aolyll
<l e st s LQ}D}.IQhJ&g}_LLL.OU_CQb_LLLLDQJ_LLUQ}_LLD
Cl.DJ' s dnwddl gsee dilia Lgalog Lgualjl scei s 40
Ll canaludl LngoLJS_uuU_g_o Lgso gei Sl syl
&0 Ciolali ol agpdl calilguall (Elg_ll oo Lmpeq dupell Lgallg
Cl.LDQ.)ﬂQ,O.JJlQJ_uu(ELQ_IJlgU_I}QJl oAl o gjlall culsys

Guiiuua Sl dogae calsaagill aujlao Tlsl copiall ey

L_,_u.dl caiell u.dl_uul e cguall hluud J2gell Lg_ul_o_ul cilidoc
gy wiug dnyyadll

an n_o0g a _|'| Al

haill s21 lo aulall

el Aer dciniallg &.x.oLmo_ll Qyuall Jsuidl | Jaig
dslall Laleall g biall g agiss (o ddall 4 dyilyasll Jstgll
iaicq cadyaall (ug duiblll )J@oﬂ ot danall @aluiall souny
dualill cibabuell dywlull d ol o pai spwaill gl Say
dlunlgio sg g3 ;e 8)lc uls Lalllal naill Ayli of dlayly dnaill o
aundi calyelsi dgalgal slxeiudll o Iy haill 5pag g0 ajisill

8puS aiphuli dagl tjoym Gudo dilgy
roJl_oJlu_oJo_a_dle_a_qu_uLoJlul}_o,oJl | 40 o> jomm Gudo
ud 2t Ulplg ulec dlalw oy L_.,_1}57J| odall d;_\:o Sic g dug
35% Jsoiud cudlg any auhaill l_I_LLfELL” Liogt ojuei . 1lio 34 8_Lu
=€ g_d|q_|l9_|Lx.19_oLa_og,uroJ ail pg¢)g pllell ;o bhaill 0
L_,_;alJ_IJl u_lc Caleljidlg dmbudl calatdadl ol Ul pa ol LAl
&lall 8y io galll o Ladls agli ulplg o_l}ﬂJl oAl Jgs u
ot Jghdl callall lagw 1 o gdel] auagei dyllaial Jga
sl cibhg awgo gl jia Jo ulplg 6aaiadl dgpell culjlo I
sl illag

bl Gileoudl S0l “laaill ser Lo ad Al e}_m.o Sy
Ug-Sy «gigall ayels aul «@ylac agngl agel 6 GuAall
- Lgso Jlgodll ugSig ulusalaill ylowarll Lam Lgya glucll
CLLOl}QAJIO)_LQJIO_\_er_LO.xﬂJrQ_I_\_Qg Jraiwell o khaill calslp]
sl aselll suaia (Lol yiaill 0)_1.158_1}Jo_1.u dnagl Jsoin e
93 LJSU' Lo.Lc ‘Cl_Q_QgJ.oJl panll gyyliall o Laypuég Sl

U_LoLx_ll Uleodll e_lJLI U0 g legpuio J oy

aloll o Spja 10lugs Spja dilgy

1991 plell o Lgilgill sdc doung LT @il ol cys cusg
dagpall haill Jgés o sclaioll glasll saliio ) Si g
J|}_@| cdpvall o haill JLIl J0ad daudil ddnai calpany Sl
UJQ.OJulS_LuJIl_I_\lJ}_LSLILD}_Q_I Lo LAY Lgic pai Ju cauals
LJS_u.L_u il ddiln dalle slel dendall &islall 03 gl ulsg el

“ua Il bls” ey “Slialeall” e jSp omac Lilig (pljall (ssl 8sbias Hglei bl go Cipl galjas
bl Caglaall o e oy pg éy gng (@S (Slgraphia g yayl sl geo) Liligll dalsll Jual (I 13Ul
gba el Joniy aungleisill dakilll ibialhas o Haill je Uil §jloasll dwsin o o dulleally
dle gee alisdl Sl dabiallly Lgliialg Lglisiue @ dgig yaydll e dlisll JHoli donino 392 cilyaleall

-aliioig aluSiiig aeiing

8jloell dwsin dlayll (pisilill powsigoll 618l 3 6 Loa iadoel I1isdi jlga sac Cup] opiljus ég)_um saan
8:lgis e nadg (Spiljall US s 12015 olell (§pag) s duwgol g lll 8jilallg 2016 plell g uigui 4
go oS Aloc Bos o)lajle deoly 6 f)_m.;cull Ludell culuwlysdl & s 0 ro_uucuﬂ 0 oljgiss
Geographies of Trash ylgie 1380 jsball LUSl Lalgo Lamg . (63usall culualieall) New Geographies dlaol
aylooll wsigh s dueon o sl o rouai 8jils (e Luas s g (Actar: 2015) (wbilaill ubiales)

o2l 361 2014 olell

Gyall
a5 g0l Loyl SIS, @igaw glgr o ule s \&ilg L lasall Olg) pac Lly (Sl Sslgll

213



A Nature Reserve
on Halul

For citizens of the Arab countries in the Gulf,
the comforts derived from the Age of Oil have
been increasingly tempered by an anxiety sur-
rounding its denouement. In a region where the
stability of national borders, political structures,
and social welfare relies on a fiscal ballast
provided by oil and natural gas revenues,

the impending transition to a postindustrial
economy has spurred both governments and
private-sector entities to work toward sustain-
able economic models with increasing urgency.
Higher education, finance, tourism, and the
cultivation of “green alternatives” have all been
considered as potential replacements for the
oil, once it is depleted or becomes economical-
ly obsolete. Yet it is paradoxical that despite all
of the attention paid to the challenge of achiev-
ing sustainable prosperity in the Gulf, little has
been voiced with regard to the future of the
petroleum industry itself.

Our intervention on Halul Island begins to
explore a hypothetical role for petroleum infra-
structure in the development of a sustainable
postindustrial economy. To this end, we have
imagined the island in a future tense, being
transformed from a storage and loading zone
for oil collected from the surrounding offshore
fields into a nature conservatory, wildlife refuge,
and biological research center.

In the initial phase of this transformation, off-
shore oil rigs will be gathered from various oil
fields in the Gulf and placed along the southern
tip of the island, around the site of the existing
port. The island’s industrial infrastructure will
be modified to augment a habitat for transitory
wildlife. However, in cases where this is not
possible, the rigs will initially serve as salvaging
platforms where the decommissioned storage
and processing facilities can be moved from
the island, disassembled, cleaned, and sorted
for further use.

Once the superfluous construction has been

evacuated from Halul, an elevated system of
pedestrian walkways will be carefully placed
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A Nature Reserve
on Halul

within the island to guide people through various points of
biological interest. Protected refuges for migrating birds,
sea turtle nesting grounds, and coastal microclimates will
all be accessible from the elevated walkways with a min-
imum disturbance to the island’s ecosystem. Salvaged
materials from the island’s industrial catalogue will also be
used to create an artificial reef in the area where the under-
water topography had previously been dredged to construct
the port facilities. Semi-isolated within the armature of the
existing break walls, the new reef will serve as an aquatic
refuge where sea life can be cultivated and studied. As a
final intervention, the archipelago of offshore oil rigs will

be repurposed into a multinational biological research and
ecotourism facility whose mission will not only be focused
on Halul Island, but the greater sustainability of the Gulf. In
this way, the Halul nature reserve seeks to engender new
modes of collaboration as potential solutions to the collec-
tive problems posed by the end of the oil age.

ESAS is an award winning design firm founded in 2006 with offices in both Kuwait City and Berlin.
Lead by principals Hamad Sultan and Achille Rossini, the firm’s work ranges in scale from intricate
residential projects to large-scale master planning and urban design, with an emphasis on archi-
tecture.

Hamad Sultan holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts and a Bachelor of Architecture degree from the Rhode
Island school of Design as well as a Masters of Architecture in Urban Design (MAUD) from the

Harvard Graduate School of Design.

Achille Rossini holds a Bachelor of Fine Arts and a Bachelor of Architecture degree from the Rhode
Island School of Design.

Team
Hamad Sultan, Achille Rossini, Beatriz Perez, Alexander Honca
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A Line-Between:
Infrastructures of
Economic Compromise
in the Gulf

2. Typology
A Line Between is a territory, a zone, and as

Keller Easterling describes, “an infrastructure
as a medium of polity.”

This proposal presents a language of infra-
structure underlining the laws and disputes
occurring between Saudi Arabia and Iran. The
“zone,” which has since evolved from being a
gated enclave of manufacturing and specialist
activity into an urban phenomenon that has
come to define the genesis of many Gulf cities
that have emerged such as Dubai (a cluster

of zones) rendering urbanism as a service in-
dustry. The “zone” has rendered itself as cities,
merging industrial and service industries with
knowledge economies, evolving the typology to
no longer be restricted to a specific form.

This project finds itself as an alternative evo-
lution (or a further manipulation) of the “zone,”
responding to the contextual conditions that
exist in the Arabian / Persian Gulf. Itis an ar-
chitectural response, where the territory of the
continental shelf becomes the zone itself, and
like other zones, it exists in a legal and spatial
void. Itis an alternative, sovereign arrangement
that reinforces the drawn borders while also
blurring the legal and social underwritings with-
in the the context of its offered opportunities. It
is both a utopia and a dystopia.

Like the “zone” the line is a political pawn, trad-
ing state bureaucracy for more complex layers
and networks of governance, market manipula-
tion, and regulation. The proposal accepts both
states and represents a hyper-militarized fron-
tier where goods can pass, but people cannot.
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A Line-Between:
Infrastructures of
Economic Compromise
in the Gulf

3. Design Proposal

The notion of the Gulf as a hyper-militarized zone (a space
of political and ideological Arab-Iranian confrontation) is
nothing new. Arabiya and Farsi are known for their role in
geopolitical conflicts. For instance, Farsi is the site where
ten US sailors were recently taken into Iranian custody after
their vessels supposedly drifted into Iran’s territorial waters.
But the significance of the Arabiya and Farsi lies not in this
confrontation, but in a 1968 agreement, the Iran-Saudi
Arabia: Agreement Concerning Sovereignty Over Al-‘Ara-
biyah And Farsi Islands And Delimitation Of Boundary Line
Separating Submarine Areas Between The Kingdom Of
Saudi Arabia And Iran." Under the guise of confrontation
lies an economic (and political) compromise that only exists
when there are mutual profits.

With both countries hosting the largest populations and
land-areas in the Gulf, the potential for trade is not some-
thing that can or will be ignored. Although economic
interests become increasingly aligned, social and ideo-
logical beliefs grow further opposed. The Line in Between
is a space where this paradox is made apparent. On one
level it’s a piece of social infrastructure where ideological
separation is spatially manifested; on the other level it’s an
economic infrastructure where political enemies become
economic allies.

An inhabited infrastructure of ideological confrontation and
economic cooperation, the proposal seeks to inhabit the
thickness of the line between the islands. The line becomes
the space in between; a 24 km, two-tiered structure that
bridges the gap between the two islands.

The top of the deck is a pedestrian promenade. It forms a
continuation of the each islands’ ground surface and oper-
ates under the same conditions; either side of the prome-
nade is the sovereignty of its mother-state. A void apex at
its midpoint, the promenade’s ground is broken, cutting the
continuity of the surface. You can see the other side, but
you cannot communicate with it.

The upper deck is segregated and the lower deck is con-
tinuous. Industrial facilities inhabit the structural depth of
the bridge. No void breaks into this lower deck. Goods and
trade continue to pass between and through this line. The
inhabited deck is the space of economic cooperation and
compromise. Materials from the host-country are loaded
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A Line-Between:
Infrastructures of
Economic Compromise
in the Gulf

onto the deck from their respective island portal. The mate-
rials service as the production and assembly facilities along
the line, passing along until they are unloaded for export to

the receiving-country. The islands remain “Arab” and “Farsi.”

Only the interface of the line is shared.

Any kind of social or political compromise between Saudi
and Iran is unimaginable. Even the most sacred of pilgrim-
ages becomes a political game. Yet economic compromise
is perfectly acceptable. If an agreement proves mutually
beneficial, then both parties consent. This line is not a “free”
zone; it’s a zone of compromise.

Fortuné Penniman is an architect based in Dubai. He graduated with honors from the AA School of
Architecture in London and is currently working on research and design projects in the Gulf region.

Studio Bound, founded in 2015 by AA School of Architecture alumni Hessa Al Bader, Basmah
Kaki, and Hussam Dakkak, is a multidisciplinary design studio based between London, Jeddah,
and Kuwait. Operating as both a design and research lab, Studio Bound has recently completed
commissions with the Abu Dhabi Tourism and Cultural Authority, the Sharjah Art Foundation, and is
currently working on projects in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

Team
Fortune Penniman, Hessa Al Bader, Basmah Kaki, Hussam Dakkak

" Iran-Saudi Arabia: Agreement Concerning Sovereignty Over Al-‘Arabiyah And Farsi Islands And
Delimitation Of Boundary Line Separating Submarine Areas Between The Kingdom Of Saudi Arabia
And Iran,” 1969, International Legal Materials 8 (3), American Society of International Law: 493.
http://www.jstor.org/stable/20690497
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Between North and
South: Otherness

The project, “Between North and South: Oth-
erness,” is shared between two islands and
spans the extremities of the Gulf. Imprinted
planimetrically on the grounds of Failaka, akin
to its archeological ruins, and carved in sec-
tions from the fjords around Magqlab, the proj-
ect suspends its program from site specificity,
claiming temporal “sitelessness.” It operates
across anomalies in pursuit of dismantling pre-
set notions while unmasking “otherness.”

Programmatically, the project hosts a library
and a museum to give two different readings of
the region with simultaneity and juxtaposition;
part permanent and part temporal; part site
specific and part siteless. The project becomes
a counter-site to the mainland; “a floating piece
of space, a place without a place, that exists by
itself, that is closed in on itself and at the same
time given over to the infinity of the sea . . .the
greatest reserve of the imagination.”

The library’s main objective is to catalogue
the customs and traditions of the people of
the region, trespassing delineations of ‘nation
states.’ The colonially drawn borders erase
many geographic, cultural, ethnic, and linguis-
tic classifications, leading to suppressions

of expressions that undermine the divisive
narratives promoted for means of control. The
library surfaces repressed desires, allowing all
taxonomies to be vocalized in one open cata-
logue that is underground and another closed
one, archived remotely in the fjords.

The museum, curated and formed by a trip that

never was, traverses the extremities of the Gulf,

between the islands of Failaka and Maglab,
spanning a history of more than 6000 years.
Failaka, being on the inland lookout at the tip
of the Tigris and Euphrates, has a history of
human settlement that dates back to Mesopo-
tamia, 5000 BC. Maglab, being at the other tip
of the bend, is where the British Empire had a
telegraphic repeater station until the mid-nine-
teenth century, connecting the empire from the
Gulf to India. En route, the museum is criss-
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Between North and
South: Otherness

crossed laterally at two points, extending its internal program
to external localized archaeologies, rendering it siteless at
specific at times. The museum of civilizations spans from
ancient archeological findings to post-colonial readings.

The project emulates the supertanker, Seawise Giant, (also
known as Mont and other names throughout its lifespan).
The ship was so large that it was incapable of navigating the
English Channel, the Suez Canal, or the Panama Canal and
therefore spent its entire existence in the Gulf region. It was
salvaged and restored to service after being sunk during
the Iran-Irag War, and would letter be used off the coast of
Qatar as a floating, production, storage, and offloading unit
(FPSO) at the Al Shaheen Qil Field.

PAD10 is a Kuwait City and Beirut (PAD7) based multidisciplinary design practice with architects,
designers, and editors working simultaneously to shape visual and spatial environments. Since be-
ing founded in 2009, PAD10 has actively engaged its surroundings to advance architecture’s role in
the evolution of the life of a city. Most recently, PAD10 conducted a workshop, in collaboration with
NCCAL (National Council for Culture Arts and Letters), Docomomo International, and Docomomo
Kuwait on Kuwait Modern Heritage. Its founder, Naji Moujaes, is a recipient of the Young Architects
Forum and Emerging Voices Awards by The Architectural League of New York, and “Architect of
Healing,” the Presidential Citation Award by the American Institute of Architects (AIA) for The World
Trade Center Memorial Museum design in New York City.

Team
Naji Moujaes, Habib Bitar, Alaa Sheet

" Michel Foucault and Jay Miscowiec, “Of Other Spaces: Utopias and Heterotopias,” Diacritics,
(Johns Hopkins University Press, Spring 1986), 22-27.
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Qur reference; 136061/01

23 July 2001

Dr Lynda Clark QC MP
House of Commons
LONDON

SWIA DAA

Ve Ly< &,

Thank you for your letter of 9 July to Jack Straw, enclosing a copy of a letter from your
constituent Mr Afshin Dastafshan, i @umeessssigilil; Edinburgh, EH10 8 who was
concerned that the correct name for the Persian Gulf was not being used. You asked for
an explanation of the Government's position on the terminology. I have been asked to
reply as the Minister responsible for relations with the Middle East.

an

Foreign &
Commonwealth
Office

London SW1A 2AH

From the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State

Her Majesty's Government accepts the advice of the Permanent Committee on
Geographical Names for Official British Use that the correct term for the body of water

between [ran and Saudi Arabia is "'The Persian Gulf'.

Yours sincerely

&

Ben Bradshaw

n_o0g a vl'l Al
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Ecological Vision as

a Drive of Unity:

Building an Effective
Scheme for the Pan-Gulf
Environment

In Search of Unity

Flipping through the history of the human race,
it is evident that nations and societies are in a
constant search for forming unities to support
each other and to work toward a common
goal. Networks of people, authorities, and
governments promote harmony and maintain
the balance in developing political, cultural,
economic, and environmental activities to form
such unions.

The Factory Gulf

In its current state, The Gulf is perceived as
patterns of infrastructural activities that are
mainly derived by oil and gas economic devel-
opment. Although pipelines, large highways,
desalination plants, air lines, ships, railways,
national borders, cities, and artificial islands
are functioning to modernize the Gulf metrop-
olis , they are generating fragile ecological
systems within that are turning the Gulf into a
region that resembles a factory. Unfortunately,
the fragile ecological status of the gulf is not

a mere perception but rather a real ecological
crisis that is resulting in consequences on the
overall environmental stability of the region.
The emphasis on the economic development
of the Gulf’s resources is dominating over all
other aspects, which is leaving The Gulf in

a state of imminent ecological threat due to
the exploitation of its natural environment. A
Pan-Gulf unity would not only strengthen the
economy and the geopolitical relationships; it
would also create a stable ecological system.

From a Factory Gulf to the Eden Gulf:

The Eden Gulf

Several archaeologists located the Garden of
Eden along the Arabian Peninsula in a defined
area between the current Kuwait and Qatar
roughly seven to eight years ago.

There is no scientific doubt that the Gulf itself
was formed by the change of the sea level at
the end of the last period of glaciation. How-
ever, during the last few years, archaeological
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Ecological Vision as

a Drive of Unity:

Building an Effective
Scheme for the Pan-Gulf
Environment

The Factory Gulf

Clockwise from Top Left

Highways and Main Roads,

Oil and Gas Pipelines,

Desalination Plants / Highest Salinity,
Airplane Pollution.
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The Eden Gulf

Clockwise from Top Left

The Islands as an Opportuniy to Reimagine the Gulf,
Setting of the Infra-Cambrian of the Arabian Gulf,
Facies Mosaics Products of Shallow-water
Sediment Accumulation.
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Ecological Vision as

a Drive of Unity:

Building an Effective
Scheme for the Pan-Gulf
Environment

studies of prehistoric sites around the Gulf
have uncovered human evidence, which gives
the theory a solid base and intriguing insights.

Pan-Gulf Vision

The unique patterns of cultures and the rich
natural system offer an opportunity to find

an alternative, creative narrative to establish

a new vision for the Gulf. The new approach
should seek a new definition of the territory
using the sea, the islands, the marine animals,
the oasis and the wind as a catalyst to stop the
pollution and to initiate the enhancement of the
Gulf’s status.

Beacon In The Gulf

Bu Tinah, Abu Dhabi, UAE

This precious natural resource is part of the
largest protected area in the Gulf.

There are healthy coral reef habitats with as
many as 16 species of coral recorded in
the area.

This distinctive natural habitat with its shallow
waters, seagrass beds, and tall mangroves, set
amidst extensive coral reefs, hosts rare and
globally endangered marine life.

The Eco-Building Machine: How it Works
The Eco-Building Machine is designed as an
active platform to foster cultural and ecological
intervention, to create stable environmental
systems, and to balance the negative effect of
the infrastructure. Moreover, it raises aware-
ness on the environmental risks of current
practices, to enhance the regional capacity

for a designed coastal system, and to build a
structure for this vitally shared marine system.
An excellent opportunity exists for one or more
of the bordering countries to initiate a bold and
effective, long-term, international collaboration
in the environmental management of the Gulf.
The Machine can support its own activities
through its journey across the Gulf, it depends
solely on natural resources to generate energy
that can be used and stored. Harvesting wind,
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Ecological Vision as

a Drive of Unity:

Building an Effective
Scheme for the Pan-Gulf
Environment

water treatment, mangrove centers, solar panels, and cul-
tural Majlis are just a fraction of the activities taking place on
this independent machine. This prototype is an ideological
creation representing the Gulf’s soul, united mission.

The Bu Tinah Island is a national treasure of the UAE, which
makes it the perfect recipient for the Eco-Building Machine.
It feeds from its green world, sun, cultural identity, water,
and wind and gives back to the whole Gulf.

The vision distinctively targets addressing the unity by estab-
lishing an alternative approach to map the Gulf’s territory and
to build an effective scheme for the Pan-Gulf environment.

X-Architects is a critical architectural studio founded in 2003 by principal architects Ahmed Al-Ali
and Farid Esmaeil. Both principals are strong proponents of Arab culture and its translation into con-
temporary design. X- Architects believes in design as a process. The firm’s research is dedicated to
creating a built environment that is adaptive and contextual, with architecture used as a language
that speaks of place. The office approaches design with a critical sensibility that recognizes the
inherent complexity in modern-day construction and harnesses this complexity to produce projects
that are culturally robust, place sensitive, and environmentally friendly.

Team
Ahmed Al-Ali, Farid Esmaeil, Luca Vigliero, Nicold Spadoni, Giacomo Mongelli
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Design Team

Hamed Bukhamseen is a graduate of the
Harvard University Graduate School of Design
where he earned a Master of Architecture in
Urban Design. With a Bachelor of Architecture
and Bachelor of Fine Arts from the Rhode
Island School of Design, he was awarded the
Architecture Alumni Travel Award where he
undertook studies and interventions on public
water infrastructure. He has worked interna-
tionally within the US, Germany and Kuwait
on various architectural and artistic projects.
Aimed primarily at the merger of interests in art
and architecture across the urban realm, his
work has been published in numerous media
outlets and has been exhibited in Cambridge,
Rome, Venice, and Dublin.

Ali Karimi is a Bahraini Master in Architecture
candidate at the Harvard Graduate School

of Design. His interests are in social housing,
public space, and infrastructural re-imaginings
of the Gulf. Ali has worked in Dubai with HOK,
in Chile with Elemental, and attained regional
experience in public and private projects
through his time in Bahrain with Gulf House
Engineering. Ali has also conducted research
on government-built housing in the GCC with
the Affordable Housing Institute in Boston as a
Joint Center for Housing Studies Fellow; and in
Havana with a grant from the David Rockefeller
Center for Latin American Studies. His work
has been published in San Rocco, CLOG, Wall-
paper Magazine and the GSD Platform Books.

Fahad AlHunaif is a New York based graphic
designer and art director. He has worked with
various magazines which includes Harvard
Design Magazine, White Zinfandel, and
Surface Magazine. With a strong interest in
photography and styling, Fahad has art direct-
ed many shoots which includes the album cov-
er art for JD Samson, and has styled multiple
sets for Surface Magazine and Adult Magazine.
With a Masters Degree in Graphic Design from
Parsons the New School for Design, Fahad
graduated with top honors and recognition. He
is a critic at Syracuse University.

Muneerah Alrabe is a Master of Science

of Architecture candidate in the Aga Khan
Program for Islamic Architecture (AKPIA) at
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT).
She holds a Bachelor of Architecture from
Syracuse University and has professional
experience in the field of architecture and
design in Kuwait and Germany. Her interests
lie in the intersection of politics, sociology,
economics and design in the Arab World. As a
student of AKPIA, she has conducted research
on the transnational power relations of the Gulf
Cooperative Council’s interconnection grid as
a tool for regional power and nation building.
In addition, she has investigated the current
and past socio-political movements in Kuwait
to understand their impact on urban form and
urban life within Kuwait and the Arabian Gulf.
Currently, she is investigating the socio-spatial
politics of public space within Kuwait City in
the hopes of achieving a new understating of
public spaces within Kuwait City, in order to
enhance and develop public life within Kuwait.

Saphiya Abu Al-Maati is currently pursuing
her Master of Architecture at Columbia Uni-
versity. She completed her Bachelor of Arts in
Peace & Conflict Studies with a specialization
in Human Security at UC Berkeley, where she
developed an interest in the intersection of
design, power, & politics. Growing up between
two cultures, being half Kuwaiti & half Ameri-
can, the influence of relative culture & belief on
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the lived environment has always been of inter-
est. During her studies at the graduate level she
hopes to further explore these topics through
the lens of design and a deeper understanding
of both political & cultural values.

Shahab Albahar is a graduate from the Har-
vard Graduate School of Design with a Masters
in Landscape Architecture (2015). He holds
previous degrees in Architecture and Fine Art
from the Rhode Island School of Design where
he completed his undergraduate education in
2012. Shahab currently teaches undergraduate
courses at Kuwait University’s College of Ar-
chitecture. He also recently co-founded Parallel
Studio, a practice offering design services in
interiors, architecture and landscape.

Mai AlBusairi is a graduate of the Kuwait
University - College of Architecture receiving a
Bachelor of Architecture. AlBusairi participated
in the 2014 Venice Biennale as part of the
FREEPORT Program, and is an artist respon-
sible for several public space installations in
Kuwait City. AlBusairi recently co-founded
Parallel Studio in 2015, a practice offering
design services in art, architecture, landscape
architecture and interior design.

Rawan Alsaffar is a Kuwaiti Master of Land-
scape Architecture and Advanced studies in
Urbanism, Landscape and Ecology candidate
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. She
received her Bachelor of Architecture from

the Rhode Island School of Design where she
honed an interest in non-western environmen-
tal contexts and their regional architecture.
This has led her to work in the Middle East,
South America, South Africa and China on
addressing issues related to urbanism and
sustainability in the Global South.

Nada Alqallaf is a Kuwaiti Master of Architec-
ture (M Arch Il) and Landscape Architecture
(MLA | AP) candidate at the Harvard Graduate
School of Design. Nada earned a B Arch

from the University of Arizona in 2013. After
graduating, she worked as an architectural
designer at AECOM in San Francisco and SQC
International in Kuwait. During her two years
of practice Nada worked on a range of projects
including NASA Aims laboratories in California
and design competitions for the Kuwait Oil
Company in Kuwait.

Yousef Awaad Hussein is a Master of Archi-
tecture candidate at the Harvard University
Graduate School of Design on a John E. Irving
Fellowship. He studied Civil Engineering at
Dalhousie University before moving to McGill
University to complete a Bachelor of Science
in Architecture, during which he gained
professional experience in Kuwait, Canada and
the United States. Yousef has participated in
various exhibitions in recent years, with work
displayed at the 2015 Design Miami UNBUILT
Pavilion and published in the most recent
Platform 8 book and exhibition. He is currently
working as a research assistant at Harvard to
Luis Callejas for the 2016 Oslo Triennle, and as
an architectural designer at LCLA OFFICE for
projects in Colombia and Norway.
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Between East & West: A Gulf

This publication accompanies the exhibition
titled Between East and West: A Gulf, at the 15th
International Architecture Exhibition — La Bien-
nale di Venezia. The exhibition is on view from
May 28 through November 27, 2016 at the Giar-
dini and the Arsenale in Venice, Italy. Between
East and West: A Gulf has been commissioned
by Zahra Ali Baba of the NCCAL (National Coun-
cil for Culture Arts and Letters — Kuwait) as part
of Kuwait’s third national participation in Venice.
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